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R o t h e n b e r g  r e p o r t  o n  d ig i t a l  
p re se rv a tio n
T h e  C o u n cil o n  Library an d  In form ation  R e­
so u rces (CLIR) has p u blish ed  J e f f  R oth en berg ’s 
rep ort o n  so ftw are em ulation, “A voiding T e c h ­
n o log ica l Q u ick san d : F ind ing a V iab le  T e ch n i­
cal Fou n d atio n  fo r D igital P reserv ation .”

R o th e n b e rg  is a se n io r  re se a rch  scien tist at 
th e  RAN D C o rp o ra tio n  a n d  th e  a u th o r o f  th e  
19 9 5  Scientific American  artic le  titled  “E nsu r­

ing  th e  L ongevity  o f  D igital D o cu m e n ts .” T his 
n e w  rep ort p ro p o se s  em u latin g  o b s o le te  so ft­
w a re  an d  h a rd w a re  o n  fu tu re  sy stem s as th e  
o n ly  w a y  to  e n su re  p re serv a tio n  o f  d igital in ­
fo rm atio n . T h e  rep o rt co v e rs  th e  p ro b le m s o f  
lo n g -term  digital p reserv ation , d eterm in es th e 
criteria fo r a n  ideal so lu tion  to  th o se  p roblem s, 
an d  a n a ly z e s  th e  v iab ility  o f  o th e r  p o ss ib le  
so lu tio n s , in c lu d in g  p rin tin g  h ard  c o p y , m i­
g ra tin g  to  n e w  sy stem s, p re se rv in g  o b s o le te  
so ftw a re  a n d  h a rd w are , a n d  re ly in g  o n  s ta n ­
dards. It a lso  p ro p o s e s  a  re s e a rc h  a g e n d a  fo r  
fu rth e r in v estig a tio n .

C opies are available fo r $20, including p o st­
ag e  and  han dling , from  CLIR P u blication s O r­
ders , 1755 M assachusetts Avenue, NW, Suite 500, 
W ashington, D.C. 20036-2124; phone: (2 0 2 ) 939- 
4 7 5 0 ; fax: (2 0 2 )  939 -4 7 6 0 ; e-m ail: in fo@ clir.org ; 
W eb : http://ww w .clir.org. O rd ers m ust b e  p re­
paid.

W hy d ig itize ?
CLIR has also published a  report by  A bby Smith 
titled “W h y  Digitize?” This report offers an  over­
v iew  o f  th e  issu es that institutions sh ou ld  c o n ­
sid er w h en  contem p lating a digitization project. 
In  particular, it p o in ts o u t w h at digital co n v e r­
sion  o f  co llection s ca n  and  ca n  n o t accom plish . 
Its co n clu sio n s are b ased  o n  th e practical infor­
m ation  learn ed  from  previous digital pro jects.

T h e  report recom m en d s that institutions co l­
labo rate  in se lectin g  th e  co llectio n s to  b e  c o n ­
verted  fo r In tern et a ccess , so  research  op p ortu ­
nities are enhanced and online collections com ple­
m en t e a c h  oth er. It a lso  co n c lu d e s that digital 
conversion  provides extraordinary access, but it 
is n o t a reliable preservation m ethod.

C opies are available fo r $15 , including post­
ag e  an d  h an d lin g , from  CLIR P u b lica tio n s O r­

d ers. F o r  m o re  in fo rm a tio n , c o n ta c t  A b b y  
Sm ith  at CLIR. (S e e  a d d ress an d  p h o n e  in for­
m ation  a b o v e .)

G racy  to  lead PCS
D avid B . G racy  II, w ill serv e  as interim  d irector 
o f  th e P reservation  an d  C o nservation  Studies 
(PCS) program  o f  the G raduate School o f  Library 
and  In form ation  S c ie n ce  (G SLIS) at th e U niver­
sity o f  T exas at Austin beginning M arch 1 5 ,  1999. 
G racy  is rep lacin g  K aren  M otylew ski, d irector 
o f  th e  PCS program  sin ce  1995, w h o  has jo in ed  
th e staff at th e Institute fo r M u seu m  an d  Library 
Serv ices in W ash in g ton , D.C . A p erm an en t di­
rec to r fo r th e  PCS w ill b e  recru ited  after a  n e w  
d ean  has b e e n  se lected  for th e GSLIS.

SOLINET w o rk sh o p  sch ed u le
T h e  So u th eastern  Library N etw ork  (SO LIN ET) 
w ill o ffer th re e  preserv ation  w o rk sh o p s in th e 
sp rin g  o f  1 9 9 9 . T h e  first, P reservation  M an age­
m ent, w ill b e  h e ld  o n  T hursday, M ay 20 , at th e 
Library o f  V irginia in R ich m ond .

T h e  in stru ctors w ill b e  C h ristin e  W isem a n  
o f  SO L IN E T  a n d  P atr ic ia  P a lm e r  o f  V irg in ia  
C o m m on w ealth  U niversity. T h e  se c o n d , P res­
erv a tio n  o f  P h o to g ra p h ic  M ateria ls , w ill b e  
h e ld  o n  Frid ay , M ay 2 8 , at th e  H is to ric  N ew  
O rle a n s  C o lle c tio n  in  N ew  O rle a n s , LA. T h e  
instructor will b e  A nd rew  R o b b , a  p h otog rap h  
c o n se rv a to r  in  p riv ate  p ra c tice . T h e  third , Li­
brary  B in d in g , w ill b e  h e ld  o n  T hu rsd ay , Ju n e
3 , at th e  B irm in g h a m  P u b lic  L ibrary  in  B ir­
m in g h a m , AL. T h e  in stru cto rs  w ill b e  Ju l ie  
A rn ott o f  SO L IN E T  a n d  J .  N o y es o f  B r id g e ­
p o rt N ation al B in d ery .

E a ch  w o rk s h o p  c o s ts  $ 9 5  fo r  SO LIN ET  
m e m b e rs , $ 1 3 5  fo r  n o n -m e m b e rs . S o m e  d is­
co u n ts  an d  late  fe e s  apply . F o r  m o re  in form a­
tio n , c o n ta c t  A nd y J o n e s  at SO L IN E T , 1 4 3 8  
W e st P e a ch tre e  Street, N W , Su ite  200 , A tlanta, 
GA 3 0309-2955 ; p h on e: (8 0 0 ) 9 9 9 -8 5 5 8  o r (4 0 4 ) 
8 9 2 - 0 9 4 3 ;  e -m a il : a n d y _ jo n e s @ s o l in e t .n e t ; 
W e b : h ttp :/ / w w w .so lin e t.n e t. ■

Jane Hedberg prepares this column fo r the College Libraries 
Com m ittee, Commission on Preservation and Access. 
Submissions may be made to  Jane Hedberg, W ellesley 
College; jhedberg@wellesley.edu; fax : (781) 283-3690

mailto:info@clir.org
http://www.clir.org
mailto:andy_jones@solinet.net
http://www.solinet.net
mailto:jhedberg@wellesley.edu





