The recent G8 Sunmil@ fooused worldwide
atertion on Gkdnawna, a group of Japarese
idands thet few nonmilitary Americarns know
nmuch about. Bhnically and cuiturally sore
V\tﬂdsurdframam theidands heavebeen

prefedure (like a province) since
18@ After World War 1, Okdnanawes under
thecontrd of the US mlltarymtll 1972 Ben

the online catalog is availade to all libraries.
Honever, vendors have developed various
for the software and most libraries
to purdhese an advanced version

Other universities on the island of
Ckinawa indude the brand-new Ckinana
Prefectural Schod of Nursing, Ckinawea Pre-
fecturd University of Ats (devoted to the

now, Averican military besestake up 2000f  preservation of traditional Okinawen art
the land on the rein Idand of Ckinena, fomrs), Okinawa University, Ckinawna Inter-
Qe ilitary contribution wes the esab-  national University, and Meio University
lisrent ofthefirst (Where the G8
university  in Summitwes held).
Gdnana, the Uni- Like all aca-
versity of the demic libraries,
Ryukyus (LR, in Ckinanea. univer-
1980 The unver- sity libraries are
Sty becare part of moving into the
the Japarese e dedronc e Al
tional em in have CD-ROM
t:1’r£3)72, a?éllts li- LANs ad Intemet
ayistrelagest  The reference desk at the University of Rukus in - connections. LR
in Ckirane. Nhg, Gdneva, hes taken the lead
Like ather retional universities,  with approximately 1,200 electronic journals,
the dean of the library is a facuity menter,  including a subscription to Elsevier's Science
gppointedby the unversity presicert. Repart- Direct.

ing to the dean is a chief librarian, erployed
by the Japenese Mnistry of Eduication, and
Sujedt to ratation among the litraries of the
ather nationdl unversities. This allons room
for promotionwhile still achering tothe Jepe:
rese tradition of lifetine
LRMdrgsareeTeredlrtoﬁel\buaﬁ
Acadermic Ganter Sdence and Informetion
Sgem(NACSS), anational datatese for all
acadenic libraries and acoesside
to usars on the Intemet. The softwere for

many in the fall of 2001 without
a traditional library. Instead,
through collaboration with Rice
University in Houston, 1UB will
have a digital Information Re-
source Carter. A broadband con
nection between Rice and 1UB,
provided as part of an agreement
between Roe and Enron Broad-
band Senvices, will allow simul-
taneous a00ess to resources to
users a both universities, m
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W\brries about howto cover inoreased aods
for eledronic resouroes wes a Irgjar topic &
the June 2000 medting of the Ckinawen aca:
denvic librarians’ assodation

Ckinawa hes been shgped by its Jgpanese
comnediion, itsown heritage, andthe Dyears
of Argrican ion Its unversities and
their libraries dso demonstrate this unique
combination of influences.—Mignon Adams,
University of the Sciences in Philadelphia, e-

nail: madars@usped m



