In 1996, the library at the University of
Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, decided to make
professional homepages for all of its librar-
ians, and bring its collegial communication
into the electronic age.

With the aid of the Tim Cole, Systems Li-
brarian for Digital Projects, and his staff, the
six librarians in the Aca-
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Program took on this
project. The resultwas the
Library Faculty Directory
(http://www .library.
uiuc.edu/faculty/).

The traditional means
of communicating with
on- and off-campus col-
leagues for librarians at the
university was a printed university library an-
nual report. But the publication had a small
circulation, going only to a select few in each
department, and even that small amount of
exposure ceased in the 1980s when the annual
publication died.

Wi ith the absence of a current, all-inclu-
sive source showing librarians’professional ac-
tivities, Robert Wedgeworth, then university
librarian, wanted to develop such an online
profile/bibliography for librarians that could
do what the old paper annual reports could
not: provide to colleagues on- and off-campus
a concisely visible and easily accessible index
of publications by library faculty, and a de-

W allace Library; one of the first fully com-
pleted projects of the school’s $100-million
campaign. The renovation, made possible by a $3-
million grant from the PeterJay Sharp Founda-
tion, expanded the library’s computer network,
created the PeterJay Sharp Special Collections
room—which provides environmentally secure
storage for rare materials—increased shelf, exhibit
and staffspace, renovated the main reading room,
and provided new lighting, carpeting, and fur-
nishings. Allthe library’ seats are wired forpower
and data so that laptop users can plug in. During
the firstyear of its 5-year, $100-million campaign,
the Julliard School has already raised $52.2 mil-
lion.
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scription of the library faculty’s services. While
the library maintains two wonderful resources,
the “Library Faculty Research Interests Data-
base” and the “Recent Library Faculty Publi-
cations Database,” the professional homepages
provide the opportunity for direct access to
each faculty member, and offer data on a
person’s research in what
isperhaps the first location
inwhich colleagueswould
search for any information.

There are 116 library
faculty pages, and, of
these, more than 54% go
beyond directory informa-
tion and give a librarian’s
professional duties, activi-
ties, and publications.
During a snapshot period of academic year
1997 though summer of 1998, the faculty pages
received more than 32,000 hits. More than
48% of those hits were from campus, but more
than 51% came from outside the university,
including other states and countries.

We believe our Web pages have strength-
ened our librarians’communication with the
campus and with colleagues elsewhere, and
we hope that other libraries will look at
such projects for their librarians.—Nina C.
Davis, University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, caron@ninc.edu andJean M.
Dickinson, New Mexico State University,
jedickin@lib.nmsu.edu
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ACRL makes information literacy
resources available on Web

ACRL’s Institute for Information Literacy has
created a primer on information literacy for fac-
ulty and academic administrators. This primer is
located on the IIL Web page at http://
www.ala.org/acrl/nili/whatis.html.

The site is designed to provide a basic in-
troduction to information literacy by answer-
ing four basic questions: 1) What is informa-
tion literacy?; 2) What should faculty and ad-
ministrators know about information literacy
programs; 3) Are there some model programs |
can examine?; and 4) Where can | find more
information?
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