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Julie Virgo receives a copy of Alliance for Excellence from Secretary of Education Terrel Bell.

Librarians respond to A N ation a t Risk

In September 1983 the U.S. Department of Edu­
cation initiated a series of small regional seminars 
to bring together librarians, educators, patrons, 
and other interested groups to identify the most ef­
fective role for libraries in a Learning Society. The 
primary purpose of this initiative was to respond to 
the landmark report of the National Commission 
on Excellence in Education, A Nation at Risk, 
which underscored the decline of educational stan­
dards in the United States, especially with regard 
to secondary education.

To achieve this purpose, a National Advisory 
Board, consisting of presidents and executive direc­
tors of major library and information science asso­
ciations, was established. Joyce Ball and Julie 
Virgo participated on behalf of ACRE.

The Board’s deliberations led to the preparation 
of five key position papers on specialized aspects of 
librarianship: public library service, school library 
service, academic library service, library and in­
formation science education, and library linkages 
and cooperative activity.

The end result of this initiative is Alliance for Ex­
cellence, a report to librarians, information scien­
tists, educators, and the general public as to what 
roles various types of libraries can play towards the

fuller realization of a Learning Society, the im­
provement of U.S. schools and colleges, and the 
more efficient and effective handling of informa­
tion and knowledge in support of learning.

The recommendations in the report of most rele­
vance to academic libraries are:

• “We recommend that school library media 
centers and public and academic libraries be open, 
to the fullest extent possible, to elementary and sec­
ondary school students and area residents. This 
policy would have the joint aims of expanding the 
time available for learning, while making more ef­
fective use of a community’s library and informa­
tion resources.”

• “We recommend that libraries accept their 
central role in the Learning Society as valid learn­
ing centers. Further, we recommend that these 
centers be staffed with user-oriented professionals 
who not only understand community needs but 
also know learning resources. These ‘learners’ ad­
visers would help patrons to gain the information 
and skills to function successfully in the Learning 
Society.”

• “We recommend that libraries become active 
in adult literacy education programs at local, state, 
and national levels.”
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• “We recommend that librarians at local, state, 
and national levels develop and implement plans to 
share the resources and services of their institutions 
in support of education and lifelong learning. We 
also recommend that at the national level, leader­
ship should be exerted to endorse, assist, and sup­
port the states and local communities in their ef­
forts to share resources.”

• “We recommend that library and information 
science educators reform and refine the recruit­
ment, preparation, and continuing education of li­
brarians and information scientists. Further, we

recommend that the entire library community 
hold higher education responsible for providing 
high-quality education to equip professionals with 
special competencies to work effectively in libraries 
and information centers in the Learning Society.”

Copies of the 64-page report, Alliance for Excel­
lence: Librarians Respond to A Nation at Risk, are 
available for $2,50 from the Superintendent of 
Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington, DC 20402, stock no. 065-000-002-07- 
8, and from the ERIC System in either print or mi­
crofiche format. ■ ■

ACRL/ISI fellowships for 1985
The Association of College and Research Li­

braries solicits applications for the two fellowships 
made possible by the Institute for Scientific Infor­
mation in Philadelphia. The first, the Samuel La- 
zerow Fellowship for Research in Acquisitions or 
Technical Services in an Academic or Research Li­
brary, honors a senior vice-president of ISI who 
made outstanding contributions to these fields. 
The fellowship of $1,000 is to foster advances in ac­
quisitions or technical services by providing a prac­
ticing librarian with funds for research, travel, and 
writing.

The second fellowship, the ACRL Doctoral Dis­
sertation Fellowship, provides an award of $1,000 
to a doctoral student working on a dissertation in 
the area of academic librarianship.

Applications for both fellowships should be 
made to Sandy Whiteley, Associate Executive Di­
rector, ACRL/ALA, 50 E. Huron St., Chicago, IL 
60611-2795, and are due by December 1, 1984. 
There are no application forms for these fellow­
ships. Candidates should submit proposals as de­
scribed below. The winners of the awards will be 
announced at the ALA Annual Conference in Chi­
cago in July 1985.

To be eligible for the Lazerow Award, a librar­
ian must be working in acquisitions or technical 
services in an academic or research library. The 
Fellowship supports research in acquisitions or 
technical services, including the technical services 
aspects of library automation and library manage­
ment. Research projects in collection development 
or the compilation of bibliographies will not be 
supported by this Fellowship. Application pro­
posals should be brief (five pages or less) and in­
clude the following:

1) description of research, travel, or writing 
project;

2) schedule for the project;
3) an estimate of expenses.
An up-to-date curriculum vitae should accom­

pany the proposal. Proposals for the Lazerow 
Award will be judged on the following:

1) potential significance of the project to acquisi­

tions or technical services work;
2) originality and creativity;
3) clarity and completeness of the proposal;
4) evidence of an interest in scholarship, such as 

a previous publication record.
In order to be eligible for the ACRL Doctoral 

Dissertation Award, the applicant must meet the 
following qualifications:

1) be an active doctoral student in the academic 
librarianship area in a degree-granting institution;

2) have all coursework completed;
3) have had a dissertation proposal accepted by 

the institution.
The application should be brief (less than ten 

pages) and include the following:
1) description of the research, including signifi­

cance and methodology;
2) a schedule for completion;
3) budget and budget justification for items for 

which support is sought (these must be items for 
which no other support is available);

4) the name of the dissertation advisor and com­
mittee members;

5) a cover letter from the dissertation advisor en­
dorsing the proposal.

An up-to-date curriculum vitae should accom­
pany the proposal. Proposals will be judged on the 
following criteria:

1) potential significance of the research to the 
field of academic librarianship;

2) validity of the methodology and proposed 
method of analysis;

3) originality and creativity;
4) clarity and completeness of the proposal;
5) presentation of a convincing plan for comple­

tion in a reasonable amount of time;
6) evidence of a continuing interest in scholar­

ship, such as a previous publication record.
The winner of the 1984 Fellowship was Donald 

Gould, a doctoral candidate at the University of 
Southern California.

For further information on these fellowships, 
contact Sandy Whiteley, ACRL/ALA, 50 E. Hu­
ron St., Chicago, IL 60611; (312) 944-6780. ■ ■
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