A recess wrap-up

The 104th Congress recessed
for August as we went to
press. Copyright initiatives
remain pending while action
has been taken on some key
legislative branch appropria-
tions.

NIl Copyright Protec-
tion Act (S.1284/H.R.
2441). Itis widely regarded
that this bill is “dead” after
three unsuccessful attempts
to “mark up”this controver-
sial legislation in the House’s
Courts and Intellectual Property Subcommittee,
coupled with an “indefinite postponement” fol-
lowing the Senate Judiciary Committee’s sec-
ond hearing on the bill. Staff on both sides of
the Hill put the odds of a bill clearing both
chambers and reaching the president at virtu-
ally zero percent, although retiring House Chair-
man Carlos Moorhead (R-CA) recently held out
some hope for action in September.

The debate now moves to the international
arena where the U.S. delegation to the World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) still
strongly advocates adoption of comparable
proposals in an international treaty to be forged
this coming December in Geneva. ALA (in con-
junction with the Digital Future Coalition that
ALA helped establish) continues to actively urge
international delegates to the coming Diplomatic
Conference to defer action on the so-called
“Digital Agenda” until more of an international
consensus has formed regarding how interna-
tional copyright laws should deal with these
complicated and rapidly evolving issues and
industries. ACRL members are invited to for-
ward information about WIPO’s upcoming dip-
lomatic conference to library and other aca-
demic colleagues here and abroad.

ACRL members can find out more about this
critical matter through the ALA Washington
Office and the Digital Future Coalition, whose
Web site is at: http://www.dfc.org/dfc or con-
tact Adam Eisgrau, ALA’ legislative counsel in
the Washington Office: e-mail: ame@alawash.
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Copyright Term Exten-
sion Act (S. 483/H.R. 989).
Legislation to extend the
length of copyright protec-
tion by 20 years remains
pending in Congress and
may be one of the few bills
acted upon when the House
and Senate reconvene in
September prior to adjourn-
ment of the 104th Congress
around October 4. Although
the bill remains before the
House IP Subcommittee, the full Senate Judi-
ciary Committee voted in June to report this
bill to the full Senate.

The legislation approved by the Senate com-
mittee included a preliminary version of a so-
called “library exemption” from the 20-year
extension under specified circumstances. ALA
will continue its efforts to achieve a negotiated
resolution of this important matter throughout
the August recess and to assure that the final
version placed before the House and Senate
includes a balanced exception for libraries, ar-
chives, and nonprofit educational institutions.

Omnibus PatentAct(S.1961). ALA, incon-
cert with other major library associations, op-
posed S.1961 which was introduced on July 16
in the Senate by Judiciary Committee chairman
Orrin Hatch (R-UT). A hearing originally sched-
uled to be held on the bill on July 23 was post-
poned to September. The legislation includes
a proposal to create a new, fee-funded govern-
ment corporation called the Intellectual Prop-
erty Organization (IPO) headed by a presiden-
tial appointee responsible to the secretary of
commerce. IPO would replace both the exist-
ing Patent and Trademark Office (PTO) and
the Library of Congress’ Copyright Office.

ALAwill continue to actively express to Con-
gress its longstanding opposition to separation
of the Copyright Office from the Library of Con-
gress as well as its opposition to any measure
that would jeopardize the continued growth and
comprehensiveness of the Library’s extraordi-
nary collection.

Legislative Appropriations Bill Ap-
proved (H.R. 3754/S.Rept. 104-323). OnJuly
30 the Senate passed the legislative branch ap-
propriations bill for FY 1997; the House passed
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its version on July 10; $2.17 billion was appro-
priated to pay for the operations of the House,
Senate, and legislative branch agencies, includ-
ing the Library of Congress and the Govern-
ment Printing Office.

The House report language stressed the use
of electronic format and telecommunications
technologies and that the Legislative Branch was
“striving toward a CyberCongress mode where-
by information can be shared more easily among
the agencies and with the public at large.”

Government Printing Office. The .Senate
accepted the spending levels approved by the
House: $29,077,000 for the Office of the Super-
intendent of Documents. The largest share of
this goes for the operations of the Federal De-
pository Library Program. This is a reduction
of $1,230,000 from FY 1996 and $1,750,000 less
than the Public Printer requested. Congress
denied the $500,000 requested for technology
grants to help depositories make the transition
to a more electronic program.

The report also reflects the House accep-
tance of a five- to seven-year time frame for

(Nashville cont. from page 509)
sic and many types of music
are performed and recorded
here. It is a significant player
in the music “jingle” field and
is home to several artists and
acts with pop, rock, and
rhythm & blues emphases.
Nashville musicians are sig-
nificant parts of the road en-
tourages of many out-of-town
performers, and many music
videos are taped here. Blue-
grass, blues, jazz, pop, classi-
cal, and opera—it’s all part of
the Nashville music scene.

Convention city

Tourism brought more than
nine million visitors to Nash-
ville in 1995. Nashville has
become a popular convention site for associa-
tions and meetings of all kinds. ACRL’ 8th Na-
tional Conference site is headquartered in the
heart of downtown Nashville at the Conven-
tion Center and the adjoining Renaissance Ho-
tel. Other hotels, along with restaurants, shops,
and a variety of entertainment options, are avail-
able within walking distance. A short ride by
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This replica of the Parthenon is
the only full-sizeone in the world.

the move to electronic format recommended
by the Government Printing Office, the library
community, and others (reversing last year’s
push by the House for a two-year transition to
a more electronic depository program).
Library of Congress. The Senate passed a
total of $331,758,000 for the Library of Con-
gress in FY 1997. This includes $62,641,000 for
the Congressional Research Service; $44,964,000
for books for the blind and physically handi-
capped; and a total of $33,402,000 for the copy-
right office (including the authority to spend
$22,269,000 in receipts.) The Senate included
$928,000 for the American Folklife Center (same
level as FY 1996). The Senate passed its ver-
sion of H.R. 3754 reauthorizing the Folklife
Center for two years. In passing its version of
H.R. 3754, the House instructed the Library of
Congress to prepare a plan to transfer the
Folklife Center to the Smithsonian Institution.
Differences in the two versions of the bill will
be resolved in conference between the Senate
and House. The House version of the bill in-
cludes a total of $330,758,000 for the library. m

trolley or taxi offers visitors
more options.

The local arrangements
committee has planned a
number of events and tours
designed to acquaint confer-
ence attendees with Nashville
and its surroundings. Future
articles in the News will pro-
vide further detail about as-
pects of Nashville’s cultural at-
tractions, including art
museums, libraries, musical
heritage, local restaurants,
and the entertainment scene.
In the meantime, you can
learn more about Nashville by
visiting its Internet sites. (Ed.
note: the ACRL National Con-
ference homepage at http://
www.ala.org/acrl.html is
linked to the Nashville Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau homepage at  http://
nashville.musiccityusa.com/tour.)

Your Nashville area library colleagues are
delighted that ACRL has chosen to hold its 1997
conference in our capitol city. Come join us in
“Music City, USA” and enjoy all that Nashville
has to offer. m
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Your partner in creating innovative solutions for libraries.

“Outsourcing with Brodart
will enable your staffto take
on additional assignments
and to implement technical
Innovations. ”

Michael Wilder
Custom Cataloging Services Manager,
Compleat Book-Serv, Brodart Co.

For more than ten years, Brodarts Compleat Book-Serv has
been providing libraries with outstanding technical services. From
book-in-hand cataloging to custom processing, we provide shelf-
ready boob when you need them. Our extensive resources will
help you manage your librarys expansion project, your new
opening day materials collection or eliminate backlogs.

Take a look at the advantages of outsourcing with
Compleat Book-Serv:

« material in-hand cataloging

« full MARC records with customized classifications

« customized holding records

« customized physical processing

shelf-ready books drop shipped to branches
* management reports

Brodarts Compleat Book-Serv is convenient and totally

Brodart Co.

Automation » Books « Furniture » Supplies flexible. A project team will be assigned to work with your library
500 Arch Street, Williamsport, PA 17705 in developing specifications. Wete so easy to work with that you
800-233-8467. Fax 800-999-6799 will begin to think of us as an extension of your own technical
Brodart Ltd., 109 Roy Blvd., services department.

Brantford, Ontario N3R 7K1 Ifyour technical services backlog is becoming unmanageable,
Fax 800-363-0483 let Brodarts Compleat Book-Serv put your books on the shelves
www.brodart.com quickly and efficiendy.

Custom Technical Services
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