
C & R L  N e w s  ■ M a y  2 0 0 0  / 421

W a s h i n g t o n  H o t l i n e Lynne E. Bradley

Database legislation
ALA  and its allies in the database legislative

battles have  con tin u ed  to argue in fa vo r

o f  passage o f  H.R. 1858 and to figh t H.R.

354.

T h e s e  tw o  da tabase  p ro te c t io n  b ills , 

w h ic h  w e r e  in tro d u c e d  in 1999 in the

H ou se, are the subjects o f  r e n e w e d  c o n ­

s id e ra t ion  and l iv e ly  b eh in d -th e -s c e n e s

d eb a te  in the o p e n in g  m onths o f  the C o n ­

gress 2000. H.R. 354, the C o llec t ion s  o f

In fo rm a tion  A n tip ira cy  Act, has the sup­

port o f  som e  o f  the m ajor com m erc ia l d a ­

tabase pub lishers  and the N ationa l A sso ­

c ia tion  o f  Realtors.

H.R. 354 p ro v id es  o v e r ly  b road  p ro te c ­

tion  fo r  a “c o lle c t io n  o f  in fo rm a tio n ” that 

w o u ld  redu ce  the p u b lic ’s access to in fo r­

m ation  and unreasonab ly  burden  scien tific  

research , scholarsh ip , and edu cation . H.R. 

1858 is m ore  n a rrow ly  fo cu sed  to  p reven t 

the d istribution o f  p irated databases, w h ich  

cou ld  threaten  a p e rs o n ’s in vestm en t in 

database crea tion , but it d o es  not p reven t 

the reuse o f  in fo rm ation  fo r  the p u rp ose  

o f  c rea tin g  n e w  in n ova t ive  databases.

AC R L m em b ers  are ask ed  to  con tac t 

their rep resen ta tives  and exp ress  the li­

brary com m u n ity ’s support fo r  H.R. 1858. 

Contact M iriam  N isbet at (8 0 0 ) 941-8478 

fo r  m ore  in form ation .

International education funding
T h e  C oa lit ion  fo r  In ternationa l Education  

( o f  w h ich  A L A  is a m e m b er ) has asked  the 

H ou se  and Senate Subcom m ittees  on  La­

bor, HHS and Education A pp ropria tion s  fo r  

F Y  2001 fu n d in g  fo r  H E A -T it le  V I and  

Fu lbrigh t-H ays 1 0 2 (b )(6 ).  AC RL m em bers  

w h o  are con ce rn ed  abou t these tw o  in ter­

national p rogram s are asked  to contact the 

A L A  O ff ic e  fo r  G o ve rn m en t Rela tions to 

find  out m o re  abou t h o w  to com m u n ica te  

exa m p les  o f  y o u r  ro les  w ith  T it le  V I/F-H  

fu n d in g  on  yo u r  cam puses.

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright rulemaking continues
A LA , in partnersh ip  w ith  the A ssoc ia tion  

o f  Research  Libraries, the A m erican  A s s o ­

c ia tion  o f  Law  Libraries, the Specia l L ibrar­

ies A ssoc ia tion , and the M ed ica l L ibrary 

A ssoc ia t ion , subm itted  com m en ts  to  the 

C op yr igh t O ff ic e  regard in g  sec tion  1201(a) 

o f  the D ig ita l M illen n iu m  C op y r igh t Act 

(D M C A ) o f  1998.

Because o f  concerns about the negative 

impact o f  this section on  anticircumvention 

measures, Congress mandated that the C op y ­

right o ffice conduct a rulemaking study. Based 

on  its findings, the O ff ic e  w ill d eterm ine 

w hether an exem ption  to the anticircum ven­

tion measure contained in Section 1201(a) 

should be a llow ed . Their recom m endation  

w ill b e  fo rw arded  to and considered  by  the 

Librarian o f  Congress. ALA  and its sister li­

brary organizations have argued that an e x ­

em ption  should be a llow ed  for libraries.

T h e  libraries com m ents, a lo n g  w ith  the 

com m en ts  and respon ses  o f  o th er  stake­

ho lders  w h o  support o r o p p o s e  an e x e m p ­

tion, can b e  fou n d  at the U.S. C op yr igh t 

O ff ic e  W eb  site, h ttp ://w w w .lo c .gov/cop y - 

right/1201/anticirc.htm l

T h e  C op yr igh t O ff ic e  w ill con du ct p u b ­

lic hearings to  hear tes tim on y  from  all in ­

terested  parties. Librarians, com p u te r  sc i­

entists, and p u b lic  in terest groups, as w e l l  

as rep res en ta t iv e s  from  the p u b lish in g , 

m o t io n  p icture, re co rd in g , and so ftw a re  

industries are e x p e c te d  to testify.

H earings w ill  b e  h e ld  on  M ay 2-4, 2000, 

in W ash ington , D .C ., in R oom  LA-202 o f  

the John Adam s B u ild in g  o f  the L ibrary o f  

C ongress , 110 S econ d  Street, S.E. A  s ec ­

o n d  round  o f  hearings w ill b e  h e ld  on  M ay 

18-19, 2000, at Stanford University  in R oom  

290, S tanford  Law  Schoo l, C row n  Q u a d ­

rangle , S tanford , Ca liforn ia .

A fte r  the hearings, the C op yr igh t O ff ic e  

w il l  accep t ad d ition a l com m en ts  from  all 

in terested  parties b e fo re  m ak in g  its rec ­

om m en d a tion  to the Librarian o f  Congress.

F or m o re  in fo rm a tion , con tact Carrie 

Russell, o r  M iriam  N isbet at the A L A  W ash­

in g ton  O ff ic e ,  (8 0 0 ) 941-8478. ■
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