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Based on all published records, together with the original data for the southern African
bird atlas, the current Birds in Reserves Project and our records on field trips, 257 bird
species have been rehiably recorded from MZNP. We have assessed the current status of
all species, in relation to the recent expansion of the park and other changes which may
be a consequence of management practices. No birds of national conservation concern
are breeding residents in the park, and some species are periodic or irregular visitors.
Nevertheless, the park 1s important for the conservation of representatives of the Karoo
avifauna, and the diversity of birdlife present should be highlighted to attract visitors
with a special interest in birding.
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Introduction

The Mountain Zebra National Park (MZNP)
was founded in 1937 to protect the endan-
gered Cape mountain zebra Equus zebra. Ini-
tially, it included only the farm *Babylon-
storen’ but by the time of the first bird survey
in 1962-1964, additional land had doubled
the original size of the park (Skead 1965).
Additions to Skead’s check list for the park
were summarised in the journal Koedoe
(Penzhorn & Bronkhorst 1976; Penzhorn
1977; Grobler & Bronkhorst 1981). Between
1980 and 1983, Hans Grobler, an ornitholo-
gist with a special interest in birds of prey,
was resident in the park. He published sever-
al papers dealing with breeding in this group
of birds (Grobler 1981, 1982; Steyn & Grob-
ler 1981, 1985). He also co-authored a guide
to the park, which included a check list of the
birds (Grobler & Hall-Martin 1982). In the
same year, Joan Collett, a long-term birder
resident at Fish River (north of Cradock),
published an account of the birds of the
Cradock district that included many refer-
ences to the park (Collett 1982). During the
period of the Southern African Bird Atlas
Project (SABAP) from 1987-1991, observa-
tions for the park and adjacent areas were
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collected and summarised in the published
atlas (Harrison et al. 1997).

Since the completion of the atlas project, the
Avian Demography Unit (ADU) at the Uni-
versity of Cape Town has launched the *Birds
in Reserves Project” (BIRP), which is intend-
ed to provide accurate data on the avifauna of
protected areas in South Africa. The size of
the Mountain Zebra National Park has also
increased significantly through the acquisi-
tion of additional land to the north of the
original park, and the final projected size
may be 24 000 ha. Starting in 2001, Honours
students in Zoology from Rhodes University
enrolled for a new course on African verte-
brate diversity. They have visited the park
three times a year (late summer or autumn,
winter and spring) on field courses. During
these visits, the small mammals and birds of
both the original park, and of some newly-
acquired areas, have been surveyed by obser-
vation and the capture, marking and release
of live animals.

Visitors to the park were previously provided
with an undated check list of the birds, large-
ly a transcript of the list published in the
1982 guide to the park, but with some species
omitted, and some additions (Appendix 1).
This list was marked as ‘revised by Dr Gor-
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don Maclean’, who last visited the park prior
to the commencement of the bird atlas pro-
ject (G.L. Maclean pers. comm.). The printed
list included some exceptional records, and
gave no indication of which species were
present regularly and which were migrants
or vagrants, although such codes had
appeared in the original park guide (Grobler
& Hall-Martin 1982). Then in 2003, a new
check list was produced by South African
National Parks, with simple codes to indicate
which species the visitor is most likely to
encounter. Unfortunately this list has incor-
porated some doubtful records from the past,
while some species are unjustifiably cate-
gorised as ‘regular’ or ‘common’; some of
these problems may be simple proof-reading
errors, as neither AJFKC nor the staff also
credited with providing data saw a draft of
this sheet. Therefore it seemed appropriate to
review all bird records for the park, and com-
ment on the status of species, noting in par-

ticular any changes which may have
occurred over time, and whether these can be
related to changes in habitat and manage-
ment practices. Management of the park
originally focused on species conservation of
the mountain zebra, but now aims to con-
serve the overall biodiversity of the region.
This should benefit all birds, as a wider
range of habitat types will be promoted.

Study area, methods and sources

When proclaimed, the park covered only 3500 ha.
This increased to 6536 ha with the addition of the
farms Zebrahoek, Pretoriuskraal, Wildepaardnek,
Sneeuberg and part of Doornhoek in 1964, and then
to 18 000 ha with the post-1990 acquisition of the
farms Ingleside, Welgedacht, De Rust, the remaming
part of Doornhoek, Ebenhaeser, Jurisdam and
Zeekoeigat (Fig. 1). Further consolidation 1s planned
on the western border of the park. The mamn veld
types were reviewed by Skead (1965) using Acocks

(1953) classification. In terms of biomes,

MZNP falls in the Nama-Karoo biome

adjomning the Grassland biome (Rutherford

& Westfall 1986, Low & Rebelo 1996). The

15 km

most recent plant check hst for the park.
including some of the recently-added
farms. contains 680 species (Pond er al
2002).

We have collated all pubhished bird records
for the park since 1965. In additon, we
have obtained the oniginal bird atlas data
(SABAP) for the “quarter degree map
squares’ (equivalent to 1:50 000 maps)
which include most of the park area (Post
Chalmers 3225AB and Swaershoek
3225AD). The most recent additions to the
park all fall within the Post Chalmers map:
the areas to the east of this on the Cradock
map (3225BA) are neghgible, and are not
easily accessible (Fig. 1). We used the most
recent summary lists from BIRP, which
include our observations as well as those of
other visitors. The earlier atlas records have
been incorporated mto the BIRP data base.
thus species appearing on both hsts may

Fig. 1. Mountain Zebra National Park, showing the ornginal
(pre-1990) park area south of the dotted lme, the current
northern boundaries. the public roads, and dams. R - rest-
camp; D = Doornhoek farmhouse; E = Ebenhaeser farmhouse.

Koedoe 48/1 (2005) 96

represent *pseudo-rephcation’. We assumed
that this was the case where both SABAP
and BIRP reflect a single record in the same
month.
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Table 1
Summary of the avifauna of the Mountain Zebra Park to January 2005

Resident Visitor Migrant Rejected  Total reported
No species 112 12 33 13 270
Y% 415 415 12 5 100

During visits to the park by the Rhodes University
team, we set mist-nets for extended periods at sites
both nside and outside the original park boundaries
(Fig. 1), and also recorded on a daily basis all birds
seen or heard while driving or on foot m these sec-
tors All the major tourist roads were covered at least
once. The frequency with which species have been
reported in different seasons over this period has
formed the basis for an assessment of their current
status 1n the park. Our surveys to date cover the orig-
inal park area (6856 ha), Ebenhaeser (2000 ha) and
parts of Doornhoek (4027 ha). The results of the
ringing activities have on some visits provided the
only records of particular species, but to date just one
species, the African Reed-Warbler, has been record-
ed solely on the basis of a bird captured n a net and
not seen or heard otherwise by any observer.

Results and discussion

A complete list of all bird species reported
from MZNP by different sources is to be
found in Appendix 1, which includes scien-
tific names. There are now 257 bird species
for which we consider the records from
MZNP acceptable: those species which we
reject at this time are shown in bold in
Appendix 1. Some of these are improbable
on distributional or ecological grounds, or
may represent errors in identification. We
have adopted the conservative view that
species incorrectly excluded will be con-
firmed in time, while species incorrectly
included in a check list tend to remain as
false information. In addition, we suggest
that 13 bird species with no confirmed
records since 1987 (i.e. the start of SABAP
observations) should be excluded from any
‘working check list” for the park. The data
from Appendix | are summarised in Table 1,
where the species are categorised according
to relative frequency of occurrence. Appar-
ent changes in the avifauna and details for
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individual species are discussed below. Note
that birds reported by Skead (1965),
Penzhorn & Bronkhorst (1976) or Grobler &
Bronkhorst (1981) may have been included
in the park guide, then in the undated park
check list, and even in the 2003 park list,
although they represent only single original
records.

It is notable that visitors and migrants
together outnumber the resident species,
which might be expected in an arid area,
where conditions can fluctuate dramatically.

Rejected species

Forest Buzzard:

this bird appears only on the undated
park list, and the basis for its inclusion is
unknown. There is no suitable habitat in
the park. Collett (1982) commented that
there were unconfirmed reports of this
species from the southernmost part of the
Cradock district, including the MZNP.
Forest Buzzards are often very difficult
to separate from the highly variable
Steppe Buzzard.

Red-necked Falcon:
this species also appears only on the
undated park list, with no provenance
given. During the SABAP period, there
were no records south of the Orange
River, and this inclusion is probably an
error.

Burchell's Courser:
Skead (1965) reported both Temminck’s
and Double-banded Courser from the
park, and suggested that Burchell’s
Courser might occur occasionally. Grob-
ler & Hall-Martin (1982) listed the for-
mer two species, but the undated check
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list has apparently substituted Burchell’s
for Temminck’s (omitted from that list).
This could be a transcription error; cours-
ers are now very rare in this region (Ver-
non 1982).

Emerald-spotted Wood-Dove:

this species is widespread in the Eastern
Cape, and in many areas is found along-
side Tambourine Dove, for which there
are confirmed records for the park. How-
ever, the songs can be very similar, and
with no other records for adjacent areas,
we prefer to regard this as a possible
misidentification. Neither species was
included in Collett’s (1982) list for the
Cradock district.

Sand Martin:
the undated check list omits Brown-
throated Martin (formerly known as
African Sand Martin), but includes this
European migrant. It is likely that this is
another transcription error.

Cape Bulbul and Dark-capped Bulbul:
all three Pycnonotus species occur within
the Eastern Cape, and they are locally
sympatric and hybridise (Lloyd er al.
1991). Hybrids typically show intermedi-
ate characters, while juveniles may not
show the eye-ring colours typical of the
adults. Cape, Dark-capped and African
Red-eyed Bulbuls are all present at times
in Addo Elephant National Park, and near
Somerset East. However, MZNP is not
typical habitat of either Cape or Dark-
capped Bulbuls, and these records are not
accepted. Young African Red-eyed Bul-
buls, and hybrids, can have eye-rings
resembling those of other species.

Terrestrial Brownbul:
there is no suitable habitat in the park,
and this single report must be treated as
doubtful.

Wing-snapping Cisticola:
this is typically a coastal and eastern
species, while Cloud Cisticola and other
short-tailed species are present in the
park; unconfirmed at this stage.
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Brubru:
a single report, far out of range, and most
improbable. Possibly a transcription
error (for Boubou?). or a misidentifica-
tion (Puftfback?).

Orange-breasted Bush Shrike:
a single, unconfirmed report. This
species occurs irregularly within 50 km
of the coast in the Eastern Cape, but is
unlikely so far inland.

Sociable Weaver:
a single record, with no previous records
south of the Orange River in the east.
Highly unlikely.

Spectacled Weaver:
while common in the coastal regions,
very unlikely in this habitat. Its call could
be confused with other species in the
park.

Rare vagrants and single, unusual records

Goliath Heron:
a single bird seen on 11 February 1980
(Grobler & Bronkhorst 1981); no other
records. However, in recent years Goliath
Herons have become quite regular at
estuaries on the Eastern Cape coast.

Green-backed Heron:
a single bird present for several months
during 1979 (Grobler & Bronkhorst
1981).

Cape Teal:
apparently recorded once during the atlas
(SABAP) but not before or since. Collett
(1982) categorized this species as a
scarce visitor to the Cradock district.

White-backed Duck:
a single bird in September 1979, the only
record (Grobler & Bronkhorst 1981).

Cape Shoveller:
recorded once during the atlas (SABAP),
this species was noted as a visitor to
dams in the region, staying for short peri-
ods only (Collett 1982).

Tawny Eagle:
sighted over Rooiplaat in December
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1973 (Penzhorn & Bronkhorst 1976), and
again once since 1987 (SABAP); these
are apparently the only records for the
park.

European Hobby:
recorded only once, in February 1981
(Grobler & Bronkhorst 1981). However,
there are recent records for Shamwari
Game Reserve (33°25'S, 26°05'E)
(Antony Collett pers. comm.).

Kurrichane Button-quail:

recorded in September 1981 (Grobler &
Bronkhorst 1981), and in the same year
elsewhere in the district in July and
August (Collett 1982). This species may
be an irregular visitor to the Eastern Cape
(Skead 1967), and there are recent
records from Kwandwe Game Reserve
(33°10', 26°30'E) in 2003 (M. Galpin,
pers. comm.).

Common Moorhen:
a bird was present for a few days in Sep-
tember 1975 (Penzhorn & Bronkhorst
1976). Collett (1982) noted that it was
dependent on rush and reed cover on
dams.

Little Stint:
recorded once only, during the atlas peri-
od (SABAP), but may be present for
short periods as a migrant in transit, as
elsewhere in the region (Collett 1982).

Black Cuckoo:
both male and female calls heard in the
Wilgerboom River valley on 5 December
2003 (AJFKC); this is the first record for
the park. Collett (1982) had one record
for her farm, apparently a bird on pas-
sage.

Klaas’s Cuckoo:
a bird calling on 24 March 2004 at Eben-
haeser (AJFKC), the sole record for the
park. Collett (1982) did not list it for the
Cradock district, but we have recorded it
to the east of the town.

Burchell’s Coucal:
a single bird was seen near the swimming
pool in the rest camp on 15 April 2003 by
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N. Human (Rhodes University). This is
to date the only record for the park, and
Collett (1982) had no confirmed records,
although she suggested that it might
occur in the southern part of the Cradock
district.

Horus Swift:

one record during the atlas period, but
this species could be present more fre-
quently in mixed flocks of swifts. The
European Swift is also likely to be over-
looked, owing to the difficulty in separat-
ing it from the African Black Swifts
under most viewing conditions.

Scaly-throated Honeyguide:
one undated record (Grobler &
Bronkhorst 1981). Primarily a forest
bird, and unlikely to occur regularly.

Knysna Woodpecker:
a record based on calls heard by P. Hul-
ley (Rhodes University) while mist-net-
ting near Doornhoek Dam on 16 January
2003. A first report for the park, but there
are SABAP records just east of Cradock
(Harrison et al. 1997).

Sabota Lark:

typical of bushveld areas to the north,
and not reported from the Cradock dis-
trict by Collett (1982), who is familiar
with the larks. However the atlas shows a
distinct population in this region (Harri-
son ef al. 1997). Positively identified on
Ebenhaeser in September 2004 (AJFKC,
PEH).

Karoo Lark:
a single recent report from the park,
which lies within the eastern limit of the
atlas distribution (Harrison et al. 1997).
Collett (1982) had no confirmed records
for the Cradock district.

Lesser Striped Swallow:
in montane areas, Greater Striped Swal-
lows predominate, whereas both species
occur at lower altitudes. There is only
one record of Lesser Striped Swallows
within the park, from the atlas period;
Collett (1982) reported one nest site
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which had been used from
1937-1944, but no more
recent records.

Black Cuckooshrike:

recorded once since 1994;
this bird is widespread in the
coastal Eastern Cape, but
irregular in occurrence, and
often overlooked. Collett
(1982) did not include any
records for the Cradock dis-
trict.

White-browed Scrub-Robin:
a well-known species in the
Eastern Cape, but not record-
ed from the Cradock district,
except for a single report dur-
ing the atlas period.

Capped Wheatear:

a nomadic species of the dry
west, with occasional records
south to Grahamstown (Galpin
& Craig 2003). Surprisingly,
the first record for the park
was a sighting of a single bird
on old farmlands near Doorn-
hoek in the newly-acquired
section of the park, on 11 Jan-
uary 2005 (AJFKC, DP and
other observers).

Desert Cisticola:
recorded once during the atlas
period; a cisticola more typi-
cal of lowland areas (Collett
1982), rather than the high
grasslands of the park.

Black-chested Prinia:
recorded in May 1992. There
was an apparent influx into
the Karoo in that year, with
records as far south as Addo
Elephant National Park.

Tawny-flanked Prinia;
birds were recorded by expe-
rienced observers in Novem-
ber 1976 and September 1977
(Martin 1976; Martin et al.
1977), who noted that this
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Table 2

Summary of birds ringed at Mountain Zebra NP as at 15 January

2005

Species

No.
rnnged recaptured

No

Intervals
since ringing

Red-eyed Dove

Cape Turtle Dove
Laughing Dove
Speckled Mousebird
White-backed Mousebird
Red-faced Mousebird
Malachite Kingfisher
Brown-hooded Kingfisher
Afrnican Hoopoe

Acacia Pied Barbet
Cardinal Woodpecker
Red-fronted Tinkerbird
Red-throated Wryneck
Lesser Honeyguide
Greater Honeyguide
Greater Striped Swallow
Pearl-breasted Swallow
Fork-tailed Drongo

Grey Tit

African Red-eyed Bulbul
Sombre Greenbul

Karoo Thrush

Cape Robin

Famihar Chat

Karoo Scrub-Robin
Willow Warbler
Yellow-belhed Eremomela
African Reed-Warbler
Bar-throated Apahs
Karoo Prima

Neddicky

Levaillant’s Cisticola
Long-billed Crombec
Namaqua Warbler
Chestnut-vented Titbabbler
Layard's Tit-Babbler
Spotted Flycatcher
Fiscal Flycatcher
Chinspot Bats

Fairy Flycatcher

African Paradise Flycatcher
Cape Wagtail
Long-billed Pipit
Common Fiscal
Southern Boubou
Southern Tchagra
Red-winged Starling
Pied Starling

Malachite Sunbird
Southern Dc Sunbird
Cape White-eye
Whate-br Sparrow-Weaver
Cape Sparrow

S. Grey-headed Sparrow
Yellow-throated Petroma
Scaly-feathered Finch

100

8
6
2

o~

Puwbaf—uvwbhw—w— =N ZEo i ——mwbP oo, —bn T - —»

MODD:NQ—'QOO—'NOODOODDDD‘DOOW—WOOONOWHHOGOGOOOOGDWDWO—ON—OO

| day
2 days

2 days
2 days - 12 months

3 months

| day
3 days
2 days - 21 months

1-3 days

| day - 9 months
3 months
2 days

1 day - 21 months

2 days - 12 months
2 days

1 day

1 day- 12 months
3 days - 26 months

3 months
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Table 2 fcontinued)

Warbler has so far been record-

ed only as a mist-net capture.

Species No No Intervals |

ringed recaptured  since ringing Walk-in traps at the camp site
Cape Weaver 8 0 have targeted White-browed
Southern Masked Weaver 19 1 12 months Sparrow-weavers, and 41 have
Red Bishop 1 0 . .
Red-billed Quelea 16 0 !Jeen colour-rln.ged for beha\.r
African Firefinch 7 2 12 months ioural observations (posters in
Red-billed Firefinch 22 2 3 days; 3 months the reception area summarise
Swee Waxbill 1 0 : .
Cotmmon Waxbiil > 0 our research on this spemes).‘A!l
Pin-tailed Whydah I 0 recaptures have been at the ring-
3'?:35‘"2{‘)&‘3‘1 Canary 3]0 g ing site, except for a Southern

ellow Canary 5
Bermatone Cauaiy 5 0 Masked Weaver, which had
Streaky-headed Seedeater 1 0 moved between two netting
gall’;‘ B“g““‘g B 3 (‘} 2 days sites about 2 km apart as the
olden-breasted Bunting . : . :
Lark-like Bunting 5 0 blrd ﬂ.les‘. Hopeful[).r lh1§ project
will, in time, provide informa-

Totals 645 61

tion on both movements and

species was not listed as occurring in the
park. There have been no other records,
so perhaps these birds were vagrants dur-
ing a wet period.

African Reed-Warbler:
a common migrant in this area (Collett
1982), but suitable habitat is probably
lacking at MZNP in most years. One bird
captured and ringed at Ebenhaeser dam
on 15 January 2003 (AJFKC).

Yellow Bishop:
first seen in the old park in January 2002
(Alan Collett pers. comm.), and again in
the same area in January 2005 (DP and
others).

Bird ringing

To date (January 2005), we have ringed 645
birds of 72 species (Table 2). This represents
the only bird ringing done within the park
boundaries. Since our primary trapping
method is mist-netting, the sample is biased
towards passerines, and other birds smaller
than a Speckled Pigeon, which fly at the
appropriate height. The African Reed-

ISSN 0075-6458

survival of resident species and
those categorised as migrants
and visitors.

Seasonal movements

Monthly records (SABAP, BIRP and Rhodes
University) showed the expected seasonal
arrivals and departures of migrant species
such as White Storks, Lesser Kestrels,
swifts, European Bee-eaters, swallows and
martins, cuckoos and Willow Warblers.
Three other species showed obvious season-
ality: Reed Cormorants appeared in Decem-
ber and left in February or March: Cape Pen-
duline-Tits, though rare, were only recorded
from March to May or June: and Black-
headed Canaries were present November to
April, and in July. Reed Cormorants, accord-
ing to Harrison er al. (1997), are subject to
local movements that might account for this
pattern. Cape Penduline-Tits are said to
move locally in response to rainfall, but that
would result in erratic rather than seasonal
movements in this area. Black-throated
Canaries are somewhat seasonal in the East-
ern Cape and their presence is consistent
with the reporting pattern shown in the atlas.
Dean (1997) used the bird atlas data to
examine nomadism in Karoo birds, and he
suggested that the main nomadic species
were chiefly granivores, whereas the local
nomads included more insectivorous
species. Of the species occurring in MZNP,
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his primary nomadic list included Namaqua
Sandgrouse, Red-capped Lark, Chestnut-
backed and Grey-backed Sparrowlarks,
Scaly-feathered Finch, Black-headed Canary
and Lark-like Bunting (all granivores) and
the insectivorous Wattled Starling. The local
nomads comprise a mixed bag in terms of
diet: the omnivorous Ludwig’s Bustard:
insectivorous Ant-eating Chat, Yellow-bel-
lied Eremomela and Fairy Flycatcher; nec-
tar-feeding sunbirds (which also take
insects); seedeaters like the Namaqua Dove,
and several canary species. Milton er al.
(1999) characterise Blue Crane, Namaqua
Sandgrouse and Ludwig’s Bustard as species
which show seasonal, rain-related move-
ments in the Karoo, whereas finch-larks and
Black-headed Canaries display irregular
movements. Wattled Starlings and Lark-like
Buntings show irruptive behaviour, concen-
trating periodically in large numbers. We
hope that our long-term study will clarify the
occurrence of these species in the park in
relation to environmental conditions, and
reveal whether there is any periodicity in
their visits.

Bird-mammal interactions

From both MZNP and Namibia there are
reports of Pale-winged Starlings removing
ticks from mountain zebras (Penzhorn &
Horak 1989). In other parts of Africa, both
Pale-winged and Red-winged Starlings
groom klipspringers Oreotragus oreotragus
(Feare & Craig 1998), and this behaviour
merits closer study, since both bird species
and their hosts occur in MZNP.

Changes in the avifauna

Some waterbirds seem to have been more
regular in earlier years. Grobler &
Bronkhorst (1981) refer to Southern
Pochards as common summer visitors in
flocks of up to 14, and also mentioned both
Pied Avocet and Black-winged Stilts as reg-
ular summer visitors. Pochards were not
recorded during the atlas period (1987) and
have not been seen since. while avocets and
stilts have not been reported since 1994,
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Coursers favour bare, often burnt or over-
grazed areas. They have not been recorded in
the park in recent years, and it is notable that
Skead (1965), who found them common,
noted that many parts of the park were heav-
ily overgrazed at that time. So better veld
management with more grazing may make
the habitat unsuitable for this group of birds.
Skead (1965) also reported Olive Bush
Shrikes ‘on most visits’ to MZNP. It is cer-
tainly much less common now: we heard this
very vocal species for the first time in Sep-
tember 2004.

For many species, the absence of earlier
records cannot be taken as a clear indication
of a change in distribution. The data may
simply reflect long-term fluctuations rather
than any novel situation. The Tractrac Chat
was first reported in 1994, yet Collett (1982)
stated ‘Reports of this species by visitors to
the MZNP require confirmation’ so its omis-
sion from earlier lists may be due to chance.
The same may be true of the Melodious
Lark, although Collett (1982) did not record
it from the Cradock district. The Red-billed
Firefinch, not uncommon now, may also
have been overlooked previously, though
Collett (1982) noted that this species disap-
peared during dry years. Its brood parasite,
the Village Indigobird has been recorded
rarely. but may be more common than the
records indicate. Collett (1982) did not
include the Village Indigobird in her discus-
sion, but it has since been recorded on the
farm where she lived, and elsewhere in the
Cradock area. The Dusky Indigobird was
also not reported in the earlier MZNP lists,
while its host (the African Firefinch) was
recorded. According to Collett (1982) the
Dusky Indigobird is an irregular visitor to
the Cradock district. The Black-throated
Canary was first included on the undated
park check list, but has been seen regularly
since 1987. Collett (1982) found it to be
common in the northern part of the Cradock
District after 1950.

One obvious change since the most recent
additions to the park is that Ostriches have
moved down into the newly acquired sec-
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tion, where they were first noted in the sum-
mer of 2003,

In 2001, on the former farm Ebenhaeser,
there were extensive stands of weeds on fal-
low land, frequented by very large flocks of
seed-eaters such as Cape and Southern Grey-
headed Sparrow, Common Waxbills and
Black-throated Canaries. By the following
year the weeds were virtually absent, and
these seed-eaters much less common. On our
visits to date, Scaly-feathered Finches,
Black-throated Canaries and Yellow
Canaries have been recorded only from the
new areas, and not within the original park.

The Eastern Cape population of White-
browed Sparrow-weavers is apparently iso-
lated from those to the north, and it is not
clear how much interchange occurs. Skead
(1966) reported colonies north of Cradock
and no birds in MZNP. By the early 1980s
there was a colony just inside the entrance
gate (not the current park entrance), and it
was only later that the campsite was
colonised by the birds. There are currently
> 50 colonies within the park (Human 2003),
and research on dispersal between them is in
progress.

It is interesting to compare our records from
MZNP with those for the farm ‘Rietvlei’
(32°17'S 26°01'E), in similar habitat to the
east of Cradock. During visits from 1983-
1993, primarily to observe Red-winged and
Pale-winged Starlings (Craig er al. 1989,
1991), we recorded 136 bird species on this
farm. Of these, four have not been recorded
from MZNP: Rameron Pigeon Columba
arquatrix, European Marsh Warbler Acro-
cephalus  palustris, Black Flycatcher
Melaenornis pammelaina and Black-backed
Puffback Dryescopus cubla. Of these, the
warbler is possible in MZNP at least as a pas-
sage migrant, while the flycatcher and the
Black-backed Puffback could occur as
vagrants—perhaps the single report of a
Brubru in the BIRP database is an error for
Black-backed Puffback? Since wild olives, a
favourite food of the Rameron Pigeon are
common in MZNP, it is quite likely that this
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Table 3
Burd species as listed n Fishpool & Evans (2001)
recorded from the Karoo Nature Reserve (KNR).
Karoo National Park (BWNP) and Mountamn Zebra
National Park (MZNP)

KNR BWNP MZNP

Species

Al: species of global
conservation concern
(numerous, or breeding)

Lesser Kestrel X X X
Blue Crane X X
Blue Korhaan X
Ground Woodpecker X X X
Drakensberg Rockjumper X

A12- Namib-Karoo
biome-restricted species

Ludwig’s Bustard X X
Karoo Korhaan X X
Karoo Long-billed Lark X
Karoo Lark X

Sclater’s Lark
Black-eared Sparrowlark
Tractrac Chat
Sickle-winged Chat
Karoo Chat

Layard’s Tit-Babbler
Karoo Eremomela
Cinnamon-breasted Warbler
Namagqua Warbler
Pale-winged Starling
Black-headed Canary

==
B ne 2 D D K M e MK
ol
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species may be a sporadic visitor when the
olive trees are in fruit. Most of these trees are
in kloofs away from the main access roads,
so birds feeding there are likely to be over-
looked.

Conservation significance

Four categories have been used for classify-
ing the conservation status of birds in our
region: Critical, Endangered, Vulnerable and
Near-threatened (Barnes 2000). No birds in
the first two categories have been recorded in
MZNP. Of the Vulnerable species, Cape Vul-
ture, Tawny Eagle, Denham’s and Ludwig’s
Bustards are currently rare vagrants; Martial
Eagle is seen more frequently, and Lesser
Kestrel is a regular migrant to the area, but
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only Blue Cranes are likely to breed within
the park. Near-threatened species are the
Black Stork. Secretarybird, Black Harrier,
Peregrine Falcon, Lanner Falcon, Blue
Korhaan and Knysna Woodpecker. Most of
these are irregular visitors, although the
Black Harrier was formerly considered a res-
ident in the park, and there is certainly suit-
able breeding habitat for both Peregrine and
Lanner Falcons, and for the Secretarybird.

The MZNP was not included in the earlier
compilation of Important Bird Areas in
South Africa (Barnes 1998), and has thus not
been singled out as a significant reserve for
the protection of endangered or regionally
endemic bird species. Two reserves with a
similar avifauna, the Karoo Nature Reserve
at Graaff-Reinet and the Karoo National
Park at Beaufort West were included in both
the regional IBA compilation (Barnes 1998),
and in the later publication listing IBAs for
all African countries (Fishpool & Evans
2001). Table 3 shows that MZNP compares
very favourably with these sites, and com-
plements them as a reserve further west
where the Namib-Karoo Biome overlaps to
some degree with the Afrotropical Highlands
Biome. In all three cases the globally threat-
ened Lesser Kestrel has a large roost in the
nearby town (Cradock, in the case of the
MZNP) and forages within the protected
area, in particular over the plains of the
northern extension of this park.

The Karoo avifauna

In a preliminary account of the birds of the
Karoo Biome, Vernon (1986) noted that the
essential character of birds in the Karoo is
their opportunism. This implies that the dis-
tribution of many species will be unpre-
dictable at any given time. Vernon (1999)
divided the birds occurring in the Karoo
Biome into several categories: endemics
(seven species, of which only the Karoo
Korhaan and Namaqua Warbler are likely
residents in the park); birds shared with
Desert and Savanna Biomes (26 species, 16
in MZNP); birds shared with the Fynbos
Biome (20 species, 14 in MZNP); birds
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shared with the Grassland Biome (31
species, 24 in MZNP); and birds shared with
the Forest Biome (three species). The forest
species are the Cape White-eye, Southern
Double-collared Sunbird and Olive Thrush
Turdus olivaceus—however, this latter
species has now been split into Olive Thrush
and the Karoo Thrush 7. smithi and the latter
is certainly the taxon represented in the park
(Bowie et al. 2003; Bonnevie et al. 2004).
Additional categories used by Vernon (1999)
included widespread species, passage
migrants, waterbirds, and birds associated
with homesteads and settlements or those
now found in the Karoo as a result of agri-
culture. Perhaps the park does bear the scars
of past anthropogenic activity even today,
since all 27 species which Vernon (1999)
includes in this *human-influence’ category
are on our list. So too are almost all the
waterbirds (21 of 24) and the bulk of the
widespread species (38 of 42). Thus the
MZNP clearly protects a good representation
of the Karoo avifauna, and merits considera-
tion as an IBA in South Africa.

Conclusion

The park represents an area of overlap for
many species typical of the coastal region of
the Eastern Cape (e.g., Sombre Greenbul,
Red-fronted Tinkerbird, Red-winged Star-
ling and Cape Weaver) and birds of the arid
interior such as the African Red-eyed Bul-
bul, Acacia Pied Barbet, Pale-winged Star-
ling and Southern Masked Weaver. All of
these can be seen readily around the camp
and picnic areas. At least five lark species are
likely on Rooiplaat in summer, and there is
an excellent selection of birds of prey which
can often be viewed soaring overhead. How-
ever, many of the smaller birds including
warblers and seed-eaters are less likely to be
encountered by the car-bound visitor. Some
specials such as the Drakensberg Rock-
Jjumper will only be encountered on the hik-
ing trail in the highest parts of the park. A
bird-oriented tourist, wishing to make the
most of their time in the park. would need to
spend more time on foot. We believe that
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many visitors to our national parks. both
South Africans and foreign naturalists, have
a special interest in the birdlife. Guided bird-
ing trails would surely be a popular feature,
and despite the presence of buffalo and black
rhino, these could certainly be arranged
without undue risk to the participants.
BirdLife South Africa (formerly the South-
ern African Ornithological Society), in part-
nership with commercial sponsors, now
offers training courses specifically for bird
guides. This would both provide additional
employment opportunities for local people,
and enhance the attractiveness of this park as
a tourist destination.
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