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Professor Raymond Dart
D IPLO M A  CER EM O N Y  PR E T O R IA  S C H O O L  O F  PH Y SIO TH ER A PY , 10th FEBRUARY, 1961

Introductory  Speech made by Dr. J. D. VERSTER 

Assistant Superintendent, Pretoria General Hospital

Extract o f  Speech made by Dr. J. D. Vers ter, at the Diploma Ceremony o f  the Physiotherapy School, 10 th February, 1961

To most o f us in South  Africa, the name of Professor 
Dart is closely associated with anthropology and in parti­
cular to research in that field. Professor D art is known as 
the discoverer o f the fam ous Taungs Skull in 1924.

Professor D art has earned world renown not only in the 
field o f A nthropology, but also in the fields o f Medical 
Science and Education. F o r m any years he was Professor of 
A natom y at the Medical School o f the W itwatersrand 
University.

From 1925-1943 he was also D ean of the Faculty of 
Medicine of the M edical School.

As a m em ber o f the Medical C ouncil, N ursing Council, 
and the South African Institute for Medical Research, 
Professor D art has rendered extensive service to the South 
African world o f research and culture. W hat is perhaps less 
known, is the fact that Professor D art has been associated 
with the institution of Academic Courses leading to P ro­
fessional qualifications in Physiotherapy and O ccupational 
Therapy.

N um erous degrees and distinctions have been conferred 
on Professor D art, only one of which I wish to m ention at 
the m oment, that is the Gold Medal o f  the South African 
Association for the Advancem ent o f Science.

Professor D art has influenced m any young South Africans 
to enter the field o f  M edical Research and his students, not 
only in South Africa, but elsewhere, do him credit.

To me the following extract from a copy of the South 
African M edical Journal gives a true picture o f the kind of 
m an we have with us today.

“ It is perhaps Professor D a rt’s faculty for encouraging 
the best from  his students and colleagues and for arousing 
their enthusiasm  which has m ade its m ost m em orable 
im pression.”

We are also put in m ind of the words o f Longfellow: 
Lives o f  great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime 
and, departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the sand o f  time.

You, Sir, have m ade your m ark , you have left your 
footprints deeply em bedded on the sands covering various 
South African fields o f hum an endeavour.

PR O FE SS O R  RA Y M O N D  DART 

Emeritus Professor, University of the W itwatersrand

President o f The South African Society o f Physiotherapy
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