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The Motor City
Getting around and having fun

by W illiam P. Kane

When you come to De­
troit for the ACRL 9Ih 
N atio n al C o n fe ren ce  
April 8 -11 , y o u ’ll be 
happy to find yourself in 
the middle of a dynamic 
and changing city—a place

with some history both behind and ahead of it.
In just a couple years (on July 24, 2001, to 

be exact), Detroit will celebrate its tricentennial, 
but in just the past few years,
Detroit’s experienced an un­
p rec ed en ted  rebu ild ing  
boom, and visitors to this 
proud city this spring will be 
uniquely positioned to wit­
ness firsthand some of these 
investments. Not only will 
you be able to leam from the 
conference programs and ex­
hibits, but the host city will 
be a comfortable and fun 
place to look around and Hart Plaza—near the 

Cobo Convention Centerkick back for a few days.

Getting to your hotel
First things first—you have to get here. If you’re 
flying in, you’ll land at Detroit’s Metropolitan 
Airport. Hard-traveling Detroiters would be 
the last people to sugar-coat Metro Airport’s 
ambiance—it’s big, it’s crowded, and its décor 
is, well, functional. In 1997, Metro was ranked 
as the world’s 5th busiest airport in terms of 
operations (landings and takeoffs), and 14th in

the world in numbers of passengers. The good 
news is that a new midfield terminal is under 
construction—to the tune of $786 million— 
which will feature such items as overhead trams 
to transport passengers between gate connec­
tions and enhanced dining and shopping areas. 
The bad news is that the new  terminal’s ex­
pected completion isn’t until 2001. However, 
there have been some recent and significant up­
grades to the concessions and the curbside 

pickup areas, which discern­
ing travelers may regard as 
a good sign of the better 
things to come.
Though it’s too bad the con­
ference precedes the opening 
of the new airport, at least 
there w on’t be any kinks to 
work out—the place hums, 
and you should arrive on 
time and without a hitch. 
Just be prepared for a bit of 
a hike to the baggage claim 
(especially if you land at or 
near Gate C-25). Metro Air­

port is about 25 miles west of downtown De­
troit, so once you grab your bag, the best bet is 
to either hail or share a cab to your hotel 
(around $30), or take the commuter shuttle’s 
door-to-door service ($19 one-way); you can buy 
the shuttle ticket from the booth at the bag­
gage claim.

If you’re staying at any of the conference 
hotels, you can’t miss; they’re all first-rate prop-
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erties w ith reasonable b ig-city rates. As y o u ’ll 
discover on your ride to the hotel from  the air­
port, or on  your drive from elsew here, the free­
w ay system  in southeast M ichigan is a little in­
tense: th ere ’s the Ford Freew ay ( I- 9 4 ) ,  the 
Jeffries Freew ay (I-9 6 ) ,  the Fisher Freew ay (I— 
75), the Chrysler Freew ay (also , oddly, I-7 5 ) ,  
the Southfield Freew ay (M -39), and the Lodge 
Freew ay (M -1 0 )— each  w ith lots o f  lanes that 
can m ove lots o f  traffic, and each, as you might 
exp ect from  the city that put the w orld on 
w heels, leading right to dow ntow n M otown. 
Y o u ’ll n o  doubt b e  less than a m ile from  the 
freew ay exit, regardless o f w hich freew ay or 
hotel.

If y o u ’re staying in D earborn, y o u ’ll en joy 
a convenient door-to-door shuttle to and from 
the C o b o  Hall C onvention Center. I f  your 
hotel is in dow ntow n D e­
troit, y o u ’ll b e  w ithin easy 
w alking distance to Cobo; 
otherw ise, you can  rely on 
the PeopleM over (D etroit’s 
answ er to m ass transit) to 
scoot around the downtown 
loop for just 50 cents.

M eanw hile, dow ntow n 
Detroit is undergoing a dra­
m a tic  f a c e l i f t :  th e  o ld  
H udson’s departm ent store 
w as recently  im ploded to 

Edison's Menlo Park lab at the Henry 
Ford Museum and Greenfield Village.

m ake room  for n ew  retail 
and residential buildings; the 
Renaissance Center, a com plex o f office and ho­
tel tow ers, is now  hom e to G eneral M otors’ 
w orld headquarters; the grandstands for the 
D etroit T igers’ new  dow ntow n ballpark are 
rising; and construction is underway for a mega­
entertainm ent com p lex hom e to three Vegas- 
style casinos.

So, o n ce  you ’re u n packed  at the hotel and 
you have your conference nam e badge squared 
away, you can  relax over a n ice  d inner or go 
out on  the tow n to  get the w eek en d  started 
right.

To urs, re s ta u ra n ts , an d  re ce p tio n s
Admittedly, though, y o u ’re already going to 
b e plenty busy. T he con ference is packed with 
entertainm ent as w ell as program m ing. T here 
are preconferences and local library and sight­
seeing tours planned for Thursday, April 8, and 
the con feren ce proper begins on  Friday, April 
9. I f  you have n o  plans o n  Friday for dinner,

sign up for a “dinner w ith colleagu es,” hosted 
by  a local librarian at a local restaurant; ch eck  
the hospitality bo o th  in the convention center 
for sign-up sheets and menus.

Also o n  Friday evening, y o u ’re o f  cou rse 
invited to the A ll-Conference Reception, to  b e  
held  at the new  M useum  o f African A m erican 
H istory (MAAH). T h e  MAAH is a beautiful 
facility, and you’ll have a chance to see the com ­
pelling exhibits, to b e  entertained by  som e ter­
rific local perform ers, and to m eet your fellow  
conference attendees informally over drinks and 
dessert.

O n Saturday, April 10, y o u ’ll have another 
ch an ce  to go  out for “dinner w ith co lleagu es” 
before heading off to the conference-sponsored 
reception at the Henry Ford M useum in neigh­
boring D earborn , M ichigan. T h e  m u seum ’s 

scope and scale are spectacu­
lar, and y o u ’ll b e  intrigued 
by , am o n g o th e r  things, 
how  they m anaged to  get 
that enorm ous locom otive 
th ro u g h  th e  fro n t d o o r. 
Both receptions are included 
in the co n feren ce  registra­
tion, as is the transportation 
to  and from  sam e. (P lease 
note: n ext m onth’s issue o f 
C&RL N ew s will feature an 
article devoted  to D etroit 
restaurants.)

Late  n ig h t a c t iv it ie s
There’s still time after the conference receptions 
b reak  up to  get out and about. D etroit’s a big 
m usic tow n, and there are any nu m ber o f 
hotspots dow ntow n w here you can  hear cool 
acid  jazz or loud rock  and roll. T h e  W hitney 
[4421 W oodw ard, (313) 832-5700], a landmark 
Detroit restaurant, has a cozy piano bar on  the 
third floor that’s op en  late. JaD a [546 E. Larned, 
(3 13) 965-1700], a s leek  n ew  grill dow ntow n, 
offers upw ardly m obile  fo o d  and m usic— a 
unique combination o f delicious jazz and down- 
hom e soul food.

N ear the D etroit O pera H ouse, you can 
hang w ith the α p r e s  aria crow d at Interm ezzo 
[1435 Randolph, (313) 961-0707]— a room  with 
a loft-like fee l and great northern Italian fare 
and one o f the best-looking bars you’ll ever see—  
w here the m oodsw ings range from  m ellow  to 
jum ping; it’s fun, and y o u ’ll like it. For som e 
alternative sounds, cab on over to Hamtramck’s
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nightclub scen e  and pay the cov er charge to 
dance late to techno at clubs like M otor Lounge 
[3515 Caniff, (3 1 3 ) 369-0090] and  Lili’s [2930 
Jaco b , (313) 875-65551.

A n d  d o n ’t f o r g e t  to  w a lk  d o w n  
G reektow n’s M onroe Street and cruise the strip 
o f ethnic restaurants and watering holes, w here 
y o u ’re just as likely to hear the sounds o f  both 
belly dancing and line dancing.

C a n a d a  n e x t d o o r
D o n ’t forget that W indsor, O ntario, is just 
across the D etroit River from  dow ntow n, and 
you can  conveniently  cross the bord er via the 
Detroit-W indsor Tunnel. (E d. n o te : T w o form s 
o f  identification are requ ired  to  g o  through 
custom s, such as a driver’s license, voter regis­
tration, passport, birth certificate, o r visa.)

T hou gh W indsor’s a lovely city kn ow n for 
its fine restaurants and dra­
m atic view s o f  the D etroit 
sky lin e , th e  b ig  n ew s in 
W indsor and  D etroit is the 
recen t o p en in g  o f  C asino 
Windsor— a full service gam­
ing and hotel facility.

With over 100,000 square 
feet o f  gam bling tables and 
slot m achines, and alm ost 
400  hotel room s and  three 
restaurants, Casino W indsor 
is hop p in g 24/7. Plus, the 

Casino Windsorcurrent exchange rate means 
you can  lose  $30 CAN for 
only $20 US. Call (8 0 0 ) 991-7777  for details.

M a jo r le a g u e  sp o rts
I f  y o u ’re  c o m in g  in to  to w n  e a r ly  fo r  a 
p reco n feren ce , you m ay b e  ab le  to  ch e ck  out 
the D etroit Red W ings’ h o m e gam e at the Jo e  
Louis Arena o n  W ednesday night, April 7. T he 
W ings are b ack -to -b ack  Stanley Cup ch am p i­
ons, and Detroit’s a fanatic, Original Six hockey 
city, so  tickets to  m ost gam es are usually sold 
out, but you may have luck on a midw eek gam e 
if you plan ahead.

Likewise, the Detroit Tigers op en their 1999 
season on  the road, but if you’re extending your 
stay in the city through M onday, April 12, you 
m ay b e  able to snag a seat for O pening D ay—  
the last at historic T iger Stadium— as play b e ­
gins at the un der-constru ction  T iger Ballpark 
in 2000. In either case , call (2 4 8 ) 6 45-6666  for 
ticket inform ation.

B o o k s
Unless you go  o n  on e o f the local library tours, 
you don’t see  m any books these days at library 
con ferences. Like m ost o f  the country, the D e­
troit area has its share o f  good  b o o k  stores—  
from  chain superstores to  eclectic  little shops. 
D etroit is h o m e to  a un iqu e com bin ation  o f 
th ose tw o types that m ight b e  w orth a stop: 
Jo h n  K. King U sed and Rare B ooks.

H oused  in a form er h an ger factory, King 
B o o k s  has ov er 75 0 ,0 0 0  titles in stock  o n  four 
floors. An am azing p lace, it’s a s to n e ’s throw  
from the convention center; m aybe you can talk 
yourself into spending a long lunch hour there. 
For inform ation, call (3 13 ) 961-0622.

C o m e d y
A great tim e in D etroit can  b e  had  at T h e  Sec­
ond  City, w ith its brand o f  sketch com edy that 

offers a rare, refreshing, and 
hilarious v iew s o f  current 
social, political, and cultural 
life, including som e o ften  
enough self-deprecating top­
ics sp ecific  to the D etroit 
a r e a .  In  th e  h e a r t  o f  
D etroit’s theater district and 
just a q u ick  ride up W ood ­
w ard Avenue, you can  also 
catch  a nice bite at a variety 
o f  n e a r b y  e a t e r ie s .  
Show tim es are at 8 :0 0  p.m. 
o n  W ednesday, Thursday, 
and Sunday, and at 8:00 p.m. 

and 10:30 p.m . o n  Friday and  Saturday. Call 
(3 1 3 ) 965-2222 to reserve your tickets.

S o  w h e th e r  y o u ’re  c o m in g  to  th e  ACRL 
N ational C o n fe ren ce  fro m  th e  o th e r  sid e  o f 
th e  w o rld , cou n try , o r  state , y o u ’ll find  that 
th e re ’s n o  lack  o f  th ings to  d o  an d  p la ce s  to 
s e e  in D etro it. Y o u r  o n ly  reg re t w ill lik e ly  
b e  that you  d id n ’t g e t to  sp en d  en o u g h  tim e 
e x p lo r in g  o n  y o u r o w n , s in ce  it’s th e  k ind  
o f  p lace  that folks tend to  like m ore th e m ore 
th ey  g e t to  k n o w  it.

In any case, you’re sure to have a good time, 
and you ’ll leave convinced that all conferences 
should  b e  held  in p laces like historic D etroit, 
w hich  offers easy access to  fine dining, luxury 
accomm odations, major league sporting events, 
fantastic museums and libraries, world-class the­
ater, and late night boogie woogie— all at afford­
able prices. H ere’s hoping you live it up w hile 
y o u ’re here. ■
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