
C&RL News ■ March 19991 173

Something for everyone

by William P. Kane

Since you’re com ing 
to D etroit for the ACRL 
N a tio n a l C o n fe re n c e  
April 8 -11 , 1999, and  
s in c e , as y o u r  M om  
m igh t say , “Ya g o tta  
eat,” w e offer this quick

tour o f the area’s finest restaurants for your 
consideration (and tem ptation).

It may be that m ost peop le , w hen  they 
think about Detroit, d o n ’t think about food 
or restaurants or fine dining— usually  it’s 
cars, m usic, o r sports. H ow ever, the truth 
is, Detroit has lots o f nice places w here you 
can m eet w ith friends and  colleagues over a 
delicious and either quick or relaxed meal. 
It’s also true that, in D etroit like m ost o ther 
cities, it helps if you know  w here yo u ’re 
going.

D etroit’s a big town, w ith plenty of great 
restaurants th roughou t the entire city and 
its suburbs, bu t this guide highlights those 
yo u ’re m ost likely to stum ble across as you 
navigate the city in relation to  the confer­
ence schedule. Keep in mind that it’s always 
a good idea to  call in advance to confirm  
hours and get directions.

Best of the best
D etroit has a num ber o f signature restau­
rants, w here locals tend to go to celebrate a 
special occasion, such as an anniversary, a

prom otion , o r just the w eekend . These 
dow ntow n spots celebrate the best o f w hat 
the city has to  offer: great food, sterling ser­
vice, and  an eclectic and  charm ing mix of 
flavors and faces. T hough they may not be 
cheap, in D etroit you d o n ’t get cheated.

The Whitney, 4421 W oodw ard, Detroit; 
(313) 832-5700; lunch, M onday-Friday, din­
ner daily, b runch  Sunday; average entrée: 
$24. Reservations recom m ended.

You sim ply can n o t go w rong  at the 
W hitney—w here you can eat and feel like a 
king from  the w ine list to the salads and 
steaks and  from the chops and the seafood 
to  the desserts—  the W hitney is w here you 
w ant to be  for any special meal.

A form er lum ber b a ro n ’s hom e just up 
W oodw ard A venue from dow ntow n in the 
city’s Cultural Center, the beautifu l room s 
in this gorgeously  restored  Victorian m an­
sion are quite elegant and opulent, yet cozy 
and  quiet. But the best part is the food, of 
course: try the roast duck breast fanned on 
a plate punctuated by plum p raspberries. But 
save room  for dessert, or take it upstairs to 
the third-floor bar to  enjoy som e soothing 
sounds w ith your soothing drink. A great 
place to  close the deal or just unwind.

The Rattlesnake Club, 300 River Place, 
Detroit; (313) 567-4400; lunch, M onday-Fri­
day, d inner, M onday-S aturday ; average 
entrée: $20. Reservations recom m ended.
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A  b e a u t ifu l  p la c e  in  a n  u p s c a le  d o w n to w n  

a r e a  a lo n g  t h e  D e t r o i t  R iv e r  w a te r f r o n t ,  t h e  

R a t t le s n a k e  o f f e r s  s e a s o n a l ly  f r e s h  A m e r ic a n  

d is h e s ,  d iv in e  d e s s e r ts ,  a  lo v e ly  m a r t in i b a r , 

a n d  a  g r e a t  w i n e  l is t .  T h e  a t t e n t iv e  s t a f f  

s e r v e s  th e  c i ty ’s  s u its  a  n u m b e r  o f  g r i l le d  f is h  

d is h e s ,  s t e a k s  a n d  c h o p s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  im a g in a ­

t iv e  d is h e s  l ik e  l a k e  p e r c h  s a u t é e d  w ith  c i t ­

r u s , c a p e r s ,  s w e e t  p e p p e r s ,  a n d  th y m e . T h e  

s e t t in g  is  a ir y  a n d  s o p h i s t i c a t e d ,  w i th  m a s ­

s iv e  f lo w e r  a r r a n g e m e n ts  a n d  c o n te m p o r a r y  

a r t  in  a  r o o m  w ith  w in d o w s  o n  t w o  s id e s .  A  

f r ie n d ly , e f f i c i e n t ,  t o p - t ie r  p l a c e .

D u e t ,  3 7 1 1  W o o d w a r d ,  D e t r o i t ;  ( 3 1 3 )  

8 3 1 - 3 8 3 8 ;  l u n c h ,  M o n d a y - F r i d a y ,  d in n e r ,  

M o n d a y -S a tu r d a y ; a v e r a g e  e n t r é e :  $ 2 5 . R e s ­

e r v a t io n s  r e c o m m e n d e d .

T h i s  is  a  n e w  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c i t y ’s  t o p  

r e s ta u r a n ts , a n d  p a r t  o f  a n  a m ­

b i t i o u s  O r c h e s t r a  P l a c e  c a m ­

p u s , w h i c h  in c lu d e s  p e r f o r m ­

in g  a r ts  s p a c e s ,  c la s s r o o m s , a d ­

m in is t r a t iv e  o f f i c e s ,  a n d  s u c h .

I n d e e d ,  i t ’s  a  th e a t r ic a l  r e s ta u ­

r a n t ,  w i th  i ts  r a is e d  b u r g u n d y  

b a n q u e t t e s  a n d  f a b r ic - c o v e r e d  

c e i l i n g s — e l e g a n t ,  b u t  n o t  

c l u b b y .  T h e  m e n u  is  a m b i ­

t io u s , th e  f o o d  is  g o o d , a n d  th e  

p r e s e n ta t io n  is  s tu n n in g . S o m e  

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s :  t h e  s e a r e d  

s a l m o n ,  t h e  s p i c y  d u c k  

w o n t o n s  s e r v e d  w i th  o r a n g e  

s a u c e  a n d  p in e a p p le  s a ls a , a n d  
Greektown

t h e  w i ld  m u s h r o o m  ta r t . T h e

D u e t  s a l a d  is  d r e s s e d  in  a  w o n d e r f u l  r a s p ­

b e r r y  v in a ig r e t te . T h e r e  a r e  n o t  m a n y  t a b le s ,  

a n d  t h e y ’r e  u s u a l ly  a l l  a c c o u n t e d  f o r ,  s o  b e  

s u r e  t o  c a l l  a h e a d .  S ta y  f o r  t h e  l iv e  c a b a r e t  

m u s ic  in  t h e  b a r .

B a r o n ’s  S te a k h o u s e , 1 0 0 0  R iv e r  P la c e  ( in  

t h e  R iv e r  P l a c e  H o t e l ) ,  D e t r o i t ;  ( 3 1 3 )  2 5 9 -  

4 8 5 5 ;  l u n c h ,  M o n d a y - F r i d a y ,  d in n e r ,  M o n ­

d a y - S a t u r d a y ; a v e r a g e  e n t r é e :  $ 2 5 . R e s e r v a ­

t io n s  r e c o m m e n d e d .

A  s t e a k h o u s e  w i th  b i g  p o r t io n s  o f  b i g  

M id w e s te r n  s t e a k s  w i th  b i g  r iv e r  v ie w s .  A n  

à  la  c a r t e  m e n u  a l s o  in c lu d e s  s u c h  d is h e s  a s  

g r i l le d  s a lm o n , s c a m p i  a t o p  f e t t u c c in e ,  a n d  

a  m ix e d  g r i l l  o f  f i l e t  m ig n o n ,  g r o u p e r  a n d  

g a m e  h e n . F a m o u s  D e t r o i t  f a c e s ,  a u to m o tiv e  

a n d  p o li t ic a l ,  g a z e  d o w n  f r o m  th e  w a lls . T h e  

k in d  o f  p la c e  th a t  ty p if ie s  t h e  “p o w e r  l u n c h ,” 

y o u ’l l  l e a v e  t o o  fu l l  t o  s e r io u s ly  c o n s i d e r  a

r o u n d  o f  c r o q u e t  o n  t h e  n e a r b y  in d o o r / o u t­

d o o r  c o u r t s .

O p u s  O n e , 5 6 5  E . L a r n e d , D e t r o i t ;  ( 3 1 3 )  

9 6 1 - 7 7 6 6 ;  l u n c h ,  M o n d a y - F r i d a y ,  d in n e r ,  

M o n d a y -S a tu r d a y ; a v e r a g e  e n t r é e :  $ 2 5 . R e s ­

e r v a t io n s  r e c o m m e n d e d .

D o w n t o w n ’s  h a n d s o m e s t  r e s ta u r a n t , la v ­

i s h e d  w i th  e t c h e d  g la s s  a n d  m a r b le .  A  c o m ­

p le t e ly  u p s c a l e  a p p r o a c h  a n d  a  k i t c h e n  th a t  

m a k e s  v i r t u a l ly  e v e r y t h in g  f r o m  s c r a t c h .  

T h e  m e n u  c h a n g e s  r e g u la r ly  b u t  s e a s o n a l ly  

i n c l u d e s  s u c h  d is h e s  a s  m e d a l l io n s  o f  v e a l  

w i th  M a d e ir a  s a u c e ,  r a c k  o f  la m b , s e a f o o d  

e n  c r o u t e ,  a n d  m e la n g e  o f  l o b s t e r  t a i l ,  r o c k  

s h r im p , a n d  s e a f o o d  o v e r  a n g e l  h a ir  p a s ta  in  

a  p h y l l o  v a s e .  N o t  t o  m e n t i o n  a  p a s t r y  c a r t  

t h a t  is  h a r d  t o  r e s is t .

T h e  G r i l l  R o o m  ( in  t h e  R itz  C a r lto n  H o ­

t e l ) ,  3 0 0  T o w n e  C e n t e r  D r iv e , 

D e a r b o r n ; ( 3 1 3 )  4 4 1 - 2 1 0 0 ; lu n c h  

a n d  d i n n e r  d a i l y ;  a v e r a g e  

e n t r é e :  $ 3 1 .  R e s e r v a t i o n s  r e c ­

o m m e n d e d .

R e f i n e d  a n d  e l e g a n t ,  t h e  

G r il l  is  in  a n n u a l  c o n t e n t i o n  a s  

t h e  b e s t  r e s ta u r a n t  in  M ic h ig a n . 

T h e  d e l i c a t e l y  p r e p a r e d  D o v e r  

s o l e  w i th  w h o l e  c r a w f i s h  a n d  

b a s i l  n o o d l e s  is  e x p e r t l y  p r e ­

s e n t e d .  D e s s e r t s  w i l l  r e m in d  

y o u  th a t  f o o d  a n d  a r t  a r e  s o m e ­

t im e s  i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e .  T h i s  is  

t h e  k in d  o f  a  p l a c e  w h e r e  y o u  

c a n  ta k e  y o u r  t im e  a n d  s a v o r  e v ­
 nightlife

e r y  c o u r s e .

G re e k to w n
T h i s  s t r ip  o f  r e s t a u r a n t s  a n d  b a r s  in  d o w n ­

t o w n  D e t r o i t  is  f a m o u s , n a tu r a lly , f o r  its  a u ­

t h e n t i c  G r e e k  c u i s i n e ,  a  p l a c e  w h e r e  e v e r y  

f e w  m in u t e s  y o u  c a n  h e a r  a  w a i t e r ’s e x u l t ­

a n t  “O p a !” J u s t  a  c o u p l e  P e o p le M o v e r  s to p s  

f r o m  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  C e n t e r ,  G r e e k t o w n ’s 

t h e  k in d  o f  a  p l a c e  w h e r e  a n  o u t - o f - t o w n e r  

c a n  c r u i s e  u p  a n d  d o w n  t h e  b l o c k  f o r  a  b it ,  

c h e c k in g  o n  t h e  p o s t e d  m e n u s  b e f o r e  d e c id ­

in g  t h e y ’r e  a l l  g o o d ,  t h e y ’r e  a l l  o p e n  ( e v e n  

o n  S u n d a y s ) ,  a n d  t h e y ’r e  a l l  r e a s o n a b l y  

p r i c e d .  I t ’s  a  g r e a t  s p o t  t o  c o m e  a f t e r  d in ­

n e r , to o , s i n c e  t h e r e  a r e  p le n ty  o f  n i c e  p a s tr y  

a n d  c o f f e e  s h o p s  to  s a t is f y  y o u r  s w e e t  t o o th  

o r  ju s t  t o  s c r a t c h  th a t  p e o p l e - w a tc h in g  i tc h . 

T h e r e  m u s t  b e  t e n  G r e e k  r e s ta u r a n ts  in  ju s t  

a  f e w  b l o c k s ,  a n d  t h e  l o c a ls  a ll  s e e m  t o  h a v e
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i d e n t i f i e d  t h e i r  f a v o r i t e s ;  m e a n w h i l e ,  

t h o u g h ,  G r e e k t o w n  d o e s  o f f e r  m o r e  t h a n  

ju s t  la m b  c h o p s  a n d  m o u s s a k a ,  a  c o u p l e  o f  

o t h e r  e t h n ic  f la v o r s  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  

r e s ta u r a n ts  l is te d  b e lo w .

F i s h b o n e ’s  R h y t h m  K i t c h e n  C a f é , 4 0 0  

M o n r o e , D e t r o i t ;  ( 3 1 3 )  9 6 5 - 4 6 0 0 ;  l u n c h  a n d  

d in n e r  d a ily ; a v e r a g e  e n t r é e :  $ 1 0 .

F u n , ju m p in g , a n d  k in d  o f  lo u d — a  C a ju n  

h a v e n  o f f e r in g  c h ic k e n  a n d  s a u s a g e  s a u c e  p i­

q u a n t , d r e n c h e d  w h is k e y  r ib s , s m o k e d  C a ju n  

s a l m o n ,  o y s t e r s ,  p e e l - a n d - e a t  s h r im p , a n d  

m u s s e ls .  Y o u  h a v e  a  h a n k e r i n g  f o r  s o m e  

s p i c y  f r ie d  a l l ig a t o r ?  N o  p r o b l e m .  B e  s u r e  

to  g r a b  a  f a u x  M a rd is  G r a s  n e c k la c e  o n  y o u r  

w a y  in  o r  o u t ,  a n d  d o n ’t  f o r g e t  t o  c h e c k  o u t  

“t h e  w o r l d ’s  t a l l e s t  i n d o o r  w a t e r f a l l ” in  th e  

a d ja c e n t  o f f i c e  c o m p le x .

B l u e  N il e , 5 0 8  M o n r o e ,  D e t r o i t ;  ( 3 1 3 )  

9 6 4 - 6 6 9 9 ;  d in n e r  d a ily ; a v e r a g e  e n t r é e :  $ 1 3 . 

R e s e r v a t io n s  r e c o m m e n d e d .

T r a d i t i o n a l  E t h i o p i a n — m e a n i n g  t h e  

t a b l e s  a n d  c h a ir s  a r e  ju s t  1 8  i n c h e s  o f f  t h e  

f l o o r  a n d  y o u r  ( m e a t  o r  v e g e t a b l e )  s t e w  is  

s e r v e d  in  a  s p o n g y  b r e a d  c a l le d  in je r a , w h ic h  

d o u b l e s  a s  y o u r  u t e n s i l .  P ie c e s  o f  b r e a d  a r e  

s im p ly  t o m  o f f  a n d  u s e d  t o  s c o o p  u p  th e  fa re . 

A  h ig h ly  u n u s u a l  d in in g  e x p e r i e n c e ,  w ith  

s e c o n d s  a n d  t h ir d s  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  d e a l .  I t ’s  

o u t  o f  t h e  o r d in a r y , b u t  d e l i c i o u s  a n d  fu n .

L o c o  B a r  &  G r i l l ,  4 5 4  E  L a f a y e t te ,  D e ­

t r o it ; ( 3 1 3 )  9 6 5 - 3 7 3 7 ;  lu n c h  a n d  d in n e r  d a ily ; 

a v e r a g e  e n tr é e :  $ 9 .

A  T e x - M e x  c o w b o y  jo i n t  w i t h  f a k e  

p o n y h a ir - c o v e r e d  b o o t h s ,  g r e a t  s e l e c t i o n  o f  

h o t  s a u c e s  a n d  b e e r s ,  e n c h ila d a s , q u e s a d illa s , 

a n d  c h u n k y  s a ls a . O n  w e e k e n d s ,  t h e r e ’s  u s u ­

a lly  a  fu n  l iv e  b a n d  in  t h e  a d ja c e n t  b a r . G o o d  

b a r  f o o d  a t  f a m i ly  p r i c e s .

T h e a te r  d is t r ic t
D e tr o i t ’s  d o w n to w n  r e n a is s a n c e  in c lu d e s  th e  

f u l l - s c a l e  r e s t o r a t io n  o f  s e v e r a l  o n c e -  a n d  

a g a in - g r a n d  t h e a t r e s  a n d  m o v ie  h o u s e s ,  in ­

c lu d in g  t h e  F o x ,  t h e  S t a t e ,  a n d  t h e  D e t r o i t  

O p e r a  H o u s e .  W ith  m a jo r  a c t s  a p p e a r in g  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c i t y  n i g h t ly ,  t h e  s t r ip  o f  

W o o d w a r d  A v e n u e  ju s t  a  f e w  b l o c k s  a w a y  

f r o m  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  C e n t e r ,  d o w n t o w n  

b u s t le s  w ith  t i c k e t - h o ld e r s  l o o k in g  f o r  a  b i t e  

t o  e a t  b e f o r e  a n d  a f te r  t h e  s h o w .

T r e s  V i t e ,  2 2 0 3  W o o d w a r d ,  D e t r o i t ;  

( 3 1 3 )  9 6 4 - 4 1 4 4 ;  c a l l  f o r  d in n e r  h o u r s ;  a v e r ­

a g e  e n tr é e :  $ 1 8 . R e s e r v a t io n s  r e c o m m e n d e d .

T h e  u r b a n  c a f e  s e t t in g  in  t h e  F o x  T h e ­

a t r e  b u i ld i n g  is  q u i n t e s s e n t ia l  p o s t m o d e r n  

( in c lu d in g ,  i f  y o u  c a n  im a g in e , p o s t m o d e r n  

r e s t r o o m s ) .  S u c h  p a s t a s  a s  l e m o n  p e p p e r  

f e t t u c c i n e ,  p e n n e  w i th  s p i n a c h  a n d  p r o ­

s c i u t t o ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h i n - c r u s t e d  p iz z a s ,  a n d  

v e a l  a n d  c h i c k e n  d is h e s  a r e  o n  t h e  u p b e a t  

m e n u .  G e t  a  s e a t  b y  t h e  w i n d o w  i f  y o u  

c a n  t o  w a t c h  t h e  p r e - p e r f o r m a n c e  s t r e e t  

p a r a d e .

R i s a t a ,  2 3 0 1  W o o d w a r d ,  D e t r o i t ;  ( 3 1 3 )  

9 6 5 - 9 5 0 0 ;  d in n e r , W e d n e s d a y - S u n d a y ; a v e r ­

a g e  d in n e r  e n t r é e :  $ 1 5 . R e s e r v a t io n s  r e c o m ­

m e n d e d .

O n  t h e  o t h e r  s id e  o f  t h e  F o x ,  R is a ta  is  

t h e  “h o u s e  r e s t a u r a n t ” f o r  t h e  S e c o n d  C ity

Huge portions and fun service 
highlight the Risata restaurant

c o m e d y  t r o u p e . T h e  s t r e e t - le v e l  b a r  h a s  its  

o w n  c a s u a l m e n u  o f  s o u p , sa la d s , s a n d w ic h e s , 

a n d  p e p p e r o n i  p iz z a  a t  l u n c h  a n d  d in n e r ,  

w h ile  o n  th e  s e c o n d  le v e l , a  m o r e  e x te n s iv e  

b ill o f  fa r e  in c lu d e s  p a s ta s , s e a fo o d , c h ic k e n  

M a r s a la ,  la m b  a n d  p o r k  c h o p s ,  a n d  N e w  

Y o r k  s t r ip  s t e a k  a t  d in n e r  o n ly . H u g e  p o r ­

t io n s  a n d  f u n  s e r v ic e  m a k e  th is  a  g o o d  s p o t  

t o  h a n g  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  t h e  s h o w .

I n t e r m e z z o ,  1 4 3 5  R a n d o l p h . ,  D e t r o i t ;  

(3 1 3 )  9 6 1 -0 7 0 7 ; lu n ch  a n d  d in n er, M o n d a y -S a t­

u rd ay ; a v e ra g e  d in n e r  e n tr é e : $ 1 6 . R e se rv a tio n s  

r e c o m m e n d e d .

T h is  b e a u tifu l r o o m  rig h t n e x t  d o o r  to  th e  

n e w  D e tro it  O p e r a  H o u s e  h a s  d ra m a tic  h ig h  

c e i l in g s  in  a  b r ic k -w a lle d , m a p le -f lo o r e d  lo ft 

b u ild in g  w ith  g re a t  p e o p le -w a tc h in g  a n d  a n  

u r b a n  b u z z . O n e  o f  th e  fe w  n e w  Ita lia n  p la c e s  

d o w n to w n , o f fe r in g  th e  fa m ilia r  lis t o f  fa v o r­

ite s  a s  w e ll  a s  s e a f o o d  d is h e s . T h e  b ar , w h ic h  

is  s e p a r a te  fr o m  th e  d in in g  ro o m , is  o n e  o f  th e  

b e s t - lo o k in g  in  t h e  c ity  a n d  w o r th  a  s to p  fo r  

a n  a f te r  d in n e r  d r in k  o r  a  s e t  o f  liv e  m u sic .
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C u ltu ra l C e n te r
T h e  C u ltu r a l  C e n te r  is  ju s t  a b o u t  t e n  b l o c k s  

( b u t  t h e y ’r e  l o n g  b l o c k s ,  s o  y o u ’ll  n e e d  to  

t a k e  a  t a x i )  u p  W o o d w a r d  f r o m  t h e  T h e a t e r  

D is t r i c t ,  a n d  is  h o m e  t o  m a n y  o f  D e t r o i t ’s  

je w e l s :  t h e  D e t r o i t  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A r ts , W a y n e  

S t a t e  U n iv e r s i ty ,  t h e  D e t r o i t  P u b l ic  L ib r a r y , 

a n d  t h e  l ik e .  H a p p i ly ,  t h e  C u ltu r a l  C e n te r  

is  a ls o  h o m e  to  m a n y  o f  th e  c i ty ’s  m o s t  l iv e ly  

d in in g  e x p e r i e n c e s .  Y o u ’l l  b e  in  t h e  a r e a  b e ­

f o r e  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  a l l - c o n f e r e n c e  r e c e p t i o n  

a t  t h e  M u s e u m  o f  A f r ic a n  A m e r ic a n  H is to ry , 

a n d  y o u ’l l  m is s  a  t r e a t  i f  y o u  d o n ’t  s t o p  a t  

o n e  o f  t h e  p la c e s  l is te d  b e lo w .

T r a f f i c  J a m  a n d  S n u g , 5 1 1  W . C a n fie ld , 

D e t r o i t ;  ( 3 1 3 )  8 3 1 - 9 4 7 0 ;  l u n c h  a n d  d in n e r  

d a ily , e x c e p t  f o r  S u n d a y ; a v e r a g e  e n tr é e : $ 1 1 .

A  D e t r o i t  in s t i t u t io n  t h a t ’s  k e p t  g r o w in g  

a n d  c h a n g in g  th r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s , b u t  r e m a in s  

p o p u l a r  w i th  t h e a t e r  a n d  c o l l e g e  c r o w d s .  

S e rv e s  u p  o r ig in a l d is h e s , h o m e -b r e w e d  b e e r s  

a n d  h o m e m a d e  c h e e s e s ,  a n d  f r e s h - b a k e d  

b r e a d s  in  a  q u ir k y  s e t t in g . T h e r e ’s  s o m e th in g  

f o r  e v e r y o n e ,  f r o m  b u r g e r s ,  c h i l i ,  a n d  m e a t  

p i e s  to  s a la d s  a n d  p a s t a  w ith  e x o t i c  n a m e s . 

D e s s e r t s  a r e  a  s p e c i a l t y  — t r y  C a r l o t t a  

C h o c o la t t a  ( “t h e  s h a m e l e s s  h u s s y !”) .  Y o u ’ll 

g e t  a  k i c k  o u t  o f  t h e  m ix  o f  f a s h i o n  f r o m  

y o u r  d i n i n g  p a r t n e r s — f r o m  V e r s a c e  t o  

H i l f ig e r  t o  S a lv a t io n  A rm y .

U n i o n  S t r e e t ,  4 1 4 5  W o o d w a r d , D e t r o i t ,  

( 3 1 3 )  8 3 1 - 3 9 6 5 ;  o p e n  f o r  d in n e r  d a ily , e x c e p t  

S u n d a y ; a v e r a g e  e n t r é e :  $ 1 0 .

T h is  g o o d - l o o k i n g  s p e a k e a s y  c a t e r s  to  a 

s o p h i s t i c a t e d  ( i f  t a lk a t i v e )  c r o w d  o f  u r b a n  

h ip s te r s .  A r m e d  w ith  a n  e x t e n s i v e  b e e r  l is t  

( “l i f e  is  t o o  s h o r t  f o r  c h e a p  b e e r , ” r e m in d s  

t h e  c h a l k b o a r d ) ,  U n io n  S t r e e t  k e e p s  ’e m  

h a p p y  w ith  g r e a t  f o o d  f r o m  a n  e c l e c t i c  m e n u  

o f f e r in g  t h e  l ik e s  o f  a p r ic o t  c h ic k e n  s t r u d e l , 

m u s h r o o m  m e d le y s ,  a n d  s o m e  g r e a t  g r e e n  

e g g s  a n d  h a m . E x p e c t  t h e  u n e x p e c te d  a ll  th e  

w a y  a r o u n d .

M a j e s t i c  C a f é , 4 1 4 0  W o o d w a r d , D e tr o it ;  

( 3 1 3 )  8 3 3 - 0 1 2 0 ;  lu n c h  a n d  d in n e r  d a ily ; a v ­

e r a g e : e n t r é e  $ 1 0 .

R ig h t  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  f r o m  U n io n  S tr e e t , 

t h e  w a y c o o l  a r t  o n  t h e  w a l ls  c o m p l e m e n t s  

t h e  M a je s t i c ’s  c o n t e m p o r a r y  A m e r ic a n  a n d  

E u r o p e a n  s p e c ia l t ie s  s e r v e d  in  a n  o p e n ,  a iry  

s e t t in g . T r y  t h e  f i l e t  m ig n o n  w ith  b o t h  b lu e  

c h e e s e  m u s ta r d  s a u c e  a n d  s u n - d r ie d  c h e r r y  

s a u c e .  W h a t e v e r  y o u  d o , e v e n  i f  y o u  d o n ’t 

h a v e  a  d r in k , d o n ’t m is s  s i t t in g  f o r  a  s p e l l

o n  t h e  b a r s t o o ls ,  w h ic h  a r e  s u r e ly  t h e  m o s t  

in te r e s t in g  c h a ir s  in  t h e  c ity  ( o r  m a y b e  e v e n  

t h e  c o u n t r y ) .

T w i n g o ’s ,  4 7 1 0  C a s s , D e t r o i t ,  ( 3 1 3 )  8 3 2 -  

3 8 3 2 ;  o p e n  e a r ly  a n d  la te  f o r  lu n c h  a n d  d in ­

n e r  d a ily , e x c e p t  S u n d a y ; a v e r a g e  e n tr é e :  $ 7 .

O f f - b e a t  l i t t le  c o f f e e h o u s e  a n d  m e e t i n g  

p la c e  w ith  th e  e n tr a n c in g  a m b ia n c e  o f , y o u ’d  

s w e a r ,  P a r is ’s  L e ft  B a n k .  C u te  s a la d s  a n d  b a ­

g u e t t e  s a n d w i c h e s  f i l l e d  w i th  c h a r r e d  r e d  

p e p p e r s ,  h e r b e d  c h u tn e y , a n d  th e  l ik e . Y o u ’ll 

w a n t  t o  s t a y  f o r  h o u r s  ( a n d  y o u  w il l  i f  y o u  

s n a g  o n e  o f  t h e  c o m f y  c o u c h e s  u p s ta ir s ) .

M a r i o ’s ,  4 2 2 2  S e c o n d , D e tr o it ;  ( 3 1 3 )  8 3 2 -  

I 6 l 6 ;  o p e n  n i g h t l y  f o r  d in n e r ;  a v e r a g e  

e n t r é e :  $ 2 0 . R e s e r v a t io n s  r e c o m m e n d e d .

T h e  p l a c e  r e c e n t ly  c e l e b r a t e d  its  5 0 th a n ­

n iv e r s a ry  in  t h e  s a m e  s p o t— h o w  m a n y  o t h e r  

re s ta u ra n ts  a n y w h e r e  c a n  m a k e  th a t  c la im ?—  

s o  y o u  g e t  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h e y  k n o w  w h a t  

t h e y ’r e  d o in g . G e n e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e a t e r - g o e r s  

h a v e  e n jo y e d  t r a d it io n a l  m u lt i - c o u r s e  I ta l ia n  

m e a ls ,  in c l u d i n g  a l l  t h e  f a v o r i t e s  f r o m  v e a l  

T o s c a  a n d  s p a g h e t t i  B o l o g n e s e  t o  s h r im p  

s c a m p i  a n d  c h ic k e n  c a c c ia t o r e .  T h e  w a its ta f f  

is  p r o f e s s io n a l  a n d  lo n g - s e r v in g  ( a n d  s o m e ­

h o w  c h a r m in g ly  r u d e ) ,  a n d  th e  w h o le  p la c e  

is  e v o c a t iv e  o f  t h o s e  h e a d y  p r e - “h e a r t  s m a r t” 

d a y s .

H an d y  lu n ch  sp o ts
D o w n t o w n  D e t r o i t  o f f e r s  d o z e n s  o f  q u i c k  

a n d  q u ir k y  lu n c h t im e  s p o ts ,  t o o , in  c a s e  y o u  

d o n ’t h a v e  t im e  f o r  a  b i g  d e a l  a t  d in n e r  b u t  

w a n t  t o  g e t  a w a y  f r o m  th e  C o n v e n t io n  C e n ­

t e r  f o r  a  m id -d a y  b r e a k . H e r e ’s  m e n t io n  o f  a  

c o u p l e  t h a t  a r e  s u r e  t o  b e a t  ty p ic a l  C o n v e n ­

t io n  C e n t e r  f a r e .

F i o n a ’s  T e a  H o u s e , 9 4 5  B e e c h ,  D e t r o i t ;  

( 3 1 3 )  9 6 7 - 9 3 1 4 ;  a v e r a g e  e n t r é e :  $ 1 2 . R e s e r ­

v a t io n s  r e c o m m e n d e d .

F i o n a ’s  g a r d e n  a n d  1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  b r ic k  

c o t t a g e  a r e  a  s u r p r is e  in  t h e  m id s t  o f  d o w n ­

t o w n  D e t r o i t ’s  f r e e w a y s  a n d  p a r k in g  lo t s .  

E n t r e e s  a r e  l ig h t  a n d  f lo w e r y  ( d o n ’t w o r r y , 

t h e y ’r e  e d ib le  f lo w e r s ) ,  th e  s c o n e s  a r e  fre s h ly  

b a k e d ,  a n d  t h e  d e s s e r t s  a r e  b e a u t i f u l l y  

c r a f t e d .  I t ’s  a  o n e - o f - a -  k in d  g a r d e n  in  t h e  

m id d le  o f  t h e  u r b a n  ju n g le .

M c N a ll y ’s ,  1 3 0 0  P o r t e r ,  D e t r o i t ;  ( 3 1 3 )  

9 6 3 - 8 8 3 3 ;  l u n c h  d a ily , e x c e p t  S u n d a y ; a v e r ­

a g e : $ 5 .

A  r e t r o  d e l i  o f f e r i n g  g r e a t  s a n d w i c h e s  

w i t h  f r i e n d ly  c o u n t e r  s e r v i c e .  M c N a l ly ’s



C & R L N e w s  ■  M a rc h  1 9 9 9  /  1 77

…  if y o u  le a v e  to w n  hu n g ry , it's 

n o t b e ca u se  y o u  d id n 't  h a v e  lo ts  

o f d e lic io u s  cho ices.

s e r v e s  u p  4 9  v a r i e t i e s  o f  s a n d w i c h e s  t h a t  

a r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  g o o d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  

r e t r o  T o w n e  C lu b  s o d a  a n d  a n  i n c r e d i b l y  

r i c h ,  w h i s k e y - s a u c e d  b r e a d  p u d d in g . N o t  

t o o  f a r  f r o m  h i s t o r i c  T i g e r  S ta d iu m  a n d  t h e  

o f f i c e s  o f  t h e  D e t r o i t  N e w s  a n d  F r e e  P r e s s , 

y o u  c a n  h a v e  l u n c h  e l b o w - t o - e l b o w  w ith  

a n  i n k - s t a in e d  w r e t c h  w h o  f r e q u e n t s  t h e  

p l a c e  ( a n d  w h o  m a y  n o t  h a v e  e v e r  n o t ic e d  

a l l  t h e  k i t s c h y  F a r r a h  F a w c e t t  l u n c h b o x e s  

a d o r n in g  t h e  w i n d o w  s i l l s ) .

E v i e ’s  T a m a l e s ,  3 4 5 4  B a g l e y ,  D e t r o i t ;  

( 3 1 3 )  8 4 3 - 5 0 5 6 ;  o p e n  f o r  l u n c h  d a ily ;  a v e r ­

a g e  e n t r é e :  $ 5 .

T a k e  a  q u i c k  r i d e  o u t  t o  D e t r o i t ’ s 

M e x ic a n t o w n  a n d  e n jo y  t h e  b e s t  t a m a l e s  in  

t h e  c i t y  a t  E v i e ’s :  s t e a m e d ,  c o r n - h u s k -  

w r a p p e d  p o r k - a n d - c o r n m e a l  d e l i g h t s .  T h e  

h o t  o n e s  a r e  r e a l ly ,  r e a l l y  h o t .  I t ’s  a  t in y  

p la c e ,  s o  t h e y ’ll g e t  y o u  in  a n d  o u t  in  a  h u rry .

C o n e y  I s l a n d ,  1 1 4  L a f a y e t te ,  D e t r o i t ;  

( 3 1 3 )  9 6 1 - 7 7 5 8 ;  a v e r a g e  “e n t r é e ”: $ 2 .

E s p e c ia lly  i f  y o u ’r e  tired  o f  c u ts e y  te a  h o u s e s  

a n d  w a n t  to  a d o p t  th e  “w h e n  in  R o m e ” p o lic y , 

th e n  y o u r  D e tr o it  e x p e r i e n c e  is  n o t  c o m p le t e  

w ith o u t  a n  a u th e n t ic  C o n e y  I s la n d  lu n c h : a  

c o u p le  h o t  d o g s  o n  s te a m e d  b u n s , s la th e r e d  in  

c h ili  a n d  c h o p p e d  o n io n s  a n d  y e llo w  m u sta rd , 

w ith  a  s id e  o f  c h il i - c h e e s e  fr ie s . M a k e  a  m e n ta l 

n o te  b e fo r e  y o u  h e a d  b a c k  to  c o n f e r e n c e : p o p  

a  c o u p le  b r e a th  m in ts .

D e a rb o rn
I f  y o u r  h o t e l  is  in  n e ig h b o r i n g  D e a r b o r n ,  o r  

i f  y o u  w a n t  t o  c a t c h  a  b i t e  b e f o r e  o r  a f te r  

t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  r e c e p t i o n  a t  t h e  H e n r y  F o r d  

M u s e u m , y o u  m ig h t  w a n t  t o  c o n s i d e r  s o m e  

o f  D e a r b o r n ’s  f in e r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .

L a  S h i s h ,  1 2 9 1 8  M ic h ig a n ,  D e a r b o r n ;  

( 3 1 3 )  5 8 4 - 4 4 7 7 ;  l u n c h  a n d  d in n e r  d a ily ; a v ­

e r a g e  e n t r é e :  $ 1 2 .  R e s e r v a t i o n s  r e c o m ­

m e n d e d .

D e a r b o r n  is  a  m e c c a  f o r  M id d le  E a s t e r n  

r e s ta u r a n ts ,  a n d  th is  p l a c e  is  a lw a y s  p a c k e d  

w ith  p e o p le  o f  a ll p e r s u a s io n s  s p e a k in g  m a n y  

d i f f e r e n t  l a n g u a g e s .  T h e  b i g  p l a t t e r  o f  t e n ­

d e r  s h is h  t a w o o k — c h a r b r o i l e d  c h i c k e n  k a ­

b o b s  o n  a  b e d  o f  p e r f e c t  p i l a f  w i th  a  s id e  

o f  g a r l i c k y  a i o l i  d ip p in g  s a u c e — is  a  w i n ­

n e r .  S a la d s ,  t o o ,  a r e  e x c e p t i o n a l .

D e a r b o r n  I n n ,  2 0 3 0 1  O a k w o o d ,  

D e a r b o r n ;  ( 3 1 3 )  2 7 1 - 2 7 0 0 ;  lu n c h  a n d  d in n e r  

d a ily , S u n d a y  b r u n c h ;  a v e r a g e  e n t r é e :  $ 2 5 .

T h e  D e a r b o r n  In n  e x u d e s  tu r n -o f - th e - c e n ­

tu ry  o p tim is m , e le g a n c e ,  a n d  s o c ia l  s ta n d in g . 

H e n r y  F o r d  b u i l t  T h e  I n n  in  1 9 3 1  t o  a c c o m ­

m o d a t e  t r a v e l e r s  t o  h is  F o r d  A ir f ie ld  a c r o s s  

t h e  s t r e e t .  E n t r e e s  ( a n d  p r i c e s )  a r e  s t r i c t ly  

l a t e  2 0 th c e n t u r y ,  a n d  r u n  t h e  g a m u t , f r o m  

f is h  ( h a l i b u t  a n d  r a i n b o w  t r o u t )  t o  c h i c k e n  

a n d  b e e f ,  a n d  e v e n  t h e  l o n e ly  v e g e t a r ia n  o f ­

f e r i n g  o f  r i s o t t o  w i th  s e a s o n a l  v e g e t a b l e s .  

Y o u ’l l  f e e l  p a m p e r e d  i n  t h e  a i r y  h i g h ­

c e i l in g e d  Q u e e n  A n n e  s t y le  r o o m .

B i g  F i s h ,  7 0 0  T o w n  C e n t e r  D r . ,  

D e a r b o r n :  ( 3 1 3 )  3 3 6 - 6 3 5 0 ;  lu n c h  a n d  d in n e r  

d a ily ; a v e r a g e  e n t r é e :  $ 1 5 .

G e n e r a lly  lo w -k e y  b u t  im p r e s s iv e , B ig  F is h  

d o e s n ’t  g o  o v e r b o a r d  o n  a n y  f o o d  fa d  d u  jo u r. 

T h e  m a in s ta y  is  f is h  s e r v e d  a n y  w a y  y o u  lik e —  

g rilled , ro a ste d , b la c k e n e d , sa u té e d , o r  b ro ile d —  

th o u g h  th e r e  a re  a  fe w  b e e f ,  c h ic k e n , a n d  p a sta  

d is h e s  th ro w n  in  to  a p p e a s e  la n d lu b b e rs . P lu s, 

th e r e ’s  a  h a n d s o m e  p ia n o  b a r  f o r  p r e -  o r  p o s t ­

d in n e r  g a th e r in g s .

B .D ’s  M o n g o l i a n  B a r b e q u e ,  2 2 1 1 5  

M ic h ig a n , D e a r b o r n ;  ( 3 1 3 )  7 9 2 - 9 6 6 0 ;  l u n c h  

a n d  d in n e r  d a ily ; a v e r a g e  e n t r é e :  $ 1 5 .

O n e  o f  t h o s e  u - c o o k - i t  p l a c e s ,  w h e r e  th e  

p a t r o n s  c h o o s e  t h e  r a w  in g r e d ie n ts  f r o m  th e  

b u f f e t  a n d  p r o c e e d  to  g r il l  it  u p  t o  t h e i r  s p e ­

c i f ic  l ik in g , w ith  t h e  h e lp  o f  t h e  t r a in e d  a n d  

n e a r b y  p r o f e s s io n a ls ,  n a tu r a lly . I f  y o u  k n o w  

w h a t  y o u ’r e  d o i n g ,  y o u ’l l  s ta r t  t o  f e e l  l ik e  

G h e n g is  K h a n  b y  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  m e a l .

O k a y , s o ,  t h a t ’s  p r o b a b ly  e n o u g h  f o r  o n e  

c o n f e r e n c e — i f  y o u  l e a v e  t o w n  h u n g r y , i t ’s  

n o t  b e c a u s e  y o u  d id n ’t  h a v e  lo ts  o f  d e lic io u s  

c h o i c e s .  T h e  h o s p ita l i ty  d e s k  a t  t h e  C o n v e n ­

t i o n  C e n t e r  w il l  s e r v e  a s  a n  i n f o r m a t i o n  

g a th e r in g  s p o t  f o r  th e s e  a n d  o t h e r  re s ta u ra n ts  

in  t h e  c i ty .  T h e r e ,  t o o ,  y o u  c a n  s ig n  u p  f o r  a 

d in n e r  o u t  h o s t e d  b y  a  l o c a l  l ib r a r ia n .

H e r e ’s  h o p in g  y o u  h a v e  a  c h a n c e  to  v e n tu re  

o u t  a  b i t  d u r in g  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  w h e r e  y o u ’ll 

d is c o v e r  th a t  D e tr o it  is  a  g r e a t  t o w n  f o r  fu n  

a n d  f o o d , w ith  lo ts  m o r e  to  o f f e r  th a n  a  d re a ry  

r o o m  s e r v ic e  m e n u — a  c ity  fu ll  o f  r e s ta u r a n ts  

a n d  p e o p le  w h o  a r e  a ll w is h in g  y o u  a  d e lig h t­

fu l a n d  ta s ty  t im e  d u r in g  y o u r  v is it . ■
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