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I n t e r n e t  R e v i e w s Joni R. Roberts and 
Carol A. Drost, editors

Social Science In fo rm atio n  G atew ay  
(SOSIG). Access: h ttp://w w w .sosig.ac.uk/. 
“SO SIG  does for the In te rn e t w hat a first 

class social science librarian  m igh t do for you 
at the  reference desk: it selects th e  best re­
sources available in  p a rticu la r sub ject areas,

d e s c r i b e s  
them  to you 
an d  delivers 
them  to your 
d e sk to p  a t 
th e  c lick  o f 
a m o u s e .” 

This is an official “public izing” phrase from  
the SO SIG  W eb site. C urious about the site? 
Read on.

SO SIG  is an In te rn e t gateway providing ac­
cess to h igh-quality  W eb resources in  the  areas 
o f social sciences, business, and law. It is freely 
available and is part o f  the U K  Resource D is­
covery N etw ork . SO SIG  reaches ou t to s tu ­
dents, academ ics, researchers, and  p ra c titio ­
ners via its “In te rn e t C ata logue,” “Social Sci­
ence Search E n g ine ,” “Social Science G rape­
vine,” and a “M y A ccoun t” custom izing facil­
ity. In add ition , it also provides tra in ing  m ate­
rials and su p p o rt for users o f  these products.

S O S IG ’s m ain  page shows th e  “In te rn e t 
C atalogue,” w hich provides a search and browse 
facility for social sciences resources th a t have 
been selected by subject experts. T h is catalog 
looks very m uch like a Yahoo! Subject catego­
ries lis tin g . T h e  su b jec t areas available for 
brow sing are business, econom ics, education, 
environm ental sciences and issues, ethnology, 
ethnography and anthropology, E uropean stu d ­
ies, geography, governm ent and public  adm in­
istration , law, philosophy, politics, psychology, 
social science general, social welfare, sociol­
ogy, statistics, and w om en’s studies. Each o f 
these provides access to thousands o f  resources 
on the In ternet.

An advanced  search  o p tio n  searches the 
SO SIG  Catalogue and offers controlled vocabu­
lary searching th ro u g h  the thesauri. T h e  ad­
vanced m ode for searching allows options for 
lim iting  the search in a particu lar subject area 
or specific field (such as title, au thor, keyword, 
URL). T he user can also lim it by d ifferent types

o f  resources (such as reports , articles, jo u r­
nals, newsgroups, datasets, books, governm ent 
docum ents, etc.). Further, tru n ca tio n  o f  search 
term s is available, and search results are ranked 
in ascending order according to docum ents that 
have the m ost num ber o f occurrences o f the 
search term .

SO SIG  offers three different thesauri to aid 
in searching. T he “G eneral Social Science T h e ­
saurus” is developed from  the H um anities and 
Social Sciences E lectron ic  T h esau ru s o f  the  
data archive at U niversity  o f  Essex; the “G ov­
ernm ent, Politics and A nthropology  T hesau­
ru s” is bu ilt from  the list o f  subject descriptors 
developed by the  In tern a tio n a l B ibliography 
o f the Social Sciences; and the “Social W ork 
a n d  W elfa re  T h e s a u r u s ” is d e r iv e d  fro m  
C aredata from  the N a tiona l In stitu te  for So­
cial W ork. T hese thesauri help users to execute 
m ore accurate searches.

S O S IG ’s “Social Science Search E ngine” in ­
dexes m ore th an  50,000  W eb pages collected 
by W eb-craw ler software. Researchers will lo­
cate m ore resources th rough  the “Social Sci­
ence Search E n g in e ,” b u t the quality  o f  the 
resources is less reliable and SO SIG  does no t 
provide w ritten  descriptions for the listed sites. 
T he simple search option  offers keyword search­
ing, w hich also can be lim ited  to the title  or 
descrip tion  fields or both .

“Social Science G rapevine” is the  “people 
o rien ted” segm ent o f SO SIG . Users can browse 
and search listings o f  university  social science 
departm ents, résum és, curricula vitae, profiles 
o f  scholars and professors and they can check 
in fo rm atio n  ab o u t conferences, courses, and 
m ore. “G rapev ine” is a too l fo r n e tw ork ing  
w ith  fellow social science researchers.

T h e  “M y A ccoun t” feature lets you person­
alize SO SIG  resources. I t  helps w ith  curren t 
awareness, career developm ent, and publicity  
o f  conferences and events. For exam ple, users
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can post announcem ents and new conferences, 
workshops, or seminars that are o f m utual in ­
terest to social science colleagues.

SO SIG  is an extraordinary W eb site that 
has successfully brought together vast resources 
available on the In te rn e t in a very creative, 
coherent and efficient way, allowing students 
and scholars access to a cornucopia o f social 
science in form ation .—  Triveni Kuchi, Rutgers 
University, Libraries, kuchi@rci.rutgers.edu

A fr ic a  A c tio n . Access: h ttp :/ /w w w .
africaaction.org/.
Africa A ction is an organization based in 

W ashington, D .C ., th a t “works for political,
econom ic and 
social ju stice  
in  A frica . 
T h ro u g h  th e  
p ro v is io n  o f  
accessible i n
f o r m a t i o n  
a n d  a n a ly s is  
c o m b i n e d  

w ith the m obilization o f public pressure [Af­
rica Action] work[s] to change the policies and 
policy-m aking processes o f  U.S. and m ultina­
tional institu tions tow ard Africa.” Africa Ac­
tion, established in 2001, is the latest m anifes­
ta tio n  o f  organizations seeking to  influence 
U.S. policy toward Africa, incorporating  three 
form er organizations: Am erican C om m ittee on 
Africa, Africa Policy Inform ation C enter, and 
the Africa Fund.

W hen considering W eb sites presenting a 
variety o f inform ation  concerning Africa, Af­
rica A ction is a strong resource. W hile m uch 
o f  its co n ten t m ay appeal p redom inan tly  to 
activists, policym akers, and scholars o f A fri­
can politics, m aterial and links to general in ­
form ation  about Africa are included, as well. 
This inform ation is also interdisciplinary, cov­
ering culture, economics, history, media, poli­
tics, public health , and religion, am ong o ther 
topics. Librarians, w hether working in general 
reference or in  African Studies libraries, will 
view Africa A ction useful and w orth suggest­
ing to their patrons.

The Africa A ction hom epage has links to 
m ain con ten t in eight boxes, vertically posi­
tioned w ith four per side. T he m iddle o f  the 
hom epage has links to recent articles and in ­
form ation. N ear the bo ttom  are two boxes with 
Africa A ction’s con tact in fo rm ation  and an ­

other listing the five m ost recent docum ents 
posted by Africa Action.

T he strengths o f  the Africa A ction site are 
its con ten t, inform ation architecture, archives, 
and search functions. T he hom epage has both 
a search box and two links to the site map. 
Perhaps the m ost im p o rtan t function  o f  Af­
rica A ction is that they repost governm ental 
and  N G O  (non g o v ern m en ta l o rgan ization) 
policy docum ents em anating  from  or about 
Africa. D ocum ents are dated and archived by 
country  and subject.

Africa A ction is currently  m obilized around 
two related campaigns: Africa’s R ight to H ealth 
C am paign  (dealing p red o m in an tly  w ith  the 
H IV /A ID S pandem ic) and debt cancellation 
for all African countries. Each of these issues 
has its own page th a t includes original cam ­
paign  resources, rep o sted  g o v ern m en t and 
N G O  docum ents, as well as links to related 
Web sites. Organizations that support these and 
o ther cam paigns are listed on the “Advocacy 
N etw ork” page. T his includes contact action 
alerts, updates, event notices, and contact in ­
form ation  o f over 200 organizations partici­
pating in the Advocacy N etw ork for Africa.

Africa A ction also includes o ther useful sec­
tions such as “Africa Policy E-Journal” and “Af­
rica on  the In te rn e t.” “Africa Policy E-Jour-
nal” lists governm ent and N G O  policy docu­
m ents by date and topics w ith archival cover­
age to 1995. T he “Africa on the In tern e t” page 
includes w onderful country-specific resources 
w ith links to docum ents, data, news, and o ther 
inform ation. C ountry  links are listed in alpha­
betical order and also are accessible by clicking 
on a map o f Africa, w hich is broken into re­
gions near the bo ttom  o f  the page.

T he only negative aspect about the site is 
th a t it is no t particularly  aesthetically pleasing, 
especially the  yellow ish-orange background  
color seen on m ost pages. Some pages also use 
a periw inkle blue for the background, m aking 
it som ew hat d ifficult to read the black text 
and blue links. Africa A ction uses graphics spar­
ingly so th a t individuals accessing the site from 
locations in  Africa (where In tern e t access is 
costly) will have faster loading times.

C learly, the  s tren g th  o f  th is W eb site is 
th a t it p resen ts a large q u a n tity  o f in fo rm a­
tio n  c o n ce rn in g  A frica  in a clear, orderly, 
e f f ic ie n t,  a n d  tim e ly  m a n n e r .—Jason M . 
Schultz‚ Northwestern University, j-schultz2@  
northwestern.edu ■
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