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the  u n iq u e  com ­
m unity  o f B o u l­
d e r , w h e re  th e  
N ew  Age is old 
new s, th e  s tu n ­
n in g  F la t ir o n s  
t e m p t  ro c k  
c l im b e r s ,  a n d  
ev ery o n e  seem s 
im possib ly  h ea l­
th y . T h e  m a g ­
n if ic e n t R o c k y  
M o u n t a in  N a ­

Your choice of the opera t i o n a l  P a r k  
or gambling is available at 

[(970) 586-1206] Central City.
is n o r th w e s t o f  

D enver, ab o u t 70 m iles aw ay. And, o f  course, 
ski areas abo u n d , including L o v e la n d  [(800) 
736-3754], less th an  an  h o u r  from  D enver; 
K e y s to n e ,  ab o u t an  h o u r-a n d -a -h a lf  trip ; 
A s p e n / S n o w m a s s  [(800) 923-8920]; a n d  
V a il  [(800) 525-3875], all fa rth e r a w ay  bu t 
g re a t to  v isit w h e th e r  y o u  ski th e  s lo p e s  
o r  ju st ad m ire  th e  scen ery .

M ountain visitors also enjoy snow shoeing, 
snow m obiling, o r just strolling th rough  such 
historic tow ns as G e o r g e to w n , a picturesque 
village o f Victorian-era structures [(800) 472- 
8230]; G o ld e n , hom e to the  C o lo r a d o  R ail­
r o a d  M u se u m  [(800) 365-6263]; the C o lo r a d o  
S c h o o l  o f  M in e s  G e o lo g y  M u se u m  [(303) 
273-38151; and the C o o r s  B r e w in g  C o m p a n y , 
w hich conducts free tours o f its p lant conclud­
ing w ith free sam -ples o f  its b rew  [(303) 277- 
23371.

Bring extra  coins for th e  o n e-arm ed  b a n ­
d its  in C o lo rad o ’s g am b lin g  d estin a tio n s : 
B la c k  H a w k  and  C e n tr a l C ity , tu ck ed  into 
th e  foothills w est o f  Denver, and , head ing  
sou th  in the  state, C r ip p le  C r e e k . Central 
City is also kno w n  for th e  C e n tr a l C ity  O p ­
e r a  H o u s e ,  w hich  has perfo rm ances on ly  in 
th e  sum m er, b u t w elcom es visitors to  v iew  
its V ictorian in te rio r y ear-round ; ask  for a 
to u r a t th e  Teller H o u se  casino  [(303) 279- 
3200],

South o f D enver are th e  stunn ing  red  rock 
fo rm ations o f  th e  G a r d e n  o f  t h e  G o d s  in 
C olorado  Spring— an  en thra lling  sight [(719) 
634-6666], T he g a rd en  can  b e  en joyed  in  any 
w eather, s ince  th e re  a re  p a v ed  ro ad s fo r au ­
tos th a t w in d  th ro u g h  th e  red  rocks.

Like m o st p laces  in th e  U n ited  States, 
C olorado has u n p red ic tab le  w eath e r patterns

in M arch, th e  m o n th  o f  th e  ACRL confer­
ence . M ultiply that unpred ic tab ility  factor by  
a b o u t ten  in C olorado! It’s a  su n n y  state—  
e v en  in th e  w in te r— a n d  has m ore  su n n y  
days y ear-ro u n d  th an  Miami, Florida, o r San 
D iego, California.

T o illustra te  th e  variab ility  o f  D en v er 
w eather, h e re  a re  tw o  historic  w e a th e r  re ­
po rts  from  M arch 19: in 1997 th e re  w as a 
h igh  o f  71 d eg rees w h ile  in 1998 D enver 
tem p era tu res  to p p e d  o u t a t 30 d eg rees ac­
co m p a n ied  by  5 in ch es o f  snow . T he “n o r­
m al” day tim e tem p era tu res  in M arch are  in 
th e  50s (w hich , w ith  low  hum idity , feels d e ­
lightful) b u t can  d ro p  20 d eg rees  o r  m o re  at 
night. W ear layers a n d  ch eck  th e  forecast 
b e fo re  y o u  arrive.

Let’s see— did  I m en tio n  line dancing , th e  
M u s e u m  o f  N a tu r a l H is t o r y ,  th e  B la c k  
A m e r ic a n  W e st  M u s e u m  a n d  H e r i t a g e  
C e n te r , th e  D e n v e r  B o ta n ic  G a r d e n s , and  
th e  D e n v e r  Z o o ?  Well, I’ve  b arely  b e g u n  to 
b rag  b u t e v en  th e  se lf-ap p o in ted  m ayor o f 
D en v er m u st s to p  a t so m e  p o in t a n d  let you 
roam  o n  y o u r ow n. ■

Letter to the editor
It w as so  refresh ing  to  re ad  Jenn ifer 

W. K im ball’s “R em em ber w h en  you w ere  
inform ation  illiterate?” in the  July/A ugust 
1999 issue o f C&RL News.

All to o  often  w e  overestim ate the  level 
o f aw areness that students and  faculty have 
ab o u t do in g  research , especially  w ith the  
technological en hancem en ts that have im­
p a c ted  o u r  de livery  o f  in fo rm ation  re ­
sources.

At o u r com m unity college, the percen t­
age o f studen ts w h o  d o  no t use  a com ­
p u te r  regularly  an d  are  no t co n n ec ted  to 
th e  In terne t is h igher th an  those  w h o  do. 
Staff an d  faculty w h o  m ay use  a co m puter 
daily  to p rocess stu d en t enro llm ents o r  
p rep are  p u rchase  requisitions m ay no t be  
at all fam iliar o r com fortable  w ith  “surfing 
on  the  W eb.”

Kim ball’s article w as especially  useful 
to  m e as I d e v e lo p ed  th e  cou rse  I am  
teach ing  this fall for faculty a n d  staff: In ­
form ation Literacy in an Inform ation-O ver­
lo ad ed  W orld.— Charlet Key, B la ck  H a w k  
College, e-mail: keyc@ B hcl.bhc.edu
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