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Web clearinghouse promotes displays 
of government information

Minnesota State University's (MSU) Memorial 
Library has created a W eb-based clearinghouse 
o f  g o v e rn m e n t d o c u m e n ts  d isp la y s  at 
h t tp : / /w w w .l ib .m a n k a to .m s u s .e d u / l ib /  
govdoc/proj/tutorials/finalfront2 .html.

The clearinghouse was developed by MSU’s 
Mark McCullough, govern­
ment docum ents/m aps li­
brarian; Mary Nere, gov­
ernm ent docum ents tech­
nician; and Pam Schmutz, 
reference librarian.

The clearinghouse is 
p an  of a larger tutorial on 
governm ent docum ents 
displays, w hich  is su p ­
ported by an  award from
the ALA GODORT Continuing Education Com­
mittee. The clearinghouse features images, de­
scriptions, and bibliographies of governm ent 
d o cu m en ts  d isp lays c rea ted  by  lib raries 
throughout the United States. Since its unveil­
ing in April 2000, the clearinghouse has re­
ceived m ore than 40 submissions from 18 li­
braries, including several virtual displays.

The clearinghouse displays vary from the 
sim ple tabletop variety to  elaborate exhib­
its. D isplay titles include: “Ten Years o f  Im­
ages: The H ubble Space Telescope,” “Na­
tional Library W eek,” “History of the Internet,” 
and  “Biotechnology: The Genetics Revolu­
tion .” The im ages and bibliographies are 
in tended  to m ake it easier and  less tim e-con­
sum ing for library staff as they assem ble dis­
plays in their ow n libraries.

Instead of traveling to other libraries, li­
brary staff can visit the  online clearinghouse 
to gather creative ideas.

While most submissions have com e from 
U.S. federal depository libraries, the clearing­
house  creators w ould  like to  ex p an d  the 

project by welcoming pro­
motional displays that ex­
hibit state, local, and in­
ternational governm en t 
docum ents. They are es­
pecially interested in re­
ceiving displays from li­
braries outside the United 
States.

Any library th a t has 
created prom otional dis­

plays incorporating governm ent information 
(tax forms, topographic maps, etc.) is invited 
to submit its display to the clearinghouse. The 
displays do not need  to include only govern­
m ent docum ents, bu t they should  include 
some. Displays are typically posted  on  the 
clearinghouse Web site w ithin tw o w eeks of 
submission, and contributors’ names are added 
to the clearinghouse.

To subm it your display to the clearing­
house, send electronic images and  bibliogra­
phies to m ark.m ccullough@ m ankato.m sus. 
edu. Photographs and disks can be  m ailed to 
Mark McCullough, Memorial Library, P.O. Box 
8419, M innesota State University, Mankato, 
Mankato, MN 56001— Mark McCullough, M in­
neso ta  S ta te  U niversity, M anka to , m ark. 
mccullough@ mankato.msus.edu

Register fo r ACRL preconferences

K eep  u p  w ith  th e  la te s t  d e v e lo p m e n ts  
in  licen sin g , in stru c tio n , in fo rm atio n  lit­
e racy , lib ra ry -fa c u lty  c o lla b o ra tio n , o r 
r a r e  b o o k s  a t  o n e  o f  A C R L ’s 
p re c o n fe re n c e s  th a t w ill b e  o ffe re d  in 
San F ran c isco , J u n e  15, p r io r  to  th e  ALA 
A n nual C o n fe re n c e :

• “N av ig a tin g  th e  L icen sin g  L an d ­
sc a p e ”

• “H ow  to  K eep  From  G lazing O ver 
W hen  You H ear th e  W ord Assessm ent: Re­

alistic S trategies for th e  Library In s tru c ­
tio n  C om m unity” (In stru c tio n  Section)

•  “Reaching S tudents an d  Faculty: Put­
ting  the  Inform ation  Literacy C om petency 
S tandards to  W ork”

•  RBMS P reco n feren ce : “T he T w en ti­
e th  C en tu ry ,” Ju n e  12-15, 2001

• “C reating Successful L ibrarian-Fac­
u lty  C o llaborations: T he State o f  th e  A rt.” 
R eg istra tion  d e ta ils  a re  o n  th e  W eb at 
h t tp : / /w w w .a la . o rg /a c rl/c o n fh p . h tm l. ■
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