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As a general rule, one must be cautious about
heralding the advent of change. In New Jersey,
however, there are signs that the foundations of a
new environment for library network develop-
ment are being established. As this new environ-
ment takes shape, there seems little doubt that it
will have important implications for the state’s
community college libraries.

In New Jersey community colleges fall under
the general jurisdiction of the State Board of
Higher Education but remain relatively auton-
omous institutions established and primarily
financed through county governments. The Coun-
ty College Act of 1962 authorized one or more
contiguous counties to establish a county college;
to date, fifteen counties have established colleges
under this legislation. In all, 18 institutions in the
state offer an AA or AS degree, with one Com-
munity College Commission contracting the ser-
vices of other postsecondary institutions to offer
programs of instruction similar to those offered at
a county college.

At present, the major instrument for coopera-
tion among New Jersey’s libraries on a statewide
basis is the New Jersey Library Network, which
is designed to facilitate interlibrary loan and is
meant to include all of the state’s libraries. But
the structure of this network does not effectively
address the needs of academic libraries nor does
it attempt to utilize their potential. Encouraging
a pattern of vertical interaction, the network cen-
ters on the designation of certain larger public
libraries as area libraries which perform a variety
of services for local public libraries. The latter
constitute the first level of service in the state,
while the area libraries are the second level, and
the New Jersey State Library, Princeton Uni-
versity, Rutgers University, and the Newark Pub-
lic Library are a third level of regional research
library services.

In effect, this arrangement does not promote
broad participation among different types of li-
braries in a networking process—something ac-
knowledged by the State Library itself as well as
in a report issued recently by a County and
Municipal Government Study Commission.
However, it now seems likely that a new multi-
type networking environment is emerging in the
state. Sparked by new leadership at the State
Library and perhaps to be fueled by additional
enabling legislation as well as by new funding

patterns (though not necessarily more money), an
alternative structure will attempt to provide sup-
port for regional library cooperatives which would
include all types of libraries in horizontal rela-
tionships designed to encourage resource sharing,
cooperative acquisitions, regional reference and
referral services, the shared use of new technolo-
gy, and so forth.

For community college libraries, this new en-
vironment will be considerable significance
although to some extent it will reflect patterns
already in existence in the state. Many commu-
nity college libraries have already forged ties with
area and other non-academic libraries, and recip-
rocal borrowing, joint service, and other such
agreements among contiguous libraries are fairly
widespread. At least one county has preliminary
plans for an Information Resource Consortium to
embrace the county college, the county library,
and a vocational-technical school. In Morris
County an online circulation system will link the
county college, the county library and, in time,
smaller public libraries.
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It is becoming apparent that an important fac-
tor in many of the new networking plans will be
computerization, particularly the installation and
sharing of online systems. Of interest to commu-
nity college libraries here has been the formula-
tion and (to date) partial implementation of a
three-phased state-funded program involving
New Jersey’s eight state colleges and two other
publicly supported academic institutions. Under
this program each of the ten libraries has joined
the OCLC network and will soon participate in a
cooperative, vendor-supplied online circulation
control system. There are also plans to explore
the feasibility of a joint dead storage facility.

Given the autonomy of the community colleges
and the absence of a central funding base, a simi-
lar package will be more difficult to put together
for them. However, with strong indications of im-
pending (and actual) state and county budget-cut-
ting, community college libraries in New Jersey
must be both energetic and imaginative in their
search for alternative funding patterns to make
possible the expansion of innovative service and
the establishing of new, cooperative organization-
al arrangements. | ]

BETA PHI MU AWARD

Since 1954 Beta Phi Mu, the national honorary
library science society, and ALA has recognized
library school faculty or anyone making a distin-
guished contribution to education for librarian-
ship with the Beta Phi Mu Award. Nominations
are now being accepted for this annual award of
$500 and a citation of achievement.

ACRL members are encouraged to nominate
outstanding library educators for this award. The
1980 recipient of the Beta Phi Mu Award was
Virginia Lacy Jones, dean of the School of Li-
brary and Information Studies, Atlanta Universi-

tyNominations should be sent to the 1980-81
chair of the Beta Phi Mu Award jury, Patricia
Reeling, Graduate School of Library and Informa-
tion Science, 4 Huntington St., Rutgers Universi-
ty, New Brunswick, NJ 08903. The deadline for
nomination is January 15, 1981. For more in-
formation and nomination forms, contact Ann
Cunnifi, ALA Awards Committee staff liaison, 50
E. Huron St., Chicago, IL 60611. [ ]

Erratum—The gift of rare French literature
to the University of Missouri at Kansas City
was donated by Professor William L. Crain,
not Crarin as reported in the September
issue.

306

FAXON
ADDS UP. ..

UV 00U

Faxon offers librarians a complete range
of up-to-date computerized subscription
services. Write or call Faxon today for
our LIBRARIANS' GUIDE and SERVICE
BROCHURE.

For total subscription service. .. Faxon
adds up

FIF)£W. FAXON COMPANY, INC.

Library Magazine Subscription Agency
15 Southwest Park, Westwood. Massachusetts 02090
Tel: 800-225-6055 (toll-free)
617-329-3350 (collect in Mass. and Canada only)

Need to Find a Story
About Abominable Snowmen,
Sea Monsters, or Werewolves?

IRELAND’S
INDEX TO FAIRY TALES
HAS THE ANSWER.

Index to Fairy Tales, 1973-1977, Including
Folklore, Legends and Myths in Collec-
tions. by Norma Olin Ireland, is the fourth
supplement in the classic reference series
begun by Mary Huse Eastman

More than 2.000 subject headings have
been used in the latest /Index to provide
easy access to the stories included in 130
collections published from 1973-1977

Index to Fairy Tales is conveniently
arranged in a single alphabet cumulation
of subject, title. and selected author
entries. Ample cross-references have been
provided

ISBN0-87305-111-4 259 pp.

Library Binding $20.00
For information on the preceding Fairy
Tales volumes. write for a copy of our
Publications Catalog

I\ EW. FAXON COMPANY, INC.

Publications Division
15 Southwest Park. Westwood. Mass. 02090




