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The Alamo: An Illustrated History, by 
G eorg e  N elson  (1 1 4  p ag es, 2d  ed ., 1999), fills 
an  im portant gap  in T ex a s  history by sh ow
ing th e ch an g in g  featu res o f  San A n ton io ’s 
A lam o and  A lam o Plaza. N elso n ’s b ird ’s-ey e  
draw ings o f  w hat th e  m ission  lo o k e d  lik e  in 
1745, 1785, an d  1836 are b a se d  o n  detailed  
research , and  h e includes m any draw ings and 
photographs that d ocu m en t its evolution from  
th e T ex as R evolution  to  th e p resent. O n e  in
teresting  d iscovery  h e  m ad e w as that th e d is
tinctive be ll-sh ap ed  parap et o f  
th e A lam o (n o t p resen t dur
ing  th e  b a ttle ) m ay actu ally  
h av e  b e e n  co m m an d eered  or 
s to len  by  th e  U.S. Army from  
th e n e arb y  M ission San  Jo s e  
during repairs in abo u t 1850—  
so m etim e after it ap p eared  o n  
A la m o  d ra w in g s , a s im ila r  
structure w as n o  lon ger visible 
a b o v e  an  arch ed  w alkw ay at 
San Jo s e . $ 2 7 .95 . A ldine Pub
lishing, HC 32-109 , Uvalde, T X  
7 8 8 0 1 . ISBN  0 -9 6 5 9 1 5 9 -0 -5 .

M ore details o f  th e struggle 
for an in d ep en d en t T exas are 
foun d  in th e  Encyclopedia o f the Alamo and  
the Texas Revolution, b y  T h o m  H atch  (2 2 9  
p ag es, D e c e m b e r  1 9 99), a c o m p reh en siv e  
co m p ila tio n  o f  facts, b iograp h ies, and  battles. 
$55 .00 . M cFarland and  Co. ISBN  0 -7 8 64-0593-
7.

Ancient Infrastructure: Remarkable 
Roads, Mines, Walls, Mounds, Stone 
Circles, co m p iled  by  W illiam  R. Corliss (4 0 6  
p ages, O c to b e r  1999), is th e  first v o lu m e in a 
series d evoted  to  arch eological m ysteries. This 
b o o k  fo cu ses  o n  unusual o r an o m alo u s an
c ie n t stru ctures. E ach  an o m aly  is ra ted  in 
term s o f  th e  quality  o f  th e  rep orted  data and  
th e d egree  to  w h ich  it d eviates from  accep ted  
h istorical o r  scien tific  norm s. T h e  vast m ajor
ity o f  ex a m p les  are tak en  from  a rch eo lo g i
ca l, historical, an d  an th rop olog ica l jou rnals
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and  b o o k s . Corliss ex a m in es su ch  antiquities 
as n o n -E u ro p ean  m enh irs an d  d o lm en s, un
u su al sh afts  an d  tu n n els , s to n e  c irc le s  as 
e c lip se  p red ictors, en ig m atic  m o u n d  c o m
p le x e s , h u g e  s to n e  sp h e re s , th e  ro ad s o f  
C h aco  C an yon , an d  precision -fit s to n e  w alls. 
$24.95 . T h e  S o u rcebo ok  Project, P.O. B o x  107, 
G len  Arm, MD 21057 . ISBN  0 -915 5 5 4 -3 3 -X .

The Battle of Kursk, by  D avid M. G lantz 
and  Jo n a th a n  M. H o u se  (4 7 2  p ages, O cto b e r  

1999), u ses G erm an  an d  new ly  
r e le a s e d  R u ss ia n  s o u r c e s  to  
evalu ate  th e g reatest tan k  battle 
in history and  sh ow s h o w  the 
R ed  Army, su fferin g  staggering 
lo s s e s , g ro u n d  to  a h a lt th e  
se e m in g ly  in v in c ib le  G erm a n  
arm ored  d ivisions. In  Ju ly  1943 
w h e n  B ritish  an d  A m e rica n s 
w e re  land in g in Sicily, th e Rus
sian s w e re  d e liv erin g  a c a ta
stro p h ic  b lo w  that “m ean t an 
en d  to  blitzkrieg  in a strategic 
an d  o p eratio n al se n se ” and  ce r
tainly p aved  th e w ay  to  an  Al
lied  victory. A p p en d ixes, d o cu

m ents, n o tes, and  b ib lio grap h ic so u rc es  c o n
stitute th e  final 166  p ag es. $ 3 4 .95 , U niversity 
P ress o f  K ansas. ISBN  0 -7 0 0 6 -0 9 7 8 -4 .

Cutthroat: High Stakes and Killer Moves 
on the Electronic Frontier, by  Step h en  
K eatin g (3 2 6  p ag es, N o v em ber 1 9 99), tells 
th e  story  o f  Rupert M u rd och ’s 1997  attem pt 
to  b r e a k  t h e  c a b le - T V  m o n o p o ly  b y  
p artn ering  w ith a satellite-TV  co n c e rn  n ick
nam ed  D eathstar that w ou ld  deliver hundreds 
o f  ch an n els , In tern et a ccess , an d  retail ser
v ices  to  m illion s o f  su b scrib ers. T h e  p lan  
fizzled  b e ca u se  o f  th e sh rew d  m aneu vering  
o f  TCI “ro b b er b aron ” Jo h n  M alone, w h o  n eu
tralized th e attack  b y  sellin g  his corp oratio n  
to  th e  p h o n e  co m p an y . C ab le  rates an d  c o n
ten t tak e m any hits in this w ell-d o cu m en ted  
e x p o se  o f  th e  te le co m m u n ica tio n s industry, 
w h ich  is g earin g  u p  ag ain  o v e r  th e  In ternet. 
$ 3 2 .5 0 . Jo h n s o n  B o o k s . ISBN  1 -5 5 5 6 6 -2 5 2 -
8 .
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Elephant Story: Jumbo and P. T. Barnum 
under the Big Top, by  Les H ard in g  (1 2 9  
p a g e s , Ja n u a ry  2 0 0 0 ) , p ro v id es  th e  d eta ils  o f  
th e  life  a n d  d e a th  o f  B a rn u m ’s  12 -fo ot-ta ll 
attractio n — th e  larg est e le p h a n t e v e r  e x h ib
ited — fo r  h is  “g re a te s t  sh o w  o n  e a r th .” In  
ad d itio n  to  Ju m b o ’s b io g rap h y , H ard in g  o f
fers b a c k g ro u n d  o n  B a rn u m ’s life , th e  h is
tory  o f  e le p h a n ts  in  c irc u se s , an d  a  list o f  
o th e r  fa m o u s e le p h a n ts . $ 2 5 .0 0 . M cFarlan d  
an d  C o. ISB N  0 -7 8 6 4 -0 6 3 2 -1 .

Encyclopedia of Christmas, b y  T an y a  

G u lev ich  (7 2 9  p a g e s , D e c e m b e r  1 9 9 9 ), c o n
ta in s n e arly  2 0 0  e n tr ie s  o n  th e  
history, leg en d s, cu stom s, sym
b o ls , a n d  w o r ld w id e  o b s e r
v a n ce s  o f  this h olid ay. F ind  out 
a b o u t  th e  sy m b o lism  o f  th e  
h o lly  an d  th e  ivy, th e  m ak in g  
o f  th e  N u tc ra ck er b a lle t, w h at 
C h ristm as in  E c u a d o r is  lik e , 
th e  S h e tla n d  fire  fe stiv a l U p 
H e lly  A a, th e  first C h ristm as 
card  in 1843 , an d  th e  Y u le  goat 
that brin g s Scan d in av ian  ch il
d ren  presen ts. A h an d y  gu id e 
w ith a su bstan tial b ib liograp hy.
$ 4 8 .00 . O m n i-grap h ics. ISBN  0-
7 8 0 8 -0 3 8 7 -6 .

Fire in the Sky: Comets and Meteors, the 
Decisive Centuries, in British Art and Sci
ence, b y  R o b erta  J .  M. O lso n  a n d  J a y  M. 
P a s a c h o ff  (3 6 9  p a g e s , O c to b e r  1 9 9 9 ) , e x a m
in e s  th e  lit t le -re co g n iz e d  flo w e rin g  o f  a stro
n o m ic a l art b e tw e e n  th e  first te le s c o p ic  d is
c o v e ry  o f  a c o m e t in  1 6 8 0  to  th e  sp e cta cu la r  
re tu rn  o f  H ailey ’s  c o m e t in  1910 . T h e  illus
tra tio n s a re  e sp e c ia lly  in fo rm ativ e  b e c a u s e  
o f  th e  a p p a re n t d ro p  in  fre q u e n c y  o f  brig h t 
c o m e ts  s in c e  th e  19th  cen tu ry  (n o t  to  m e n
tio n  d e c re a se d  visibility). W ell-illu strated  w ith  
16 0  p a in tin g s, p h o to s , d raw in g s, an d  o th e r  
w o rk s  o f  art b y  a stro n o m e rs  a n d  artists, b o th  
a m a te u r a n d  fam o u s, th e  au th o rs  h a v e  m a d e  
a n  im p o rtan t c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  h isto ry  o f  
art an d  sc ie n c e . $ 2 9 .9 5 . C am b rid g e  U n iver
sity  P ress. ISB N  0 -5 2 1 -6 3 0 6 0 -6 .

In  c a s e  y o u  m issed  it first tim e aro u n d , 
c h e c k  o u t as a  c o m p a n io n  p ie c e  The Heav
ens on Fire: The Great Leonid Meteor Storms, 
b y  M ark L ittm an n ( 3 4 9  p a g e s, u p d ated , N o
v e m b e r  1 9 9 9 ) , a p a p e rb o u n d  v e rs io n  tim ed

to  c o in c id e  w ith  th e  m u ch -a n tic ip a ted  L eon id  
sh o w er. O n e  o f  th e  m o st im p ress iv e  astro
n o m ica l d isp lay s in  m o d e rn  h isto ry , th e  N o
v e m b e r  13 , 1 8 3 3 , s h o w e r  in sp ired  a n  in ten
s iv e  sc ie n tif ic  stu d y  o f  m e te o rs , sp e a rh e a d e d  
b y  Y a le  C o lle g e  P ro fe ss o r  D e n iso n  O lm sted ; 
b y  th e  tim e  o f  th e  n e x t  m a jo r  sto rm  in  1866 , 
as tro n o m e rs  w e re  w ell o n  th e  w a y  to  rea liz
ing  that frag m en ts from  a c o m e t w e re  re sp o n
sib le . L ittm an n c o v e rs  b o th  th e  h isto ry  an d  
th e  sc ie n c e  w ith  a w ell-w ritten  clarity. $19-95 . 
C a m b r id g e  U n iv e rs ity  P re ss . IS B N  0 -5 2 1 -  
7 7 9 7 9 -0 .

The Psychology of the  
Internet, by  P atr ic ia  W allace  
(2 6 4  p a g e s , N o v e m b e r 1 9 9 9 ), 
d e m o n stra te s  that p e o p le ’s b e
h a v io r in  rea l life  o fte n  is  c o m
p le te ly  d ifferen t in cy b e rsp a c e . 
S h e  b e g in s  to  ch art N et p sy
c h o lo g y  b y  e x a m in in g  th e  d e
v e lo p m e n t o f  a n  o n lin e  p e r
so n a , th e n  m o v e s  o n  to  ro le -
p layin g, th e g ro u p  d yn am ics o f  
M U D s an d  ch a t ro o m s, flam
ing  a n d  o th e r  ag g re ss io n s , th e  
e s ta b lis h m e n t  o f  fr ie n d sh ip s  
an d  ro m a n c e s , p o rn o g ra p h y , 
I n t e r n e t  a d d ic t io n ,  s u p p o r t

g ro u p s , an d  o n lin e  h arassm en t. B a se d  pri
m arily  o n  su rv ey s a n d  so c io lo g ic a l stu d ies, 
th e  b o o k  is e v e n -h a n d e d  a b o u t th e  N et, n e i
th e r  so u n d in g  a larm s a b o u t  ev il n o r  ju m p in g  
o n  a te c h n o -s o a p b o x . W allace  o ffe rs  so m e  
ad v ice  o n  u s in g  th e  In te rn e t re sp o n sib ly  in 
th e  last ch ap ter . $ 2 4 .9 5 . C am brid g e  U n iv er
sity  P ress . ISB N  0 -5 2 1 -6 3 2 9 4 -3 .

Smokestacks and Skyscrapers, ed ited  by 
D av id  S ta rk e y  a n d  R ic h a rd  G u z m a n  (5 3 8  
p a g e s , A ugu st 1 9 9 9 ) , b r in g s to g e th e r  ex tra cts  
fro m  th e  p ro se  an d  p o etry  o f  au th o rs  a s s o c i
a te d  w ith  C h ic a g o . B e g in n in g  w ith  F a th e r  
M a rq u ette ’s 1 6 7 4  jo u rn a l en try  w ritten  w h e n  
h e  w a s at th e  m o u th  o f  th e  C h ic a g o  River, 
th e  a n th o lo g y  in c lu d e s  w r itin g s  o f  J a n e  
A dd am s, F ran k  L loyd W right, Carl San d b erg , 
B e n  H e c h t , N e ls o n  A lg re n , K arl S h a p iro , 
G w e n d o ly n  B ro o k s , A n g ela  Ja c k s o n , M ark 
T u rco tte , a n d  m a n y  o th ers . A g o o d  p la c e  to  
e x p e r ie n c e  th e  gritty  rea lism  o f  th e  C h ic a g o  
sty le. $ 1 9 .9 5 . L oyola  Press. ISBN  0 -8 2 9 4 -1 0 1 3 -9. ■
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