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Southern  M ethodist U niversity (SMU) opened its n ew  Fondren Library Center recently as donors  
and  u n iversity  rep resen ta tives sto od  p o ised  to  cu t th e  ribbon. The co m p lex  en co m p asses th e  
Fond ren  L ibrary, th e  Science  and  Eng ineerin g  L ibrary, an d  th e  n e w  7,100 sq u are  fo o t b u ild ing  
th a t  w ill co n n e ct th e  tw o  lib ra r ie s . P ictu red  h e re  a re  fro m  rig h t: SM U  tru ste e  an d  Fo n d ren  
fam ily  representative Sue Tram m el W hitfield ; SM U Central U niversity Librarian G illian  M cCom bs; 
Charles Selecm an, grandson o f Charles S. Selecm an fo r w h o m  th e  n ew  Center's Selecm an Tow er 
is  n am ed ; SM U  P res id en t R. G era ld  Tu rn er; SM U P ro vo st R o ss M u rfin ; an d  lib ra ry  e x e cu tiv e  
board  m em b er Jam es G lasscock, w h o  gave th e  invocation .

Support Library Legislative Day!

This year marks the 25th anniversary o f Na­
tional Library Legislative D ay to b e  held in 
W ashington, D.C. on  May 3-4, 1999. T hese 
tw o days are o f  significant co n seq u en ce  to 
librarians in general— and academic librarians 
in particular— becau se they provide a venue 
for librarians to make acquaintance with their 
congressional representatives and to explain 
how  their actions and policy decisions can 
affect your library. Considering the rapid 
changes that are occurring in our libraries due 
to evolving information technology, w e must 
keep  our representatives informed and edu­
cated  m ore than ever con cern in g the impli­
cations o f information policy on academ ic li­
braries.

O n the first day, M onday, you will b e  
briefed on general legislative issues important 
to libraries such as copyright, governm ent in­
form ation dissem in ation, appropriations, 
education funding, and discounted telecom  
rates. Also on M onday, ACRL will sponsor 
an activity designed to brief you on issues par­
ticularly im portant to academ ic librarians.

Y ou m ay caucus with your state delegation 
later in the day. O n Tuesday, you will join 
your state delegation and visit your congres­
sional representatives, delivering your m es­
sages about library issues. Past experience of 
other academ ic librarians indicates that you 
m ay w ant arrive in D.C. on  Sunday to be 
ready for the full day o f  activities on  M on­
day.

T h e registration fee  for Legislative Day 
is $8. ALA has set aside a b lo ck  o f room s at 
the H oliday Inn on  T h e Hill [415 N ew Je r ­
sey Ave., N. W ., phone: (202) 6 3 8 -l6 l6 ]  at a 
special rate; ask for the ALA Rate o f $129 
(single) and $139 (double).

For m ore inform ation and a registration 
form  access the Legislative Day W eb site at 
h ttp ://w w w  .ala.org/w ashoff/legday.htm l. 
Check with your state association legislative 
com m ittee about teaming with them  for vis­
its to the congressional offices.

If you plan to attend p lease let M ichael 
G odow  know .— M ich a el G odow , ACRL p r o ­
g ra m  o fficer, m g od ow @ ala .org .
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