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N e w s  f r o m  th e  F ie ld Stephanie Orphan

NYPL launches em ergency cam paign  
In response  to d eep  public  funding  cuts and 
the  po ten tial for further reductions, the  New 
York Public Library (NYPL) has launched  the 
Em ergency C am paign for the  Library, w hich  
seeks to  raise $18 million in private funds over 
the next three years to sustain essential collec­
tions, programs, and services. NYPL is seeking 
$4 million per year for the branch libraries and 
$2 m illion p e r year for the research  libraries. 
T he Em ergency C am paign will seek  to  fund  
the areas o f the library that have b een  hardest 
hit by the city’s budget cuts. Funding needs to 
b e  addressed  for the b ranch  libraries include 
books and materials, com puter pages, educa­
tional and cultural program m ing, and branch 
spruce-ups. For the research libraries, funding 
needs to be addressed by the campaign are col­
lections, public service, and preservation.

EBSCO a c q u is itio n  o f  R o w eC o m ‘s 
U.S. an d  E u ro pean  o p e ra tio n s  
ap p ro ved
T he U nited States B ankruptcy  C ourt has a p ­
p ro v ed  the  sale o f  certain  R ow eC om  U.S.A. 
assets to  EBSCO, pursuant to a definitive pu r­
chase agreem ent previously ex ecu ted  by  the 
tw o parties. The sale includes the  U.S. opera­
tions o f RoweCom , Inc., w hich  includes the  
operations o f Dawson, Inc.; D aw son Informa­
tion  Q uest, Inc.; T he Faxon C om pany, Inc.; 
T urner Subscription Agency, Inc.; M cGregor 
Subscription Services, Inc.; and Cor­
p o ra te  Subscrip tion  Services, Inc. 
Final closing  o f th e  sale is co n tin ­
gent on  verification of publisher sup­
port representing at least 50 percent 
o f  the  aggregate m onetary  am ount 
p repaid  to RoweCom by customers 
(w hich  w as no t su b seq u en tly  fo r­
w arded  to publishers) and success­
ful closure by EBSCO of its acquisi­
t io n  o f  R o w e C o m ’s E u ro p e a n  
operations.

EBSCO has rece iv ed  app ro v al 
from the French Ministry of Finance We’ve f

for the acquisition of the E uropean 
operations, p u rsuan t to the defini­

tive purchase agreement executed betw een the 
tw o  c o m p a n ie s  in  F e b ru a ry . A sse ts  o f  
RoweCom  France are being  integrated  into a 
n ew ly  c rea ted  w h o lly  o w n e d  su b sid ia ry  o f 
EBSCO, “EBSCO Inform ation  Services, SAS.” 
EBSCO and RoweCom  E urope are in the  p ro ­
cess of com pleting the final steps necessary to 
definitively close the acquisition.

EBSCO has also  finalized  its p u rch ase  o f 
Row eCom  Australia, PTY Ltd. and  has com ­
p le te d  th e  acq u isitio n  o f c e rta in  a sse ts o f 
RoweCom’s Canadian subscription operations, 
D ivine Solutions, ULC.

U n iv e rs ity  o f  L o u isv ille  to  launch  
l ib ra ry  ex p an s io n
The University o f Louisville is planning a $14.2. 
m illion expansion  of Ekstrom  Library, w hich  
will ad d  42,500 square  feet to  the  library and 
include  m any  featu res to m ake it a state-of- 
the-art facility. The facility will include such 
new  features as an autom ated storage and  re­
trieval system that will provide highly efficient, 
secure, and  environm entally  con tro lled  stor­
age  o f u p  to  1.2 m illion  vo lum es. T his w ill 
enable the university to increase its holdings to 
3 m illion volum es, while providing rapid, ro ­
botic  b o o k  retrieval. Also included  will b e  a 
24-hour study facility and  technologically ad­
vanced  instructional laboratories and  confer­
en ce  space. T he university  expec ts to b reak  
g round  in late 2003 or spring of 2004.

ound It, Cristel! The Valley of the Lost Faxon Subscriptions!

K. Waugh
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Records o f Iraqi c iv ilization  destroyed

Historians are o f the view that Iraq is the cradle 
o f civilization and  the  seat o f m ajor ancient 
civilizations o f the w orld  dating back  to  the  
Fifth Millennium B.C., including Sumerian and 
B abylon ian  cultures. It is th e  b irthp lace  o f 
A braham  an d  th e  first u rb an  settlem ents. 
People o f this historic region started agricul­
ture, invented writing, and  w rote the w orld’s 
first code of law. Baghdad University is one of 
the  o ldest universities in the w orld. Until re­
cently, Iraq had one of the best national librar­
ies, archives, and m useum s to docum ent her 
civilizations and  the history o f m ankind, bu t 
suddenly everything has b een  lost due to the 
looting  a n d  fire that fo llow ed the  fall o f the 
Capital City o f B aghdad in April 2003.

D o cu m e n tin g  a n c ie n t c iv iliz a tio n
The National Library had  a collection o f over 
one million books and over twenty million docu­
ments. It included copies of all books published 
in Iraq an d  all Ph.D. dissertations w ritten  in 
the country. In addition, there w ere m any rare 
books o n  Islam, Judaism , governm ent docu­
ments, and records o f royal courts dating back 
to  the O ttom an Empire. Many old hand-writ­
ten manuscripts, which w ere being converted 
to the print form dating ta c k  thousands of years, 
w ere lost, including the num ber systems and 
the first exam ples o f written w ords o f hum an 
civilization.

T h e  Islam ic L ibrary h a d  th o u sa n d s  o f 
books o n  Islam, including the oldest copy o f 
the Koran, w hich w ere destroyed in fire and / 
or looted. The Mosul University Library had

In n o v a tiv e  to  o f fe r  L inux o p tio n
Innovative  In terfaces is in tro d u c in g  th e  o p ­
tion for libraries to  run  M illennium  on  Linux 
servers; th is  o p tio n  is b e in g  d e v e lo p e d  in 
p a rtn e rsh ip  w ith  th e  L ibrary o f th e  U n iv er­
sity  o f  T e c h n o lo g y , S y d n ey  (UTS) in  A u s­
tralia. Porting the  softw are  to  Linux ex p an d s 
th e  a rray  o f  c h o ic e s  av a ilab le  to  u se rs  a n d  
su p p o r ts  th e  c o m p a n y ’s g o a l o f  p la tfo rm , 
o p e ra tin g -sy s tem , a n d  d a ta b a s e  in d e p e n ­
d e n c e . UTS e n te r e d  in to  th e  p a r tn e r s h ip  
based  o n  th e  reliability  a n d  p e rfo rm an ce  of 
Linux, th e  o p p o rtu n ity  p re se n te d  by  L inux 
to in te g ra te  M illen n iu m  w ith  c o re  u n iv e r ­
sity system s, a n d  a p h ilo so p h ic a l c o m m it­

m any excellent rare m anuscripts in the  Ara­
bic language, w hich  w ere also lost.

Iraqi M useums had  an  excellent archaeo­
logical collection and the National M useum in 
B ag h d ad  h ad  th e  g reatest co llection  o f 
M esopotam ian art. It h ad  over 170,000 arti­
facts be long ing  to  the  p rehistoric  Assyrian, 
B abylonian, G reek, Islamic, Persian, an d  
Sumerian civilizations. The major lost artifacts 
include a  silver harp, 4,000 years old; a solid 
gold harp from the Sumerian era o f 3360 B.C.; 
a n d  a head less b lack  s ta tue  o f  th e  King 
Entem ena of the Sumerian era from 2600 B.C. 
Other priceless artifacts included a copper head 
of an  Akkadian King, w hich was at least 4,000 
years old; and m any statues, pottery, cunei­
form tablets, ancient seals and clay tablets of 
geom etry, ivory figures o f  w o m en  an d  god­
desses, ceramic jars, and urns that were at least 
2,000 to  5,000 years old. O ther im portant ar­
tifacts lost a re  a  5,000-year-old W arka vase 
from the Sumerian period; the Lion o f Nimrud, 
k n o w n  as an  icon  o f  P ho en ic ian  Art, from  
850 B.C.; an d  ra re  12th cen tu ry  d eco ra ted  
w ooden  doors o f a m osque.

The loss w as in billions o f dollars and  has 
b e e n  desc rib ed  as a  d isaster by  UNESCO. 
K oich iro  M atsuura , d ire c to r  g e n e ra l o f 
UNESCO, issued a statem ent o n  April 15 say­
ing, “Libraries, archives, and manuscripts must 
b e  preserved. …  Libraries are th e essence of 
know ledge societies. Nearly 20 centuries of 
written history o f m ankind are in danger; ev­
erything m ust b e  do n e  to protect them  from 
looting and  destruction.” The destruction o f

m en t to  o p e n  sou rce  ap p ro ach es w here  they 
prove applicable.

A m erican  P o litical Science
A ssociation announces n e w  jo u rn a l
T he A m erican  Political Science A ssocia tion  
(APSA) has announced that its new  journal Per­
spectives in  Politics is now  available from Cam­
bridge University Press. The journal, w hich d e ­
b u te d  w ith  V olum e 1, No. 1 in M arch 2003, 
connects research findings, conceptual innova­
tions, an d /o r theoretical developm ents w ithin 
the  discipline o f political science to real p ro b ­
lem s o f politics. APSA and  Cam bridge Univer­
sity Press journals are also available online.
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these  collections w as certainly one  o f  the 
greatest cultural disasters an d  a tragedy in 
hum an history. Iraq had been  collecting and 
safeguarding the  treasures o f its civilization 
in archives, libraries and  m useum s for over 
10,000 years bu t m uch o f the  m aterial was 
looted and /or destroyed by fire within a few 
days in  April 2003. A rep o rt p u b lish ed  in 
the  Asahi Shimbun, Tokyo, on April 21,2003, 
states that “T he dam age  o f th e  library …  
only m atches that o f the 13th century w hen 
the Mongols invaded Baghdad and burned 
all the books.”

N ational Library m aterials  
safeguarded
According to a recent report front Iraq, some 
important materials were m oved from the Na­
tional Library to the tourism  administration 
building in mid-March due to the fear of war. 
The saved materials include documents from 
the period of the Ottoman Empire; back cop­
ies o f the first new spaper AAl-Thawra, pub­
lished in Iraq in the  19th century un d er the 
O ttom an’s rule; old cadastral registers; and 
m any books. The largest collection o f the 
Saddam Manuscripts Library of Baghdad, with 
over 40,000 manuscripts in Arabic, Krurdish, 
Persian and Turkish, has also been saved.

Gazi Hassan, a staff m em ber o f the Iraq 
N ational Library, to ld  the  BBC N ew s re ­
cently that the  m ajor part o f  the  im portant 
materials and docum ents are safe. Many re­
ligious b o oks an d  m anuscrip ts, including 
co p ie s  o f  Q u ran s w ere  m o v ed  to  the  
Imamal-Hagg M osque in Saddam  City. It is 
poss ib le  th a t ab o u t ha lf o f  th e  co llection  
of the National Library has been  saved. This

UIUC m oves th e  N ew spap er L ibrary  
to  rem o d e led  location
The N ew spaper Library, one o f 42 departm en­
tal lib raries a t th e  U niversity  o f  Illinois Li­
brary at Urbana-Champaign, has m oved into a 
new ly rem odeled  location, offering m ore ap ­
pealing  and  efficient space  for patrons. The 
new  space offers ample space for library work­
ers and  a w o rk /supply  room ; large w indow s 
on  its w est w all and  new  carpeting, lighting, 
an d  shelves; custom  furn itu re  fo r m icrofilm  
readers; and a clim ate-controlled area to store 
the  library’s 110,000 reels o f  m icrofilm . The 
N ew spaper Library is one  o f the largest librar­
ies o f  its k ind in the world, housing m ore than

good  new s was also confirm ed by the Wall 
Street Joum al o n  Apri l 28.

A  t im e  fo r  re co ve ry
The United States, UNESCO, the Library of Con­
gress, ALA, and others are working together to re­
cover and repair the damage done to the collections 
and artifacts of Iraq, but there is one question being 
asked by librarians, scholars, and others: Why did it 
happen? According to the 1954 UNESCO Con­
vention held in the Hague, it was agreed drat in case 
of an armed conflict, in any country, the cultural 
property, including libraries, archives, and museums 
will be safeguarded. Article X and XII of resolution 
deals with the protection and transportation of the 
materials to a  safe place. One hundred three (103) 
countries, including Iraq, the United Kingdom, and 
the United States, signed and accepted this historic 
UNESCO resolution and document. On April 14, 
Senator Bob Brown of Australia reminded the Aus­
tralian Broadcasting Company drat all countries have 
“an obligation under the 1954 Hague Convention 
to protect the world’s cultural artifacts during times 
of war.”

There is no doubt that some of the lost 
materials will be recovered, but great damage 
has already been done, and libraries, archives, 
and museums will never recover fully. Donny 
George, director o f research and discoveries 
at the Iraqi State Board of Antiques, told the 
BBC News on April 14, “It was the leading 
collection o f a …  continuous history of man­
kind. And it’s gone, and it’s lost. …  It’s too 
late, it’s no use.”— R.N. Sharma, director o f  the 
library, West Virginia State College, editor of Li ­
brary Times International, andvice-chair/chair- 
elect o f  ACRL’s Asian, African, a n d  Middle East­
ern Section, sharmarn@oscar.wsc.edu

150 m illion pages o f n ew sp rin t dating  from  
1632 to the present.

P ennsylvan ia lib ra ries  choose  
Docutek
The South-Central Library Consortium of Penn­
sylvania (SCLCPA) has selected Docutek VRLplus 
as the virtual reference library solution for the 17 
libraries across four counties in south-central Penn­
sylvania that make up the consortium. SCLCPA is 
made up of a mix of public, academic, K -12, and 
special libraries and serves a  largely rural popula­
tion; the addition of digital reference services ex­
tends the library to those patrons who are unable to 
visit a  local library. Docutek VRLplus includes a

mailto:ritarn@oscar.wsc.edu
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searchable knowledge database, which is built by 
adding frequently asked questions on  an ongoing 
basis, and the ability to script replies to these com­
monly asked questions.

@ y o u r lib ra ry  to o lk it  w ill  h e lp  you  
m a rk e t y o u r lib ra ry
April m arked the official launch o f ACRL’s Aca­
dem ic and Research Library Campaign, part of 
ALA’s Campaign for America’s Libraries. This mar­
keting effort is designed to create an awareness and 
understanding of the value of
academe and research libraries 
and librarians in the 21st cen­
tury. The @your library Toolkit 
fo r  Academic a n d  Research Li­
braries is a resource designed to 
help librarians create a campaign 
to promote their libraries across 
campus and in the community. 
It includes messages, ideas, and 
strategies that can be put to u æ  
at the local level and case stud­
ies that provide real-world ex­
am ples o f the cam paign at 
work. Copies of the toolkit are

available for $7 through ACRL; visit h ttp ://  
www.acrl.org/publications to order. For complete 
information about the Academic and Research Li­
brary Campaign, visit h ttp://w w w .ala.org/acrl/ 
@your library.

B lackw ell’s O nline  Bookshop gets  a 
m akeover
Blackwell’s Online Bookshop has undergone a 
complete interface transformation to improve the 
online experience for users in the academic com­

munity. Changes to the online bookstore 
include a more user-friendly layout, easy- 
to-use navigation m enu items, additional 
content designed for the academic com­
munity, online registration for the com­
mission-based affiliate program, and a 
dedicated page for library institutions. To 
celebrate the new  site design, Blackwell’s 
Online Bookshop is offering a 10 per­
cent discount through June 30 on all 
titles plus free shipping regardless of 
the dollar value o r quantity o f  the cus­
tomer order. Those interested in using 
the online discount must enter through 
www.shopblackwells.com/libraries. ■

Register now for the ACRL/Harvard Leadership Institute  
A ugust 3-8, 2003, Cam bridge, M assachusetts

Academic libraries exist in a constantly chang­
ing environm ent with m any new  challenges 
and m any available opportunities. New de­
m ands on academ ic libraries call for funda­
mental shifts in leadership know-how. In re­
sp o n se  to  th e s e  ch a llen g e s , ACRL is 
collaborating with the Harvard Institutes for 
Higher Education to offer its popular ACRL/ 
Harvard Leadership Institute this summer.

•  L e a r n  a m o n g  t h e  l e a d e r s  a n d  
tr e n d se tte r s  in  a c a d e m ic  lib ra ry  a d m in ­
is tr a t io n . At th e  ACRL/Harvard program , 
you will be among your fellow leaders in aca­
demic librarianship. The institute is designed for 
directors of libraries and individuals in positions 
such as associate university librarian, assistant 
dean, vice president of information resources, 
university librarian, and college librarian. Atten­
dance would also be usefu l for individuals regu­
larly involved in decision-making that affects 
the entire library operation and that involves 
other important relationships on campus.

•  I n c r e a s e  y o u r  c a p a c ity  to  le a d  a n d  
m a n a g e . Find out if your organization is well- 
positioned m eet current and future challenges 
and  discover if your ow n leadership is effec­
tive. Harvard Institutes for H igher Education 
faculty will give special attention to issues such 
as leadership, organizational strategy, transfor­
mational learning, and planning.

•  M ark  y o u r  c a le n d a r s  n o w . The 2003 
ACRL/Harvard L eadership  Institu te  will be  
held in Cambridge, Massachusetts, August 3-8, 
2003.

Don’t miss this exciting educational opportu­
nity! Registration materials and complete details 
about the institute are available o n  the Web at 
http://w ww.gse.harvard.edu/~ppe/program s/ 
acrl/program.html. Registration spots will fill 
quickly.

D on’t forget to register early to ensure you 
have a  space in this prestigious institute. Ques­
tions about this institute can be directed to 
acrl@ala.org; (800) 545-2433, ext. 2523. ■

http://www.acrl.org/publications
http://www.ala.org/acrl/
http://www.shopblackwells.com/libraries
http://www.gse.harvard.edu/~ppe/programs/
mailto:acrl@ala.org
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