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The buzzword on Capitol Hill this year iIs “competitiveness.” Despite con-
gressional preoccupation with the Iran/Contra hearings and scandals involving
presidential candidates, the major omnibus piece of legislation this session
has to do with reducing our trade deficit and restoring the U.S. competitive
edge. Libraries are shaping up as a small but significant part of this effort.

House Majority Leader Jim Wright (D-TX) directed House committees to pre-
pare components of a major trade bill. The result In most committees was a
fairly bipartisan effort which became HR 3, the Trade and International Econ-
omic Policy Reform Act of 1987, a 946 page bill with a report (H. Rept. 100-40)
In six parts from six different committees. HR 3 passed the House on April 30
by 290-137. Similar but not i1dentical legislation i1s pending In the Senate.

Title V of HR 3 1s the Education and Training for American Competitiveness
Act, and 1t amends the Higher Education Act in several ways of Interest to
ACRL members. It adds an additional $ million in authorization for HEA 11-D
grants to academic libraries for technological equipment and tech-oriented
cooperation efforts to allow “libraries to participate more fully iIn the com-
petitiveness initiative.” [11-D is the new program signed into law in last
year’s HEA amendments, but not yet funded.

HR 3 also adds $1 million in authorization to the Education Department for
the acquisition of, translation of, and provision of access to foreign tech-
nical and scientific periodicals. This would be iIn addition to the new and as
yet unfunded provision of $1 million in grants under HEA VI International Edu-
cation to higher education institutions for the acquisition of foreign serials.

The $25 million dollar Technology Transfer Centers authorized by HR 3
under HEA XI1l1 are to include collaboration "with libraries that have demonstra-
ted strengths i1n meeting the i1nformation needs of business, iIndustry and the
scientific communities.”

More generally, the Education and Labor Committee said: '"The Committee
also recognizes that libraries have an important role to play In supporting
educational activities and programs by providing research and information ser-
vices vital to research and development, operations, and decision-making. The
products of i1nvestment in research, both by government and by the private sec-
tor, are available through libraries. Technical reports, international trade
information, economic data, Federal and industry standards and specifications,
copies of U.S. and foreign patents, and other i1nformation needed for business
and i1ndustrial purposes is provided every day iIn the business, science, and
technology sections of libraries. Small businesses, an increasingly signifi-
cant part of our economy, need library services because they cannot afford
extensive i1n-house information resources or massive retraining programs."
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maps available to the widest possible audience. In-
cluded in the collection are Pierre Charles L’En-
fant’s unique manuscript plan for the City of
Washington, prepared in 1791, as well as the earli-
est topographic map of the District of Columbia
and site maps of original property holdings in the
District. The earliest known plan of the proposed
Federal City, sketched by Thomas Jefferson in
early 1791, is among significant holdings, along
with the original map of the Federal District, also
compiled in 1791, by Andrew Ellicott with the as-
sistance of free black astronomer and surveyor Ben-
jamin Banneker. Part | of the project is to classify
and catalog all of some 1,000 maps relating to the
city so they can be added to the MARC Maps data-
base. Part Il will undertake a cartobibliography of
the first 800 maps of the City of Washington pro-
duced from 1790 to 1910. Each bibliographic entry
will include expanded notes and pertinent infor-
mation derived from original research, placing
each map in its proper historical and cartographic
context. Part 11 isthe restoration and repair of the
L’Enfant Plan, which was in an advanced state of
deterioration when acquired by the Library of
Congress in the early 20th century. All maps and
atlases relating to the city will be deacidified, en-
capsulated, and microfilmed during Part IV of the
project, including many in the Geography and
Map Division which have badly deteriorated due
to heavy use. Color microfilm copies will be made
available to users. Part V of the project is the publi-
cation of a historical atlas of maps of Washington,
D.C., which will include appropriate manuscript
maps from other libraries and archives, and will
encapsulate the history of mapping techniques
from the surveyor’s compass to satellite photogra-
phy. Finally, in 1991, to celebrate the completion
of the project, the bicentennial of the L’Enfant
Plan, and the creation of the nation’s capital, the
Library will sponsor a major symposium and exhi-
bition devoted to the planning and mapping of the
City of Washington.

* McGill University, Montreal, has received a

grant of more than $86,000 from the Wellcome
Trust to catalog approximately 6,500 uncataloged
historic works held in the Osler Library. Many of
the titles date from the 17th and 18th centuries.
The grant also inaugurates the conversion of the li-
brary’s catalogs to machine-readable form.

* Moravian College and Theological Seminary,

Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, has received $5,000
from the Littauer Foundation to establish the Lu-
cius N. Littauer Book Fund in Judaica.

e The National Information and Standards Or-

ganization, Gaithersburg, Maryland, has been
awarded a $36,000 grant by the Andrew W. Mel-
lon Foundation to further the conservation and
preservation of library and research collections.
The grant will fund two projects: the production
and distribution of an information packet on the
NISO-developed American National Standards for

Permanence of Paper for Printed Materials (ANSI
Z39.48-84); and the revision of Z39.48 to include
standards for coated as well as uncoated papers.
The packet will be distributed in late 1987 to 2,400
U.S. publishers of books and journals.

* The New York University Libraries have been

awarded a $250,000 grant from the Andrew W.
Mellon Foundation to develop a model for the
management of information within the new tech-
nological environment. The grant will allow the
Libraries to systematically study a range of issues
surrounding the changing modes of scholarly com-
munication, while recognizing that more and more
information is available only in very specialized
forms and formats which may or may not be easily
or economically accessible. A staff of researchers
headed by the dean of libraries will identify the
ways that scholars use, and intend to use, the new
technologies and how new technological tools can
best serve the scholarly needs of students and re-
searchers. University departments will be surveyed
to determine what resources are currently used or
needed. Once an inventory is made, project staff
will explore the best means to provide broader ac-
cess to those resources, and consider augmenting
them with appropriate hardware or software. The
university will eventually sponsor a conference to
share the results of its research.

* The Northern Illinois University Libraries

have been awarded an Institutional Support Pro-
gram Grant of approximately $3,000 from the Ja-
pan Foundation for the acquisition of books on the
culture, geography, economics, laws and religion
of Japan.

» The University of California system has re-

ceived a continuation grant of $183,191 from the
National Library of Medicine to fund the second
year of the MELVYL/MEDLINE Project, cover-
ing the period from April 1, 1987, through March
31,1988. The Project, ajoint effort of the UC Divi-
sion of Library Automation at the Office of the
President and the UC health sciences libraries, pro-
vides increased access to biomedical information
for all UC faculty, staff, and students.

» The University of South Carolina’s Library

Processing Center, Columbia, has received a
LSCA Title 111 grant of $1,500 from the South Car-
olina State Library. The funds will be used in a ret-
rospective conversion project whose eventual goals
include a union catalog for the libraries of the uni-
versity system as well as increased access through-
out the statewide bibliographic network to materi-
als held by the campus libraries.

» Washington University, St. Louis, Missouri,

has received a $1 million gift from alumnus Carl
Neureuther in commemoration of the Year of the
Reader and to encourage and stimulate good read-
ing by Washington University students. The Carl
Neureuther Endowed Book Fund will be used to
purchase works of fiction and non-fiction in En-
glish or English translation from all fields of intel-

June 1987 / 349



lectual endeavor. Displays featuring materials on
newly acquired books will be established in the
Olin Library and at other locations on campus,
and lists of new acquisitions will be posted. In addi-
tion to regular book reviews written by the Library
Services staff, the fund also provides for lectures by
selected authors and a book collecting contest for
students. Finalists in the competition for the best
personal library collected by a full-time under-
graduate and graduate student while at the univer-
sity will be awarded $1,000 each.
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Profiles

Fred M. Heath, dean of libraries at the Univer-
sity of North Alabama, has been named director of
libraries at Texas Christian University, Fort
Worth.

Heath had been at
UNA since 1980, during
which he served as in-
terim director of the
Network of Alabama
Academic Libraries, for
two years. Prior to that
time he was reference/
documents librarian at
the University of Rich-
mond and later assistant
director for public ser-
vices at Radford Univer-
sity. Heath is currently
president-elect of the Li-
brary Management Network, a shared automated
system linking UNA with public, community col-
lege, special and school libraries across the north-
ern tier of Alabama. He is a member of the SO-
LINET board, serving as treasurer and chair of the
Contract Committee, and is a graduate of the first
class of the ARL/OMS Consultant Training Pro-
gram. Heath has also been selected for the 1987
UCLA Senior Fellows class. A former member of
the ACRL Budget and Finance Committee, he also
served as chair of the C<&RL News editorial board
in 1984-86.

A graduate in history from Tulane University
(1966), Heath received a master’s in history from
the University of Virginia (1968), and served subse-

Fred M. Heath
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News note

» The Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadel-

phia, Pennsylvania, is the recipient of a new li-
brary endowment fund established by Ruth Pa-
trick, senior curator of the Frances Boyer Chair of
Limnology, in memory of her husband, Charles
Hodge IV, late professor emeritus of biology at
Temple University. The Hodge Fund will be used
to purchase books and journals in entomology.
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quently in the Air Force for four years. He earned
an MLS from Florida State University in 1973 and
a doctorate in education from the Virginia Poly-
technic Institute in 1980.

James W. Pruett, professor of music and former
chairman of the Music Department at the Univer-
sity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, has been ap-
pointed chief of the Music Division of the Library
of Congress, effective September.

Pruett has been associated with North Carolina
throughout his academic and professional career,
earning bachelor’, master’s and doctoral degrees
there in 1955, 1957, and 1962, respectively. He re-
mained thereafter as a reference assistant and later
head of the reserve reading room and music librar-
Ian, as well as assistant and later associate professor
of music. He concurrently held the positions of pro-
fessor of music and chairman of the Music Depart-
ment from 1976 to 1986, during which he devel-
oped a concert calendar of 50 to 60 programs a year
in addition to his administrative duties. Pruett has
also served as a member or officer of numerous ad-
ministrative committees, boards, and councils at
North Carolina.

The author of many articles and compiler of sev-
eral bibliographies, Pruett has also edited and con-
tributed to several anthologies and reference
works. He is currently engaged in research on an
edition and study of the Laborde Chansonnier, in
the collections of the Library of Congress. Pruett
has been active as a committeeman and officer in
the Music Library Association, of which he was
president during 1973-1975, and is active in the
American Musicological Society. He was editor of





