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W a s h i n g t o n  H o t l i n e Lynne E. Bradley

N ational Library Legislative D ay 2003 is y o u r 
o p p o rtu n ity  to  visit C apitol Hill to  d iscuss leg ­
islation  th a t is im p o rtan t to  libraries.

Strong grassroots participation
T h e  legislative day  ev en ts  p ro v id e  a n  im p o r­
tan t o p p o rtu n ity  fo r e ac h  p a rtic ip an t to  e d u ­
cate  new ly  e lec ted  a n d  re tu rn ing  Senators an d  
R epresen tatives ab o u t all th e  terrific p rogram s 
a t y o u r lib rary  a n d  o n  issues th a t a re  im p o r­
tan t to  th e  larger library  co m m unity . Y our 
C on g ressio n a l rep re sen ta tiv es w a n t  to  k n o w  
a b o u t  h o w  lib ra ries  a n d  lib ra ry  p ro g ram s 
im p ac t th e  lives o f  th e ir co n stitu en ts— a n d  
w h o  b e tte r  to  tell th em  a b o u t th e  co n tin u in g  
im p o rtan ce  o f  lib raries th an  a  stro n g  g ro u p  
o f  library  advocates?

Who, when, and where?
N ational Library Legislative D ay  even ts w ill b e  
held  in W ashington, D.C., May 11-13, 2003. Par­
ticipants in Legislative Day events include librar­
ians, trustees, friends o f  libraries, library school 
faculty and  students, and  o ther library advocates 
w h o  sp e a k  to  m em bers o f  C ongress ab o u t th e  
significant con tribu tions libraries m ake  in their 
communities. Your grassroots support is crucial to 
the  success o f  o u r legislative day events.

O n May 11, there will be  a preconference event 
sponsored  by the  Association o f Library Trustees 
an d  Advocates, th e  District o f  C olum bia Library 
Association, an d  ALA’s W ashington Office. T he 
event, entitled “Introduction  to  National Library 
Legislative Day: W hy Y our P artic ipation  is Im ­
portan t; W hat to  D o  a n d  H o w  to  D o  It,” is d e ­
sig n ed  to  p ro v id e  tips for first tim e Legislative 
Day participants o n  ho w  to  m ake an  im pact dur­
ing Hill visits an d  to help  with the organization of 
presentations to your legislators. T he session will 
be held  at the Van Scoyoc Conference Room, 101 
C onstitu tion  Ave., Suite 600 b eg in n in g  a t 3:00 
p.m . Please RSVP to  cbow m an@ alaw ash.org o r 
m costabile@ alaw ash.org if you  are  p lann ing  to 
attend this session.

ACRL m em bers are encouraged to  attend the 
association’s Legislative Luncheon May 11, featuring
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T om  Susm an, w h o  will sp e a k  o n  th e  USA PA­
TRIOT Act, a n d  C laudette  T enant, from  ALA’s 
Office for Inform ation Technology Policy.

M ay 12 is th e  b riefing  d ay  a t th e  H yatt Re­
gency W ashington o n  Capitol Hill, 400 N ew  Jer­
sey Ave., N.W., W ashington, D.C. 20001. In addi­
tion to  the briefing day event, there will b e  a  free 
re ce p tio n  for all Legislative D ay a tte n d ee s  o n  
M onday evening, May 12, to  launch  the  “Gates 
Portal Program.” The reception will be held in the 
Great Hall at the Library o f Congress beginning at 
6:30 p.m . Each legislative day participant will re­
ceive a personal invitation to this event, so  regis­
ter early w ith your state coordinator.

O n  May 13, N ational Library Legislative Day 
events will begin  w ith a  short briefing and  send- 
o ff fo r p a rtic ipan ts , fo llo w ed  b y  visits to  c o n ­
gressional offices. T h e  ALA W ashington Office 
w ill p re p a re  b ack g ro u n d  m aterials for partici­
p an ts to  d istribute during  th e  congressional of­
fice visits. We urge you to develop handouts with 
s ta te  a n d  loca l lib ra ry  sto ries  a n d  sta tistics to  
distribute. National Library Legislative D ay will 
conclude w ith a  w rap -u p  session  for state coor­
dinators to discuss the day’s experiences followed 
by the  Congressional Reception, w h ere  you can 
m ingle w ith  legislators a n d  staff m em bers you  
m et earlier in the  day.

T he registration fee for National Library Leg­
islative Day is $15 p e r  attendee. If you are inter­
ested  in participating in this year’s events, p lease 
contact your state legislative day coordinator listed 
o n  ou r W eb site at h ttp ://w w w .ala .o rg /C o n ten t/ 
N a v ig a tio n M e n u /O u r_ A sso c ia tio n /O ff ic e s /  
A LA_W ashington/Events10/N ational_L ibrary_ 
Legislative_Day/National_Library_Legislative_ 
Day.htm.

Full issue briefs will b e  u p  o n  the  W eb site by 
May 5.

If y o u  n eed  m ore inform ation o r have q u es­
tions about legislative day, p lease e-mail Camille 
B ow m an at cbowm an@ alawash.org o r call (800) 
941-8478. If you  are unab le  to  a ttend  the  events 
this year, bu t w o u ld  like to  m ake a contribution 
to  he lp  su p p o rt legislative day, sen d  a  check  to 
Peggy Flynn, NLLD C om m ittee Treasurer, 4750 
Chevy Chase Drive, Apt. 401, Chevy Chase, MD 
20815-6416. P lease m ake  the  ch eck  payab le  to 
“N ational Library Legislative D ay.” ■
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