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F u r th e r  LC h e a r in g s . ALA P r e s id e n t  B ev erly  Lynch t e s t i f i e d  f o r  a second 
tim e May 7 on th e  im pact o f L ib ra ry  o f C ongress b u d g e t c u ts  on th e  n a t i o n ’ s 
l i b r a r i e s .  She tra d e d  lo c a l  s t o r i e s  w ith  Rep. F rank  Annunzio (D -IL ) , whose 
o r i g i n a l  ne igh b o rh o o d  i s  n e a r  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  o f I l l i n o i s  a t  Chicago where 
Lynch i s  U n iv e r s i ty  L ib r a r ia n ,  and p r a is e d  h is  N a tio n a l L ib ra ry  Week s ta te m e n t 
ment in  th e  CONGRESSIONAL RECORD in  su p p o r t o f LC. Annunzio c h a i r s  th e  J o in t  
Committee on th e  L ib r a r y ,  w hich h e ld  th e  o v e r s ig h t  h e a r in g  to  fo cu s  on th e  
p u b lic  im pact o f r e d u c t io n s  in  LC s e r v ic e s  r e s u l t i n g  from an $18 m i l l io n  c u t 
in  t h i s  y e a r ’ s budget due f i r s t ,  to  a c o n g re s s io n a l  a p p r o p r ia t io n s  c u t of 
3.5%, and seco n d , to  a Gramm-Rudman-Hollings d e f i c i t  r e d u c t io n  c u t o f 4.3%.

Lynch, who had e a r l i e r  p r o te s te d  th e  c u ts  a t  a House a p p r o p r ia t io n s  h e a r ­
ing  March 4 , n o te d  th a t  th e  c u ts  were i n s i d i o u s ,  v i s i b l e  o n ly  o v er a p e r io d  of 
t im e , b u t n e v e r th e le s s  d e v a s ta t in g  in  t h e i r  e f f e c t s  on l i b r a r i e s  b ecau se  of 
th e  dependence of th e  U .S . l i b r a r y  community on LG’ s e x p e r t i s e  in  c a t a lo g in g ,  
i t s  p rim acy  in  f o r e ig n  a c q u i s i t i o n s ,  i t s  le a d e r s h ip  in  p r e s e r v a t io n ,  autom a­
t io n  and te c h n o lo g ic a l  d ev e lo p m en t, and i t s  books f o r  th e  b l in d  program  f o r  
which th e r e  i s  no a l t e r n a t i v e .  A ttach ed  to  h e r  te s t im o n y  were e x c e rp ts  from 
th e  comments o f l i b r a r i a n s  and u s e r  g ro u p s from around th e  c o u n try  on th e  
im pact o f th e  c u t s .  Lynch ap p eared  on a l i b r a r y  p a n e l w ith  A s s o c ia t io n  of 
R esearch  L ib r a r i e s  E x e c u tiv e  D ir e c to r  S h ir le y  E chelm an, and G eorgetown U n iv er­
s i t y  Law C en te r L ib ra ry  D ir e c to r  R obert O ak ley .

A p a n e l o f academ ic w itn e s s e s  in c lu d e d  A m erican H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c ia t io n  
E x e c u tiv e  D ir e c to r  Samuel Gammon, Johns Hopkins U n iv e r s i ty  H is to ry  D epartm ent 
Chairman A .J .R . R usse ll-W ood , and George W ashington U n iv e r s i ty  p r o f e s s o r ,  s c i ­
ence c o n s u l t a n t ,  and fo rm er c o n g re s s io n a l  a id e  W illiam  W e lls , J r .  A g e n e ra l  
p u b lic  p a n e l in c lu d e d  a w r i t e r ,  an a t to r n e y ,  a g ra d u a te  s tu d e n t ,  and a r e p r e ­
s e n ta t iv e  o f th e  Books Not Bombs g roup  which has been p r o te s t in g  th e  r e d u c t io n  
in  Sunday and ev en in g  h o u rs . From a v a r i e t y  o f p o in t s  o f v iew , th e  w itn e s s e s  
p a id  t r i b u t e  to  th e  im p o rtan ce  of th e  L ib ra ry  to  r e s e a r c h  and s c h o la r s h ip .

The h e a r in g  began w ith  s ta te m e n ts  by L ib r a r ia n  o f C ongress D an ie l B o o r s t in ,  
who s a id  he had t r i e d  to  b a la n c e  th e  c u ts  among th e  L ib r a r y ’ s " th r e e  c o n s t i ­
tu e n c ie s — th e  i l l u s t r i o u s  d e a d , th e  v o c a l l i v i n g ,  and th e  v o ic e le s s  u n b o rn ."  
D eputy L ib r a r ia n  W illiam  Welsh ad d ed , "We’ve c u t th e  h e a r t  o u t o f n o n -p e rs o n a l 
s e r v ic e s ;  we d o n ’ t  have any r e s e r v e s ."

NTI S p r i v a t i z a t i o n  s tu d y . The Commerce D epartm ent i s  c o n d u c tin g  a s tu d y  
of a l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r  p r i v a t i z i n g  th e  N a tio n a l T e c h n ic a l In fo rm a tio n  S e rv ic e  
which p ro v id e s  a c c e s s  to  U .S . and f o r e ig n  governm ent t e c h n ic a l  docum en ts. The 
A p ril  28 FEDERAL REGISTER n o t i c e ,  p p . 15868-70 , r e q u e s t s  p u b lic  comment by May 
28, b u t th e r e  have been r e q u e s ts  to  ex ten d  th e  d e a d l in e .  The ALA W ashington 
O ff ic e  would a p p r e c ia te  h e a r in g  academ ic l i b r a r y  r e a c t io n  im m e d ia te ly .


