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I n t e r n e t  R e v i e w s Sara Amato, editor

CAIN W eb S erv ice . (C o n flic t A rch ive o n  
th e Internet). Access: http://cain.ulst.ac.uk/. 

T h is a c a d e m ic  W e b  site  p ro v id es a  w e a lth  o f  
in form ation  o n  th e  co n flic t in N orth ern  Ire ­
land  from  19 6 8  to  th e  p resen t. It co n ta in s  full- 
text b o o k  chapters, essays, and  research articles 
co n trib u ted  b y  h isto rian s, p o litica l scien tists , 
an d  o th er research ers o n  “T h e  T ro u b les .” A lso 
included are bibliographies, chronologies, d ocu­

m ents, statistics, ph oto­
g r a p h s ,  m a p s , a n d  
o th er im ages.

T h e  CAIN P ro je c t 
“aim s to develop, using 
N orth ern  Ire lan d  as a 
case  study, a co llabora­
tive m u ltim ed ia  d a ta ­
b a s e  o f  re so u rc e s  re l­
ev an t to  te a ch in g  and  
r e s e a r c h  in  c o n f l i c t  
stud ies.” T h e  p ro ject is 
a partnership  be tw een

th e  U niversity  o f  U lster, th e  Q u e e n ’s U n iv er­
sity  o f  B elfast, an d  th e  L in en  H all Library in 
B e lfast, w h ich  c o n ta in  a u n iq u e  arch iv e  o f  
so u rc e  m aterials o n  th e  N orthern  Ire lan d  c o n ­
flict. T h e  CAIN P ro je c t  M an ag er is M artin  
M elau gh , w h o  is affiliated  w ith  IN C O RE (In i­
tiative o n  C o n flict R eso lu tio n  an d  E th nicity ), 
lo ca ted  at th e  U niversity  o f  U lster. C o n ten t for 
th e  site  is rev iew ed  b y  a p a n e l o f  a cad em ics , 
including historians, political scientists, so cio lo ­
gists, and  others.

T h e  site is o rg an ized  in th ree  m ain  c a te g o ­
ries: C o n flict B a ck g ro u n d , K ey  E v en ts (civ il 
rights, h u n g er strikes, p e a ce  p rocess, an d  oth er 
even ts), and  K ey  Issues (discrim ination, ed u ca­
tion, w o m en , a n d  m o re). F o r  e a c h  e v en t o r  is­
su e there is backgrou n d  inform ation, a  reading 
list, a ch ro n o lo g y , an d  fu ll-text so u rces. M any 
parts o f  this site a re  still u n d er co n stru ctio n , 
but there are already m any useful sou rces avail­
ab le , including full-text d ocu m en ts su ch  as the 
April 199 8  p e a c e  a g reem en t, po litical party 
d ocu m en ts, briefing papers, and  articles o n  the 
Irish p e a c e  p rocess. M aterial is regularly added 
to  th e  site. T h e  R ecen t A dd itions p a g e  sh ow s 
an im pressive list o f  b o o k  chapters, articles, and 
o th e r  p u b lica tio n s n e w  to  th e  CAIN arch iv e .

O th er useful features a re  a glossary, a list o f  
organizations, exten sive statistical data o n  so ci­
e ty  an d  cu ltu re  in  N o rth ern  Ire lan d , an d  th e 
CAIN B ib lio grap h y — a sea rch a b le  d atab ase  o f  
ov er 3 ,5 0 0  b o o k s , journal articles, dissertations, 
p am p h lets, an d  o th e r  m aterials. T h e re  are  n u ­
m erou s links to  research -orien ted  W eb  sites o n  
Irish studies and  p eace  studies, plus links to non­
g o v ern m en ta l org an izatio n s, p o litica l p arties, 
governm ent sites, new s sites, and  discussion lists 
o n  Irish  h istory  an d  po litics. A lso  h e lp fu l to  
librarians an d  research ers are several gu id es to 
d o in g  re se a rch  o n  N orthern  Ire lan d . T h e re  is 
an  im pressive array o f  in form ation  h e re  fo r in­
structors, research ers, an d  stu d en ts .—Susan E 
Clark, University o f the Pacific, e-mail: sclark® 
uop.edu

P o litica l D a ta b a se  o f th e  A m e rica s .
Access: http://www.georgetown.edu/pdba/. 

T h e  Political D atabase o f  th e A m ericas (PD BA ), 
a c o l l a b o r a t i v e  e f f o r t  o f  G e o r g e t o w n  
U n iversity ’s C en te r fo r  Latin A m erican  Stud­
ies an d  th e  O rg an iza tio n  o f  A m erican  States, 
d efines its m ission as “fill­
ing a vo id  in  th e  e le c ­
tro n ic  in form ation al re ­
so u rc e s  a v a ilab le  to  stu­
d ents, acad em ics , p o licy  
analysts, and  governm ent 
o ffic ia ls  in Latin A m eri­
c a n  p o litics .”

T h e  u n d erlyin g  h o p e  
is that by  p ro v id in g  free  
access to  primary sources 
o f  p o litica l in form ation
o n  co u n tries  in  N orth an d  So u th  A m erica , th e 
P D BA  w ill contribu te  tow ards d em ocratization 
in th e reg ion .

T h e  m ultilingual site (English, Spanish, P or­
tuguese, and  French) is arranged into eight sub­
je c t  a reas : C o n stitu tio n s an d  C on stitu tion al 
S tu dies; E lecto ra l Sy stem s an d  E lectio n  D ata; 
Civil Society , P u blic  O p in io n , an d  D em o cra tic  
V alues; Political Parties; E xecu tiv e Institutions; 
L egislative In stitu tion s; Ju d ic ia l In stitu tion s;
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an d  O rg a n ic  L egisla tion . E a ch  m ain  su b je c t  
a rea  is fu rth er d iv id ed  b y  ty p e  o f  in form ation  
available: R e fe re n ce  M aterials, Prim ary D o cu ­
m en ts , a n d  Statistical D ata , d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  
th e  su b je c t . T y p e s  o f  d ata  c o n s id e re d  to  b e  
R e fe r e n c e  M aterials e n c o m p a ss : b ib lio g ra ­
p h ies; lists o f  co n tacts  an d  W e b  sites fo r m any 
governm ental an d  non-governm ental agen cies 
an d  p o litica l p arties; c h ro n o lo g ie s  o f  p re si­
d en ts; an d  g o v ern m en ta l an d  ju d ic ia l o rg an i­
zatio n a l ch arts . In fo rm a tio n  av a ila b le  u n d e r 
P rim ary  D o c u m e n ts  in clu d e : co n stitu tio n s ; 
e lectio n  law s; political party law s; an d  organic 
leg islation , su ch  as th e  H ond uran D eclaration  
o n  H u m an  R ights.

Statistical data that m ay b e  accessed  through 
P D BA  are breakd ow n s o f  party representations 
in nation al legislatures an d  e lectio n  results.

M uch o f  the content m ad e available through 
P D B A  is in th e  form  o f  lin ks to  W e b  sites in 
different countries, w h ich  provide political data 
as w ell as access to  regional new spapers.

H o w ev er, th e  site d o e s  o ffer th e  u n iq u e  
“C om p arativ e A nalysis o f  th e  C onstitu tions o f  
Countries w ith  Presidential R egim es.” Specially  
d evelop ed  for th e PDBA, this section  com pares 
n a tio n a l co n stitu tio n s se c tio n  b y  se c tio n  (fo r  
ex a m p le , B raz il’s co n stitu tio n al p re a m b le  vs. 
A rgentina’s constitutional p ream ble) or by  sub­
je c t areas su ch as hum an rights, executive pow ­
ers, o r en v iro n m en ta l p ro tectio n . M ost o f  th e 
prim ary sou rce data o n  P D BA  is on ly  available 
in the language o f  th e country  o f  origin, includ­
ing th e  constitu tional com p arison s. T h e  entire 
site  c a n  b e  se a rch e d  b y  k ey w o rd  o r  b y  c o u n ­
try .

T h e  P o litica l D a ta b a se  o f  th e  A m ericas 
sh o u ld  p ro v e  to  b e  a v ery  u sefu l re so u rce  for 
stu d en ts o f  Latin A m erican  h istory  an d  p o li­
tics, o r  a n y o n e  in terested  in  co n stitu tio n al is­
su es an d  e lectio n s. I h o p e  that th e d ev elo p ers 
o f  this W e b  site co n tin u e  to  link additional re­
so u rces as they  b e c o m e  available.— Geraldine 
Foudy, SUNY Stony Brook, e-mail: geraldine. 
foudy@sunysb.edu

S o c i a l  S c i e n c e s  D a t a  o n  t h e  N e t .  Access:
http://odw in.ucsd.edu/idata/.

T h e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  C a lifo rn ia , S a n  D ie g o  
(U C SD ) m aintains “Social Sc ien ces  D ata o n  the 
N et” as o n e  co m p o n e n t o f  its S o cia l S c ie n c e s  
D ata  C o llection .

Although data collections are accessible else­
w h e re  o n  th e  In tern et, o n ly  U CSD  p ro v id es

th e  tw o  sp e c ia liz e d  se a r c h  u tilities th at are 
av a ila b le  o n  th is p ag e . T h e  first o f  th e s e , th e  
“orig in al, c la ss ic  v e rs io n  o f  D ata  o n  th e  N et,” 
sea rch es  a c o llec tio n  o f  p ag es ch o se n  an d  an ­
n o ta te d  b y  lib rarian s. T h e  se c o n d , th e  “n e w  
ro bo tic-exp erim en ta l D ata  o n  th e N et,” u se s  a 
ro b o t  to  c o lle c t  in fo rm atio n  a b o u t so c ia l s c i­
e n c e  data sites.

L ib rarian s th e n  u se  th is in fo rm a tio n  to  
c h o o s e  sp e cific  sites fo r in d ex in g  b y  a spider. 
T h e  spider assigns inform ation to  fields and  also 
assigns w eights to  search  results b ased  o n  w ord 
freq u en cy . T h e  cu rren t status o f  th e  p ro je c t is 
d escribed  o n  the site.

A sam p le  se a rch  o n  “a d o p tio n ” u sing  th e  
classic version yielded only o n e  result. T h e  sam e 
se a rch  o n  th e  ex p e rim en ta l sea rch  utility p ro ­
d uced  6 l  hits, w h ich  are arranged by  presum ed 
re lev an ce  an d  w h ich  c a n  b e  further sorted  u s­
ing co n v en ien t d rop -d ow n  m enu s. T h e  results 
o f  these sam ple searches suggest that the experi­
m ental se a rch  utility is su p erio r to  th e  classic  
version, bu t users are advised that th e file is still 
incom plete. For best results, users should, there-

fo re , u se  b o th  sea rch  utilities if  on ly  fo r  th e 
ann otations available in th e classic version.

It sh ou ld  also  b e  po in ted  ou t that n o t all the 
data id en tified  b y  th e  tw o  se a rch  utilities are 
p u blicly  available.

T h e  sec o n d  feature o f  “Social S c ien ces D ata 
o n  th e  N et” is a  se t o f  h y p erlin k s to  categ ories 
o f  d ata  o n  th e  In tern et. A lth ou g h  care fu l e x ­
am ination is som etim es required  to  d iscern the 
d istinctions b e tw e e n  th ese  categories, th e sea­
so n e d  r e s e a rc h e r  w h o  is w illin g  to  p lo w  
th ro u g h  lo n g  lists o f  lin k s m ay  fin d  v a lu a b le  
reso u rces. Less e x p e r ie n c e d  re sea rch ers  w h o  
are b row sin g  fo r data so u rces w ou ld  b e  better 
serv ed  b y  re so u rce s  su ch  as th e  U niversity  o f  
M ich igan ’s “Statistical R eso u rces  o n  th e  W e b ” 
a t  h t t p :/ / w w w .l ib .u m ic h .e d u / lib h o m e /  
D o c u m e n ts . cen ter/ stats. h tm l.

“Social S c ie n ce s  D ata  o n  th e  N et” w ill b e  a 
b o o n  to  serious social sc ie n ce s  research ers for 
its specialized access to data sources. Others w ho 
are  less  in terested  in d ata w ill p rofit fro m  th e 
m any search  results that describe, ann ou nce , or 
su m m arize d ata .— Tom Nichol, College o f  St. 
Benedict & St.John’s University, e-mαil: tnichol@ 
csbsju.edu ■
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