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dozen “research” papers have been submitted via the 
N.E.C. for the 1987 W.C.P.T. Congress.

Perusal of the H.S.R.C. and C.S.l.R. registers 
reveals little work by physiotherapists; most projects 
listed appear to have trickled into extinction.

•  To maintain a register of physiotherapists with higher 
degrees a n d /o r  those active in research.

During 1987 a yearly survey will be instituted in 
o rder to identify active researchers, their fields of 
interest and their willingness to act as a resource 
person. In this way it is hoped to establish a resource 
pool which will be available to new researchers.

•  To design future Congresses to cater for interaction 
between researchers in certain fields.

The 1987 Congress Committee is giving thought 
to this aspect

•  To encourage Special Interest Groups/Associations 
to involve their members in research programmes 
countrywide.

Specialization can only be justified by research 
findings. The Society has no less than five special 
interest G roups/A ssoc ia t ions ,  viz: the Lecturers’ 
Group, the Manipulative Therapists’ Group, the 
National Hospital Group, the Obstetrical Association 
and the Private Practit ioners’ Association. It is an

indictment that only one group has provided any 
research publications — a single article.

3. To establish adequate findings for research in physio­
therapy

Intermediate objectives
•  Existing funding facilities have been investigated 

and a list compiled.
•  It is hoped that a Research Fund may be founded 

and administered by the S.A.S.P. This fund initially 
would make awards for:

the research article of the year (annually)
the best research paper delivered at Congress
(biennially)
th e  best  s tu d e n t  re s e a rc h  a r t ic le  p u b l i sh e d  
(biennially)

Eventually such a fund would be able to finance 
approved research projects.

•  The eventual creation of research posts at universities, 
teaching hospitals and some specialized units is also 
envisaged. At some universities the mechanism for 
this already exists, but physiotherapists must first 
prove themselves in the field of research.

S.I-C.

ABSTRACTS

Matyas TA and Bach TM . The reliability of selected 
techniques in clinical arthrometrics. Australian Journal 
o f  Physiotherapy 1985; 31(5): 175-199.

A number of studies which have examined reliability 
of spinal assessment procedures in manual therapy are 
reviewed. The tests examined were Passive Accessory 
lntervertebral Movements, Passive Physiological lnter- 
vertebral Movements, Straight Leg Raise and Forward 
Flexion. In general, tests of pain were found to be 
much more reproducible  than  tests of compliance. 
Straight Leg Raise and Forward Flexion tests were 
consistently more reliable than the Passive lntervertebral 
Movement tests. Possible explanations for these findings 
are advanced. The role of tests of compliance based on 
passive intervertebral movements in clinical decision­
making may need to be re-examined. An appendix on 
reliability theory is included for the uninitiated reader.

A uthors’ Summary

Haley SM. Postural reactions in infants with Down 
Syndrome. Relationship to m otor milestone develop­
ment and age. Phys Ther 1986; 66(1): 17-22.

1 examined the emergence of automatic postural 
reactions (righting, equilibrium and protective reactions) 
in a group of infants with Down Syndrome and in a 
developmentally matched g roup  of nonhandicapped 
infants. 1 assessed the relationship of postural reactions 
to chronological age and to m otor milestone develop­
ment (as measured by the Bayley Scales of Infant 
Development). The relationship of postural reactions 
to chronological age was weaker in the infants with 
Down Syndrome; a regression analysis revealed a slower 
rate of postural reaction development evident at an age 
of about five months and older in infants with Down 
Syndrome. The association between postural reactions 
and m otor milestone performance was remarkably 
similar for both infant groups in degree of association 
and pattern across the span of motor development 
tested. The results indicated that, even though the rate 
of developm ent differed, the association between 
postural reactions and motor milestones was similar in 
normal and delayed development. These results support 
the current rationale that promotes intervention efforts 
focusing on the facilitation of postural reactions to 
enhance m otor milestone development in infants with 
Down Syndrome. A u thor’s Summary
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