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tical neurodevelopmental therapy and on mobilisation 
techniques (Maitland) on a regional basis.

Regarding post-basic courses run by the Society, it 
has been suggested that Branches who run post-basic 
courses should pay a percentage of the profits to the 
P.P.K. Fund. In return, Branches may retain a percen­
tage of the profits of any N.E.C.-organised course held 
in their area. In respect of Branch boundaries a new 
m ap showing these has been sent to each Branch Secre­
tary.

FINANCE
The total paid-up membership is 1 134 excluding 

student members. A separate Finance Committee is 
handling much of the financial business of the Society, 
making its recommendations to the N.E.C. Now that it 
has been agreed that application may be made to the 
P.P.K. Fund for loans or grants it was necessary to set 
up an application form, which has been done. The 
interest available on investments is at present R700,00 
p.a. This will increase when money from the special 
savings account is invested in the near future, but is not 
enough to cover repetition of the R1 000 given as out­
right grants in 1979. The Finance Committee feel that 
where possible, loans rather than grants should be 
awarded. The loan would be interest-free and they sug­
gest that instead of the individual being responsible for 
repayment of the loan as such, he/she should be asked 
to run courses or lectures, part of the profits being used 
for repaym ent of the loan.,

REPORTS OF SUB-COMMITTEES
There are, apart from the Finance Committee, six 

standing Sub-Committees of N.E.C. — the Activations 
Committee, the Afrikaans Translation Committee, the 
Constitutional Sub-Committee, The Editorial Board, the 
Registration Committee and the newly-formed Investiga­
ting Committee for salaries, conditions of service and 
registration of post-graduate courses.

The Constitutional Sub-Committee met in September 
to study the amendments to the Constitution and Bye- 
Laws as passed at Council and work has been started 
on incorporating them in the Constitution.

The only other matters of immediate interest to mem­
bers were contained in the report of the Investigation 
Committee.

SALARIES AND CONDITIONS OF SERVICE
It was agreed to ask the teaching and other large 

hospitals, where the staff situation was most acute, to 
submit their total number of posts and posts occupied 
at this time so that N.E.C. could write a letter to the 
Departm ent of Health proving the shortage and pressing

for higher salaries. It was also agreed to investigate the 
restructuring of post-allocation (based upon type of 
work as well as number of beds) and submit recommen­
dations which could be forwarded through the correct 
channels.

Information had been requested and received on con­
ditions of service under various employing authorities; 
this is being correlated prior to making any recommen­
dations on improved conditions of service.

REGISTRATION OF POST-GRADUATE COURSES
It was agreed to submit the syllabus for a proposed 

extended course in neurodevelopmental therapy to the 
Professional Board (and the S.A.M.D.C.) as a test-case, 
asking the Professional Board to appoint examiners and 
the S.A.M.D.C. to act as the examining body.

It was agreed that the merit award system of the 
Departm ent of N ational Education and the Transvaal 
Provincial Administration had many disadvantages and 
many employing authorities, such as the Cape Provincial 
Administration, do not have merit award systems. It was 
agreed to investigate the possibility of an accred ita tion  
system as already operating overseas; once recommer® 
dations have been formulated an approach will be made 
to the Public Service Commission. So far the Public 
Service Commission only recognises South African 
registrable physiotherapy education qualifications and 
any masters or doctors degrees.

SPECIAL GROUPS/ASSOCIATIONS
There are five Special Groups/Association of the 

Society — the Lecturers’ Group, the M anipulative 
Therapists’ Group, the National Hospital Group, the 
Obstetric Association and the Private Practitioners’ 
Association.

The N.E.C. agreed with a suggestion by the Lecturers’ 
G roup that an annotation on ethical principles in 
research should be published in the Journal and that 
the Private Practitioners’ Association should be asked to 
suggest to its members that, for their own protection, 
they submit details of any research projects which they 
may be undertaking to the N.E.C.

W.C.P.T.
Due to the delay in publication of the W.C.P.T. 8th 

Congress Proceedings permission has been given to 
authors of papers to publish elsewhere provided acknow­
ledgement is made that the paper was originally pre­
sented at the Congress.

The first regional seminar of the W.C.P.T. will t i  
held in Geneva from 1 - 4  October 1980. Details an 
available from the Office Secretary.

S. H. Irwin-Carruthers

DESEMBER 1979F I S I O T E R A P I E

CORRESPONDENCE
THE EFFECTS OF MEDICAL SCHEMING ON 

MEDICAL CARE
Madam,

May I draw your attention to an article with the 
above title by D r P. D. de Villiers in the SA Medical 
Journal of the 25 August 1979? "

One would like to quote so many passages from this 
article that it would perhaps be a good idea to request 
permission to publish the whole of it in “Physio­
therapy”. Most o f that which is w ritten concerning 
doctors pertains also to physiotherapists in private 
practice. The only persons who really seem to benefit 
from medical schemes are the administrators of these 
schemes, who, though being ostensibly non-profit-making

do not disclose the profits of the administrators o r the 
gains of the sponsors. Private practitioners’ requests for 
increased fees are blamed for the escalating contribu­
tions payable to medical schemes. Nobody seems to 
remember that the medical aid tariff is a preferential 
one, initially intended to assist those who could not 
afford medical care. These preferential tariffs have now 
been extended to the wealthy also, and the practitioner 
who dares to “contract ou t” is blamed for fleecing the 
public. It is time somebody put it clearly in print 
where the blame for the present state of affairs lies, and 
D r de Villiers is to be congratulated on his effort.

Yours faithfully 
Miss B. Winter.
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