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The Newberry Library has received nearly 
$65,000 in a “Dream Again” grant from the Illinois 
State Library to develop a comprehensive plan for 
the retrospective conversion of the Newberry’s 
century-old card catalog. Currently, only 20 percent 
of the Newberry’s collection is represented in the 
online catalog. Martha Conway, w ho oversaw

A lan  Leopo ld , d ire c to r o f  co lle c tio n  services a t th e  
N e w b e rry  L ib ra ry , and  M a rth a  C onw ay, p ro je c t  
consultant, in fro n t  o f the  Newberry's century-o ld card 
cata log.

more than a dozen retrospective conversion efforts 
at the Yale University Libraries, will w ork w ith 
the Newberry Library staff to design a multiyear 
p ro ject th a t w ill resu lt in th e  conversion  of 
approximately 800,000 records, including those 
for rare books, maps, manuscripts, and music. 
They will establish data standards and procedures 
for securing catalog records from vendors, lay 
the g ro u n d w o rk  for funding, and  d eve lop  a 
strategy for managing the project on an ongoing 
basis. The planning grant is part of a $3-million 
project to m odernize collection access for users 
of the N ew berry  Library.

The University of California-Davis has 
b een  aw ard ed  $86,765 from  the Institu te  of 
M useum and  Library Services, Library  Services 
and  T echno logy  Act, adm in istered  by the 
California State librarian, to process the papers 
of California poet Gary Snyder and  to m ake the

co llec tion  accessib le  th ro u g h  a find ing  aid 
m oun ted  on  the O nline Archive o f California 
W eb site. Snyder has pub lished  m ore than  18 
books of poetry and prose. No Nature, a volume 
of selected poems, was a finalist for the National 
Book Award in 1992. His book Turtle islandwon 
the Pulitzer Prize for Poetry in 1975. The Snyder 

Papers consist of over 180 linear feet of 
his published and unpublished works, 
m anuscripts, personal and business 
correspondence, and photographs.

The Columbia University Oral 
H istory R esearch O ffice (OHRO) 
has received a grant of $48,000 from the 
Rockefeller Foundation to support the 
second year of work on the “September 
11, 2001, Oral History Narrative and 
M emory Project.” The funds will be 
u sed  to  hire a project coordinator. 
Through a grant of $ 132,894 in October 
2001 from the Rockefeller Foundation, 
OHRO conducted 120 interviews with 
American and immigrant Muslims, 
Latinos, and Afghans, as well as artists 
whose work and lives were affected by 
the aftermath of the events.

Ohio State University has been awarded 
$58,000 from  the  Save A m erica’s T reasures 
p rogram  o f  the N ational E ndow m ent for the 
A rts/N ational P arks Service to  p rese rv e  the 
James Thurber Collection. The inherently acidic 
na tu re  o f th e  p ap e rs  used  by T hu rber fo r his 
literary manuscripts and correspondence requires 
trea tm en t to  stabilize th e ir chem istry. The 
co llec tion  is the prim ary  resou rce  for the 
manuscripts, letters, drawings, published works, 
scrapbooks, and other supporting materials of 
the American humorist.

Northeastern University has been 
awarded $19,979 by the Library Services and 
Technology Act through the Massachusetts Board 
of Library Commissioners for projects relating to 
serving individuals w ith disabilities and to 
preserving library materials. The Serving People 
with Disabilities award will improve access to
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library information resources; remove barriers that 
impede access; increase awareness about library 
services for people with disabilities; and expand 
training to staff and to patrons with disabilities at 
the Boston and Burlington campuses. A second 
project, a preservation survey grant of $1,500, will 
provide about half of the funding to hire a 
consultant to survey the Archives and Special 
Collections Department’s collections and facility.

Cornell University has received a $170,000 
grant from the Ford Foundation to investigate 
the feasibility o f using hermetic sealing to 
preserve master copies of library microforms in 
developing countries. Hermetic sealing is a 
process that involves sealing packaged microfilm 
in a pouch purged of oxygen in a system similar 
to  the sealing of dried food. Cornell’s study will 
be  the first to determine w hether hermetic 
sealing can be designed to preserve and protect 
microfilm for long periods without a  cold storage 
vault. Preservation librarians at Cornell will 
collaborate with staff at Rochester Institute of 
Technology’s Image Perm anence Institute to 
review hermetic sealing systems currently in use 
by institutions in Indonesia. The study will 
provide a definitive scientific review of the 
technology and produce practical instructions 
and specifications on its use and application.

Acquisitions

The papers of John DePol, accomplished 
book  artist and  illustrator, have b een  acquired 
by the University o f Delaware. Regarded as one 
of the preem inent w ood  engravers o f his time ‚ 
DePol is an  accom plished artist in a variety of 
m edia  and  tech n iq u es, inc lud ing  etch ing , 
lithography, w atercolor, and  oil painting. The 
U niversity o f D elaw are Library acqu ired  the 
pap ers , w h ich  sp an  100 linear fee t in  th e ir 
unprocessed state, by a combination of gift and 
purchase directly from DePol. During the course 
of his long career, DePol worked with some of the 
best-known fine-press printers and did commercial 
w ork an d  p ro d u ced  keep sak es , invitations, 
book le ts , an d  illustrations for m agazines, 
co rpo ra tions, pub lishers , founda tions, and  
academ ic institutions.

Acollection from Richard B. (Dick) Yale, 
a th ird-generation  prin ter and  founder o f the

Butterfield Express: Historical Newspaper o f the 
Great Southwest, has been acquired by San Diego 
State University. The collection includes books, 
m anuscrip ts, p h o to g rap h s, an d  ep h em era  
relating to  the h istory  of printing, California, 
an d  th e  A m erican W est. Y ale’s decad es of 
collecting led to an accum ulation of rare books 
on  the printing process and  the life histories of 
its artisans. Inc lu d ed  in th e  do n a tio n  are 
handm ade , lim ited editions, such as The Life 
Work of Dard Hunter, by Dard Hunter II, which 
highlights the experiences o f the 20th-century 
printer w ho  w orked for the Roycrofters Studio. 
There are also several Washington hand-printing 
presses, drawers o f w ood-type specimens, and 
vintage cameras used  by Yale during his lengthy 
journalism and printing career.

Speaker Tom Murphy, former Speaker of 
the  G eorgia H ouse o f R epresentatives for 27 
years, has d o n a te d  the  po litical p ap e rs  an d  
m em orabilia  housed  in his office to  the State 
University o f W est Georgia. A recreation of his 
office will be  built o n  cam pus, com plete w ith 
the actual contents including furnishings, framed 
photographs, plaques, and certificates to m ake 
the papers accessible to the citizens of Georgia.

The correspondence of Irish actress and 
activist Maud Gonne and Irish poet and dramatist 
W illiam  B utler Y eats has b een  acqu ired  by 
Emory University. Some 370 letters from Gonne 
to  Y eats, and  30 o f  h is to  her, com prise  the 
collection. W hen Yeats m et G onne in 1889, she 
stirred him to strong feelings of Irish nationalism. 
Tw o years after their m eeting, G onne refused 
Yeats’ proposal for marriage. That refusal may 
have im pelled Yeats to  even greater work. Not 
m any of Yeats’ letters to G onne survive, due to 
her frequent moves, her fear o f implicating him 
as an  Irish N ationalist by k eep ing  his letters, 
an d  the dam age cau sed  w h en  h e r  D ublin  
h o u se  w as ra id ed  by  th e  Free State Police in 
1922 . 

Ed. note: Send your news to: Grants & Acquisitions, 
C&RL News, 50 E. Huron St., Chicago, IL 60611-2795; e- 
mail: agalloway@ala.org.
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