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M a n a g i n g  e l e c t r o n i c  t h e s e s  

a n d  d i s s e r t a t i o n s

CONFERENCE CIRCUIT

T h e  T h i r d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S y m p o s i u m

b y  G a i l  M c M i l l a n

N o t  m a n y  o f  u s  w o u l d  h a v e  i m a g i n e d  s e v ­

e r a l  y e a r s  a g o  t h a t  m o r e  t h a n  2 0 0  p e o p l e  

w o u l d  f i n d  d i s s e r t a t i o n s  a n d  t h e s e s  a  t o p i c  

e x c i t i n g  e n o u g h  t o  f l y ,  b u s ,  o r  d r i v e  f r o m  a l l  

o v e r  t h e  w o r l d  t o  d i s c u s s .  B u t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  

o f  S o u t h  F l o r i d a ,  S t.  P e t e r s b u r g  c a m p u s ,  h o s t e d  

t h e  T h i r d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S y m p o s i u m  o n  E l e c ­

t r o n i c  T h e s e s  a n d  D i s s e r t a t i o n s  f o r  t w o - a n d - a -  

h a l f  d a y s ;  w e  t a l k e d ,  w e  l i s t e n e d ,  a n d  w e  

l e a r n e d .

T h i s  w a s  a  w o r k i n g  m e e t i n g  a n d  c o n f e r ­

e n c e  t h e m e s  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  d i v e r s e  a u d ie n c e ,  

i n c l u d i n g  a c a d e m i c  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  s t u d e n t s ,  

f a c u l t y ,  s y s t e m s  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  l i b r a r i a n s ,  p u b ­

l i s h e r s ,  a n d  m o r e .

M a n y  p o i n t s  o f  v i e w  c a m e  f r o m  o u t s i d e  

t h e  l i b r a r y  w o r l d  a n d  o u t s i d e  o u r  n a t i o n a l  

b o r d e r s .  C o n f e r e n c e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  c a m e  f r o m  

1 3  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  3 4  s t a t e s  p l u s  W a s h i n g t o n ,  

D . C .  a n d  P u e r t o  R i c o ,  a s  w e l l  a s  f r o m  U N E S C O  

a n d  t h e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  A m e r i c a n  S ta te s .  N a ­

t i o n a l  E T D  ( e l e c t r o n i c  t h e s e s  a n d  d i s s e r t a t i o n )  

p r o j e c t s  h a d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  A u s t r a l i a ,  

G e r m a n y ,  a n d  P o r t u g a l .  E T D s  a r e  a  g r o w i n g  

p h e n o m e n o n  o n  u n i v e r s i t y  c a m p u s e s  a n d  

t h e r e  n o w  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a  b o d y  o f  k n o w l ­

e d g e a b l e  p e o p l e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  t o p i c . 1

P l e n a r y  s p e a k e r s  s h a r e d  t h e i r  t h o u g h t s  o n  

p r e s e r v a t i o n  ( H e n r y  G l a d n e y  o f  I B M ) ,  t h e  f u ­

t u r e  ( C l i f f o r d  L y n c h  o f  C N I ;  R i c h a r d  B a m b e r g e r  

o f  I B M ;  a n d  M i c h a e l  P e i r s a  o f  X e r o x ) ,  m e t a d a t a  

( S t u a r t  W e i b e l  o f  O C L C ) ,  a n d  t h e  s c h o l a r s h i p  

( A n n  H a r t  o f  C l a r e m o n t  G r a d u a t e  S c h o o l ,

C l i f f o r d  L y n c h ,  a n d  J e a n  C l a u d e  G u e d o n  o f  

t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M o n t r e a l ) .  L y n c h  p o i n t e d  o u t  

t h a t  t h e  d i f f i c u l t  a r c h i v i n g  is s u e s  a r e  l a r g e l y  

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l ,  e c o n o m i c ,  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l ;  t h e  

m e c h a n i c s  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  e a s y  ( G l a d n e y  c o n ­

c u r r e d ) .

R e c u r r i n g  t h e m e s  f r o m  d i v e r s e  r e p r e s e n ­

t a t i v e s  ( O C L C  a n d  W V U  p r o v o s t )  i n c l u d e d :  

d o n ’t  r e i n v e n t  t h e  w h e e l ,  k e e p  i t  s i m p l e ,  s o ­

l i c i t  i n p u t  w i d e l y ,  f o r m a l i z e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  H a r t  

i m p l o r e d  u s  w i t h  t h e  p o p u l a r  l y r i c s  “ I t ’ s  n o t  

t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  i t ’s  j u s t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  

w o r l d  a s  w e  k n o w  i t . ”

T h r o u g h  t h r e e  p l e n a r y  p a n e l s  l a b e l e d  

“ S t r a i g h t  T a l k , ”  c o n f e r e n c e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  h e a r d  

f r o m  a n d  i n t e r a c t e d  w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  

g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l s ,  p u b l i s h e r s ,  a n d  l i b r a r i e s .  T h e  

f i r s t  p a n e l  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  g r a d u a t e  s c h o o l  d e a n ,  

a  p r o v o s t ,  a n d  a  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  

o f  G r a d u a t e  S c h o o l s .  T h e y  t a l k e d  a b o u t  l e a d ­

e r s h i p  a n d  e n h a n c i n g  g r a d u a t e  e d u c a t i o n .  O n e  

a l s o  r e m i n d e d  u s  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  is  

s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  a n  o r i g i n a l  a n d  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n ­

t r i b u t i o n ,  i t  is  a l s o  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  a n  “ i n i t i a l  

w o r k ,  n o t  a  m a g n u m  o p u s . ”

E D T s  a r e  l e a r n i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s

T h e  p a n e l  o f  p u b l i s h e r s  r e p r e s e n t e d  d i v e r s e  

i n t e r e s t s  b u t  h a d  s o m e  c o m m o n  t h e m e s  a ls o .  

D e l p h i n e  L e w is ,  f r o m  U M I ,  s p o k e  a b o u t  t h e  

t r e m e n d o u s  l e a r n i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  E T D s  

p r e s e n t .  E u g e n e  G a r f i e l d ,  f r o m  S c ie n c e ,  i m ­

p l o r e d  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  t o  p u b l i s h  e x c e l l e n t  w o r k
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for the benefit o f  their readership. Janet Fisher, 

from  M IT Press, spoke about the lack o f  con­

flict betw een  ETDs and scholarly journal pub­

lications due to the major rewrites that chap­

ters require to becom e journal articles and the 

importance o f  the academic journals’ peer re­

v iew  processes.
W hen  questioned about the likelihood o f  

plagiarism w hen  research is available through 

the Internet, all three panelists objected to the 

notion. Garfield pointed out that plagiarism is 

also easier to detect and Lewis added that those 

w h o  are intent on doing it will. Fisher said 

there is no evidence that plagiarism has in­

creased with the availability o f  journals online.

The librarians panel included Roy Tennant, 

California Digital Library Project; Julia Blixrud, 

ARL; and David Balatti, National Library o f  

Canada. Tennant focused on  the problems, 

reiterating som e o f  G ladney’s concerns, espe­

cially that libraries are not funded for digital 

archiving. H e noted that ETDs are “a good  

th ing” and that “barriers w ill fall in tim e.” 

Blixrud addressed whether to adopt o ld  strat­

egies to new  media. Balatti shared background 

information on  the Canadian Theses Service.

Hands-on networking opportunities
T h ere  w e re  m any qu o tab le  m om ents, o f  

course. Bruce Cochrane (University o f  South 

Florida, Evolutionary Genetics), for example, 

told us about being “digitally-abled” and the 

“quill pen  prob lem .” Daniel Ferreras (W est 

Virginia University, Foreign Languages) im­

p lored  us to em pow er students to show  us 

the way. “W e  are preceding history in the 

making.”

Concurrent presentations included case 

studies from many universities at varying stages 

o f  ETD projects. These included Harvard, 

Hum boldt University (Berlin ), MIT, Michigan 

State University, University o f  Arizona, Uni­

versity o f  Georgia, University o f  Iowa, Univer­

sity o f  Waterloo, Virginia Com m onwealth Uni­

versity, West Virginia University, as w e ll as 

Virginia Tech. Australian and German national 

projects w e re  also described. There  w ere  

hands-on opportunities to learn about a vari­

ety o f  topics including HTML, PDF, SGML, XML, 

XSL/T, and metadata.

The conference was also an opportunity to 

network informally, especially during Friday 

even ing ’s reception which was accom panied 

b y  m u s ic  p e r fo r m e d  b y  W es t V ir g in ia

University’s John H agen (ETDs/Library) and 

Daniel Ferreras (faculty/Foreign Languages). 

The Dali Museum was opened  to us for an 

e ven in g  recep tion  and se lf-gu id ed  tours. 

Lunches also afforded conference-goers the 

opportunity to en joy the outdoors, especially 

the palm trees and the bay.

O n the day before  the conference, the Net­

w o rk ed  Digital Library o f  Theses and Disser­

tations (N D L T D ) Steering Com m ittee met to 

discuss accom plishm ents and to focus on  fu­

ture directions. Three subcom m ittees w ere  

established, w ith  m em bersh ip  later drawn 

from  volunteers am ong the con ference at­

tendees. In addition to planning next year ’s 

con ference, the topics are training graduate 

students and standards and preservation. Each 

com m ittee held  initial m eetings at the con ­

clusion o f  Thursday’s con ference lunch, but 

n ew  m em bers are w e lcom e. Progress reports 

w ill be prepared  for the next Steering C om ­

mittee m eeting in Washington, D.C. on  Sep­

tem ber 29, 2000.

ND LTD  is a loose federation o f  78 m em ­

bers from  universities throughout the world, 

m ore than double the membership at this time 

last year w hen  the conference was held in 

Blacksburg at Virginia Tech. At that time, tw o 

universities required that graduate students 

deposit ETDs. Four universities n ow  require 

ETDs and there are m ore than 7,500 ETDs 

available from  the m em ber institutions. Next 

year the 4th International Symposium on Elec­

tronic Theses and Dissertations w ill be held  

at Cal Tech  in Pasadena on  March 22-24, 

2001 .

Note
1. See sites from  the con ference wrap-up 

s e s s io n  at h t tp :/ / s c h o la r . l ib .v t .e d u /  

presentations/ETDs2000/wrapup.pdf. ■

( “For better . . . ” continued  from  page 407)

search,” a Special Issue o f  Astronom y and As­
trophysics, Supplement Series, 143, no. 1 (April 
2000), h ttp :/ / w w w .ed p sc ien ces -u sa .o rg/  

articles/astro/abs/2000/07/contents/contents. 

html NASA Astrophysics Data System.

5. T h e  N ASA Astrophysics Data System is 

located at http://adswww.harvard.edu.

6. Richard E. Luce, “T h e  O p en  Arch ives 

Initiative: Forging a Path T ow ard  In ter-oper­

able Au thor Self-Arch iving Systems,” C&RL 
News 61 (M arch 2000): 184-186, 202. ■
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http://www.edpsciences-usa.org/
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