
226 / C&RL News ■ March 2000

I n t e r n e t  R e v i e w s  Amato, editorSara 

Jointly Administered Knowledge En
vironm ent (jake). A ccess: h ttp :/ /
jak e .m ed .y a le .ed u / .
Serials an d  E le c tro n ic  R e so u rce s  lib rarian s 

h av e  a  g rea t to o l fo r  th e  ev a lu atio n  o f  th eir  
ag g reg ate  d a tab ases  in ja k e . ja k e  co n ta in s  d e
scrip tio n s o f  162  o f  th e  w id ely  su b scrib e d  to  
d a tab ases , se a rch  in terfaces , an d  fre e  stan d
ing  e le c tro n ic  serv ices. S p e c ifica tio n s su c h  as 
title  lists, n u m b e r o f  titles w ith  c ita tion s, and  
n u m b er o f  titles w ith  full te x t  a re  g iv en  for 
d a ta b a se  d escrip tio n s. A u s e r  c a n  a lso  sea rch  
ja k e  fo r  a jo u rn a l title  to  d e term in e  w h ich  
d a ta b a ses  c o n ta in  that title  an d  w h e th e r  th ey  
o ffe r  th e  full tex t o r  o n ly  in d exin g .

jak e is hosted  at the Cushing/W hitney M edi
ca l Library at th e Y a le  U niversity S c h o o l o f  
M ed icine, a lso  h o m e  o f  th e  oss41ib W eb site 
( h ttp :/ / in fo .m e d .y a le . ed u/library/oss41ib/). 
T h e y  o p en ly  so licit tech n ica l h e lp  from  the 
p ro g ram m in g -in clin ed  an d  su g g e stio n s an d  
feed b a ck  from  interested  users.

A s e le c tro n ic  re so u rc e s  b e c o m e  in cre a s
ingly  co m p le x , th eir related  m etad ata  b e c o m e  
in creasin g ly  h e lp fu l fo r  se le c tio n  an d  ev a lu
atio n  p u rp o ses , ja k e  p ro v id es q u ic k  an d  e ffi
c ie n t m e a n s  to  p erfo rm  se a rc h e s  a cro ss  d ata
b a s e s  a n d  o th e r  c o n te n t d eliv ery  re so u rces , 
w h ich  c a n  m a k e  d iscern in g  b e tw e e n  th e  re
so u rc e s  m u ch  easier. T h e  truly h eartw arm
in g  a sp e c t o f  ja k e  is th at it is fre e  an d  free ly  
av a ilab le  fo r  a n y o n e  to  a c c e s s  o r  d o w n lo ad  
an d  c u sto m iz e  a c c o rd in g  to  G N U  G e n e ra l 
P u b lic  L icen se  gu id elin es.

T h e  site  is e x trem ely  p lain -v an illa , b u t th e  
u se fu ln ess  o f  th e  c o n te n t m a k e s th is a n o n
issu e. T h e  se a rch  e n g in e  a llo w s se a rch in g  o n  
jo u rn a l n a m e s , d a ta b a se  n a m es, a b b re v ia
tio n s, o r  ISSN s. V olu m es, issu es, p a g e  n u m
b ers, o r  y ears c a n  b e  en te re d  to  re fin e  th e 
search . A sea rch  o n  “c e ll” returned  35  m atch es 
ranging from  C ellular P h arm aco lo g y  (in d ex ed  
in  3 d a ta b a se s)  to  Cell ( in d e x e d  in 22  d ata
b a se s) .

U n d er “A bo u t ja k e ,” th e  b e h in d  th e sc e n e s  
in form ation , in clu d in g  th e  m eth o d s o f  data 
c o lle c t io n  an d  th e ir  p h ilo so p h y  o f  lin k in g  
b e tw e e n  e lec tro n ic  resou rces, is ou tlined . T h e  
O b je c tiv e s  se c tio n  lists fu n ctio n s o f  th e  service

a lread y  o p eratin g , as w ell as th o se  so o n  
to  c o m e . T w o  o f  th e s e  fu tu re  fu n ctio n s, lin k
ing  to  lo c a l in form ation  an d  c o v e ra g e  c o m
p arison  b e tw e e n  re so u rce s , w ill m a k e  this 
a lread y  h e lp fu l re s o u rc e  in d isp en sa b le . T h e  
“U sin g  ja k e ” se c tio n  d e sc r ib e s  th e  o p e n -a c
c e s s  n atu re o f  th e  re so u rc e , su g g e stio n s fo r 
cu sto m izatio n  a n d  lo ca l u se , an d  a b e ta  o f  
th e  d a ta b a se  c o m p a r iso n  form .

N o t s u r p r is in g ly , ja k e  o p e r a t e s  v e ry  
sm ooth ly ; n o  d ead  en d s o r  o th er g litch es w ere  
d e te c te d  b y  th is rev iew er. T h is  ty p e  o f  ser
v ice , n o t cre a tin g  c o n te n t  b u t m akin g  u se  o f  
th e  c o n te n t it re la tes to  in fin ite ly  e a s ie r  to  
u se , is a  g rea t e x a m p le  o f  h o w  o u r e le c tro n ic  
ta len ts an d  re so u rc e s  c a n  b e  ap p lied  to  e a se  
th e  tran sition  from  print to  o n lin e , w h ich  w e  
a re  all e x p e r ie n c in g  w ith  v ary in g  an x ie ty .—  
Kirsten Tozer, Central Washington University, 
tozerk@cwu.edu

S tu d yA b road .com . A ccess: h ttp :/ / w w w .
stud y ab road , c o m .
I f  y o u  a re  lo o k in g  fo r  a  p la c e  to  sp e n d  a 

se m e ste r  abroad , th is o u g h t to  b e  o n e  o f  y ou r 
s to p s . P ro d u c e d  b y  E d u c a tio n  D ire c to r ie s  
U nlim ited , it’s  a q u ick  w ay  to  v iew  “th o u
san d s o f  study a b ro ad  program s in m o re  th an  
10 0  co u n tries  th ro u g h o u t th e  w o rld ” in o n e  
sp ot. U nfortu nately  th e  ad vertising d om in ates 
to  su c h  a d e g re e  that it ta k es  a little tim e to  
o rie n t o n e s e lf  to  th e  form at an d  find  th e  parts 
o f  value.

T h e  m ain  p a g e  fea tu res  lo g o s  fo r  a b o u t 
tw o  d o z e n  institu tions an d  lin k s to  th eir  sites. 
T h e s e  a re  v ery  u sefu l, b u t re p re se n t o n ly  a 
fe w  o f  th e  p ro g ram s actu ally  av ailab le . Less 
o b v io u s are  th e  s id eb a r an d  h e a d ers  that p ro
v id e  a c c e s s  to  th e  u sefu l d irectory  en tr ies into 
th e  site. O n c e  fo u n d , th e  d irecto ries  p ro v id e  
listings b y  a n  asso rtm en t o f  p ro g ram  typ es, 
s u c h  as a c a d e m ic  y ear/ sem ester, su m m er, 
s u b je c t , e x p e r ie n tia l, a n d  o th e rs . S o m e  o f  
th e se  a lso  le a d  to  c h o ic e s  b y  co u n try . E v en
tually th e  m ain  listing p a g es ap p ear, saturated  
b y  in stitu tion  log os.

Sara Amato is electronic services and Web development 
librarian at Bowdo¡n College, e-mail:samato@bowdoin.edu
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L o o k  ca re fu lly  fo r  
th e  “M o re : c l i c k  to  
s e e  fu ll a lp h a b e tic a l  
lis tin g ” ic o n  o n  th e s e  

p a g e s  to  fin d  th e  b e st  
p art o f  th e  d irecto ry . 
T h e  stan d ard ized  fo r
m a t o f  t h e s e  p a g e s  
a llo w s a ll th e  listin g s 
a v a ila b le  in  a n  in ter

est a re a  to  re c e iv e  e q u a l b illin g . E a c h  listin g  
c o n ta in s  s c h o o l  o r  in stitu te  n a m e , ad d ress , 
p h o n e , w h e r e  a b r o a d  p ro g ra m  is, w h e n  o f
fe re d , a b r ie f  d e sc r ip tio n , a n d  c o n ta c t  in fo r

m a tio n . A las, W e b  lin k s a re  in c lu d e d  o n ly  
fo r  th o se  in stitu tio n s th at p a y  fo r  ad v ertis in g . 

Still th e re  a re  m a n y  m o re  “f r e e ” lis tin g s, in
c lu d in g  s o m e  o f  th e  m o s t  n o t a b le  s tu d y  
a b r o a d  p ro g ram s.

S tu d y a b r o a d .c o m  M a r k e tp la c e  a ls o  in
clu d e s  lin ks to  p ro d u cts  a n d  se rv ice s  fo r  th o se  
stu d y in g  a b ro a d , in c lu d in g  s o u rc e s  o f  f in a n
c ia l aid , h e a lth  in s u ra n c e , a irfare  d isco u n ts , 
e tc . C o n s u m e r  in fo rm a tio n  a n d  tra v e l a b ro a d  
tip s a re  a lso  in c lu d e d  in  v a rio u s  fo ru m s an d  
n e w sle tte rs .

T h is  s ite  u n a b a sh e d ly  fav ors p ro g ram s that 
p a y  to  a d v ertise  a n d , a s  su c h , is p rim arily  a 

m ark etin g  to o l. B u t fo r  th o se  w ith  p ersiste n ce , 
it c a n  b e  a  g re a t first s to p  to  s e e  a  w id e  ra n g e  
o f  w h a t is a v a ila b le  in  stu d y  a b ro a d . C o lle g e  
stu d en ts  w ill fin d  th is  s ite  m o st u se fu l, b u t 
th e re  a re  a ls o  a  n u m b e r  o f  h ig h  s c h o o l  p ro
g ra m s lis te d .— B arbara  Valentine, Linfield  
College, bvalen@ linfield.edu

G e n a m i c s .  Access: h ttp :/ / g e n a m ic s .co m .

G e n a m ic s  S o ftw a re S e e k  is a n  o n lin e  d i
re c to ry  o f  so ftw a re  fo r  u s e  in  m o le c u la r  b io l

o g y  a n d  b io c h e m istry . It in c lu d e s  b o th  fre e ly  
d is tr ib u ta b le  a n d  c o m m e rc ia l  to o ls , a n d  c o n
ta in s  m o re  th a n  1 ,1 0 0  en tr ie s . A ‘’R e c e n t  A d

d it io n s” fe a tu re  a llo w s o n e  to  lin k  c o n v e
n ie n tly  to  n e w ly  a d d e d  s o ftw a re  titles . A lso, 
fo r  e a c h  so ftw a re , S o ftw a re S e e k  lists th e  p la t
fo rm  o n  w h ic h  it ru n s (W in d o w s, M S -D O S, 
M ac , U n ix , o r  L in u x).

G e n a m ic s  J o u r n a lS e e k  is a  d a ta b a s e  o f  
jo u rn a l in fo rm a tio n . T h e  jo u rn a l in fo rm a tio n  
in c lu d e s  a im s a n d  s c o p e , jo u rn a l a b b re v ia
tio n s, W e b  lin k s, a n d  ISSN s. Jo u r n a lS e e k  c o n

ta in s  m o r e  th a n  8 ,5 0 0  titles , a n d  its c o v e ra g e  
e x te n d s  b e y o n d  g e n e tic s , m o le c u la r  b io lo g y , 

a n d  b io c h e m is try  to  m a n y  o th e r  fie ld s . T h e

fie ld  o f  p h y sics , fo r  e x a m p le , h a s  5 5 2  jo u r
n a ls  l i s te d .  T h e  jo u r n a l  in f o r m a t io n  in  
Jo u r n a lS e e k  a llo w s a scien tist to  id en tify  likely  
jo u rn a ls  in  w h ic h  to  p u b lish  h is o r  h e r  re
s e a r c h  a n d  to  lo c a te  n e w  jo u rn a ls  o f  in terest. 

In  a d d itio n , lib rarian s m a y  m a k e  u s e  o f  th e  
m in i-re v ie w s o f  th e  jo u rn a ls  w h e n  m a k in g  
s e le c t io n  d e c is io n s . T h e  a n n o ta t io n s  a re  a 
w e lc o m e  fe a tu re , s in c e  re v ie w s o f  jo u rn a ls  
c a n  b e  h a rd  to  c o m e  by .

G e n a m ic s  G e n o m e S e e k  is a n  o n lin e  d i
re c to ry  p ro v id in g  a c c e s s  to  cu rre n t a n d  c o m
p le te d  m icro b ia l g e n o m e  p ro je c ts  o n  th e  W eb. 
T h e  1 1 3  g e n o m e  p ro je c ts  lin k e d  to  a re  d i

v id e d  in to  b a c te r ia  ( 7 9 ) ,  A rch a e a  ( 1 3 ) ,  an d  
E u ca ry a  ( 2 1 ) ;  c o m p le te  ( 2 9 )  a n d  in c o m p le te  

( 8 4 ) ;  a n d  p u b lis h e d  ( 2 4 )  a n d  u n p u b lis h e d  
( 8 9 ) .  S in c e  g e n o m e  p ro je c ts  a re  w e ll re p re
s e n te d  o n  th e  W eb ; G e n o m e S e e k  is  a  n ic e  
d ire c to ry  to  u se .

G e n a m ic s  B o o k S e e k  is a  se a r c h a b le  d a ta
b a s e  o f  b io c h e m istry , c e l l  b io lo g y , m ic ro b i
o lo g y , a n d  m o le c u la r  b io lo g y  b o o k s . C lick
ing  o n  a  title  c o n n e c ts  o n e  to  th e  o n lin e  b o o k
s t o r e  a m a z o n .c o m  ( h t tp :/ / a m a z o n .c o m ), 

w h e r e  o n e  
c a n  b u y  t h e  
b o o k .

F in a l ly ,  it 
s h o u l d  b e  
n o t e d  t h a t  

a n y o n e  m a y  m a k e  a  s u b m is s io n  to  th e  
G e n a m ic s  site . A c c o rd in g  to  th e  G e n a m ic s  
O p e n  R e so u rc e  P ro je c t  FA Q , G e n a m ic s  h a s  
m a d e  t h e  S o f t w a r e S e e k ,  J o u r n a l S e e k ,  
G e n o m e S e e k , a n d  B o o k S e e k  d a ta b a se s  fu lly  
e d ita b le  b y  th e  p u b lic .

G e n a m ic s  f e e ls  th a t  b y  f r e e ly  a l lo w in g  
u s e r s  to  m o d ify  a n d  a d d  to  th e  d a ta b a s e s ,  
th e y  w ill g ro w  in  w a y s  th a t  a n  e n tir e ly  s e lf -
c o n ta in e d  s y s te m  c o u ld  n o t . G e n a m ic s  a ls o  
sa y s  th a t  a c o n t in u o u s  s tre a m  o f  s m a ll  c o n
tr ib u t io n s  f r o m  u s e r s  a r o u n d  th e  w o r ld  
h e lp s  k e e p  th e  d a ta b a s e s  h ig h ly  a c c u r a te  
a n d  u p -to -d a te .  O f  c o u r s e ,  o n e  w o n d e r s , 

h o w  d o e s  th is  a f f e c t  th e  r e l ia b il i ty  o f  th e  
in fo r m a t io n  o n  th e  s ite ?  T h e  F A Q  e x p la in s  

th a t  a ll  s u b m is s io n s  th a t  c o m e  f r o m  th e  
p u b l ic  a r e  e x a m in e d  b y  th e  G e n a m ic s  e d i
to r ia l  s ta ff . R e m e m b e r , h o w e v e r , th a t  th e  

p u b lic  su b m iss io n s  a re  p o ste d  first a n d  e x
a m in e d  o n ly  la te r .— P enelope Papangelis, 
W estern K en tu ck y  U niversity, P e n n y . 
P apangelis@ w ku.edu  ■
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