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Cutaneous Metastasis Presenting as Vesicular-Like 
Lesions
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Case Presentation

A 76-year-old man presented with vesicular-like lesions 

covering the submandibular area and the sides of the neck 

(Figure 1). The patient was a known case of squamous cell 

carcinoma affecting the floor of the mouth. Histopathology of 

the lesions showed a tumor in the dermis with squamoid mor-

phology, polygonal cells, abundant eosinophilic cytoplasm, 

and vesicular nucleus (Figure 2). On immunohistochemistry, 

cells were positive for p63 and p40 markers. Final diagnosis 

of cutaneous metastasis, secondary to squamous cell carci-

noma, was made.  

Teaching Point

Cutaneous metastases generally present as solitary or multiple 

hard nodules. Other atypical presentations such as mor-

phea-like, erysipelas-like, alopecia neoplastica, zosteriform 

metastases, etc., are rarely seen [1]. Vesicobullous metastasis is 

rare and has been previously described in breast cancers and 

melanomas. In our case, because of the vesicular-like lesions, 

Figure 1. Multiples vesicular-like lesions over the anterior and lat-

eral side of the neck. 

the disease mimicked disseminated herpes zoster, radiother-

apy induced bullous pemphigoid, hence awareness regarding 

such presentation is important.
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Figure 2. Histopathological examination (H&E, x40) showed tu-

mor in dermis with squamoid morphology, polygonal cells, abun-

dant eosinophilic cytoplasm, and vesicular nucleus.


