Report to Council 1967/68, ACRL

This year marks the thirtieth anniversary of
the establishment of the Association of College
and Research libraries as an ALA Division.
During this period of time much has been
accomplished by the Association’s sections and
committees, and the year under review is no
exception.

The Junior College Libraries Section, through
its several committees, has been just as pro-
ductive this year as it has in the past. The
Bibliography Committee has revised and up-
dated the bibliography on junior college li-
braries originally compiled by Alice Griffith,
chairman of the Section. The revision will be
published this summer by ACRL. The Com-
mittee on Instruction and Use is planning a
textbook for library orientation in junior col-
leges. The Ad Hoc Committee on Instructional
Materials Centers has designed an evaluative
checklist and prepared a statement on the re-
lationship of the library to instructional mate-
rials centers.

Last year’s report referred to the Section’s
submission of a proposal to the J. Morris Jones,
World-Book Encyclopedia, ALA Goals Award
for the establishment of a Junior College Li-
brary Information Center based in the ACRL
office. It is a pleasure to report that a grant
was approved for this project. With the grow-
ing number of junior colleges and the attend-
ant needs of these institutions, the Center has
a special raison d’etre. We are particularly for-
tunate to have secured the part-time services
of Peggy Sullivan to direct the Center, which
opened March 1. The Special Projects Commit-
tee, working with the Center, is continuing in
its efforts to promote better communications
between the Section and individual libraries
and librarians throughout the country. Spe-
cifically to this end it has developed the fol-
lowing methods: circulating materials to jun-
ior college librarians, providing an opportunity
for librarians to send suggestions to the Sec-
tion, and assisting in gathering materials for
the new Center. To strengthen the committee
structure, six regional coordinators have been
appointed to establish rapport between junior
colleges and the Information Center and to
gather pertinent materials for the latter. The
Center will thus be equipped to provide guid-
ance in bibliography, materials for orientation
programs, special services to faculty and stu-
dents, budgets, surveys, buildings, federal
funds, cooperative programs, standards, and
automation.

The Section has been formulating plans for
a preconference to be held in St. Louis June
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19 to 22 on the theme “Library Services to Voca-
tional-Technical Education Programs in Junior
Colleges.” Materials, personnel, and commu-
nications will be the three major topics of dis-
cussion. The ALA Executive Board has ap-
proved the Section’s proposal for the estab-
lishment of demonstration libraries in commu-
nity colleges, previously approved by the ACRL
Board of Directors. "This proposal for which
funds are now being sought will involve six
community college libraries selected as demon-
stration centers where excellent programs of li-
brary services geared to the specific needs and
potentials of colleges can be observed, and
hopefully emulated by the many new junior
colleges being established each year. Funds are
also being sought for the proposal for an “In-
vestigation of Current Practices of the Commu-
nity College Library as it Relates to the In-
structional Program.”

The College Libraries Section will sponsor
a preconference on non-Western materials for
undergraduate collections at the University of
Kansas, under the chairmanship of Andre Ni-
tecki who is also chairman of the Section’s Com-
mittee on Non-Western Resources. African,
Asian and Near Eastern resources constitute
the areas whose resources are to be discussed.

The Rare Books Section has planned a pre-
conference program on “The Antiquarian Book
Trade in the Twentieth Century,” to be held
in Kansas City on June 20 to 22 under the
chairmanship of the Section Chairman, Profes-
sor Lawrence S. Thompson of the University
of Kentucky. Speakers at this conference will
address themselves principally to the antiquari-
an book trade in Great Britain, France, Ger-
many, Italy, Spain, Scandinavia, and the Low
Countries, as well as the United States. After
this conference there will be a meeting of the
Mississippi Valley regional group of the Bibli-
ographical Society of America. The Rare Books
Section has also under advisement a request
from a group of manuscript librarians seeking
to join this Section. There will be a meeting
of this group to pursue the discussion and
actions taken at the San Francisco Conference
and the Midwinter Meeting in Bal Harbour.

The Subject Specialists Section continues to
pursue its request for change in status to that
of a division. The ALA Committee on Organi-
zation informed the officers of the Section at
Midwinter of its unwillingness to create a new
ALA division of the type requested. Alterna-
tive solutions are still being sought; it is the
feeling of the Section that there is validity and
promise in its original proposal, despite the
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understandable fact that the ALA structure
cannot now accommodate a group which is
characterized as both a type of library and
type of activity section.

The Section chairman, Richard Snyder, has
worked closely with the subsections, all four
of which have been active during the year.
The Law and Political Science Subsection has
conducted a comprehensive survey of its mem-
bership to determine interest and suggestions
for the improvement of its programs. A ques-
tionnaire was sent to the 650 members and it
is hoped that a report will be forthcoming in
Kansas City. The Subsection is interested in
preparing a guide for the development of legal
collections in non-law libraries. Finally, the
Subsection is planning a joint meeting at the
Kansas City Conference with the Slavic and
East European Subsection for the entire mem-
bership of the Subject Specialists Section on
the topic of Russian librarianship. In addition
to this program, the Subject Specialists Section
is sponsoring a special meeting with the Music
Library Association on the role of the subject
specialist in librarianship.

The Slavic and East European Subsection
for the past few years has been seeking per-
mission to affiliate with the American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Slavic Studies.
This proposal was approved by the Board of
Directors in San Francisco and by the ALA
Council at the Midwinter meeting of 1968. The
affiliation will bring about closer cooperation
between college and university libraries and
faculty members and researchers in the field.
It will also make for a better exchange of in-
formation between the Subsection and the
AAASS which will include pertinent informa-
tion relative to the work of the Subsection in
the former’s Newsletter. The Subsection has
also been active through a committee planning
a survey of Slavic holdings in American and
Canadian libraries, some eighteen hundred in
number, each having more than one hundred
thousand volumes of Slavic materials. The re-
sult will be a welcome directory of significant
Slavic resources represented by such libraries.
The Subsection is also seeking funds to pre-
pare a new edition of its Directory of Libraries
in the Fields of Slavic and East European
Studies, first published by ALA in 1967.

The Agriculture and Biological Sciences
Subsection is planning a meeting in Kansas
City on communications technology and agri-
cultural information. The Subsection is now
making plans for a directory of information
sources in agriculture and related sciences.

The Art Subsection has planned an interest-
ing meeting for its membership in Kansas City.
A member of the Kansas City Art Commission
will discuss the Cultural Circulation System in
the Heart of America, and there will be a visit
to the Nelson Gallery, in addition to a talk



on Far Eastern books on art—ancient and mod-
ern—by the noted art historian, Laurence Sick-
man. The Art Subsection’s Committee on Re-
printing of Microfilming Original Source Mate-
rial has gathered a list of titles as possible can-
didates which will be discussed in Kansas City.

The University Libraries Section will sponsor
a program meeting at the conference in Kan-
sas City on standards for university libraries.
This plan is particularly appropriate in view of
the ARL-ACRL Committee recently appointed
to investigate this area of common concern.
The Academic Status Committee of the Sec-
tion will extend its work as an ad hoc commit-
tee through 1968-1969, and in light of dem-
onstrated need it is the division’s plan to make
this a permanent committee. The committee
also plans to edit and publish papers on aca-
demic status and related matters, some of
which have appeared or will appear in CRL,
as an ACRL Monograph.

The Committee on Extension Library Serv-
ice under the chairmanship of Clover Flanders
has had another active year; the committee
will present a program at Kansas City with
John Osmon of the Brookings Institution as
the principal speaker on the topic of urban
affairs as they relate to academic libraries.

The Committee on Standards is presently
embarked on an examination of the College
Library Standards, last revised in 1959, with
a view to updating them. The committee has
also appointed an Ad Hoc Subcommittee for
the Revision of Junior College Library Stand-
ards last published in 1960.

As the result of an Ad Hoc Subcommittee
on University Library Standards and repre-
sentation of the Ad Hoc Committee on Rela-
tions with ARL to consider possible university
library standards held at Boston University last
fall and funded by the Council on Library Re-
sources, a joint ARL-ACRL committee, chaired
by Dean Robert B. Downs of the University
of Illinois, is presently addressing itself to the
feasibility of promulgating such standards. It
is particularly significant at this time that
standards for university libraries should be
studied with a view to providing not only the
proper base for support by appropriating
agencies, but also to reflect the increasing re-
quirements for research materials. Due consid-
eration will also be given to functions of the
library, staff, collections, facilities, budget,
services, and cooperative programs.

The Committee on Surveys closely allied
to and affected by standards is negotiating
with the school of library service at Columbia
University, with the encouragement of Dean
Jack Dalton, for an annual institute on library
surveying. The committee also has been seek-
ing approval for the inclusion of apprentice
surveyors on survey teams. The committee
graciously relinquished its plan for a Kansas

City program meeting to support the ACRL
Membership Meeting.

The Committee on Liaison with Accrediting
Agencies has been active during the past year
in addressing itself and its work to each of the
regional accrediting associations. Traditionally
the committee has invited to a luncheon the
appropriate accrediting agency in the area in
which the annual ALA conference is held. This
year the committee will change its program
format by having a working session instead of
a luncheon. The committee’s publication Guide
to Methods of Library Evaluation will be pre-
sented to the ACRL Board for approval at Kan-
sas City. The committee is also considering the
revision of the 1957 statement College and
University Library Accreditation Standards,
ACRL Monograph Number 20. Such a revi-
sion, if approved and published, might also
include the Guide to Methods of Library Eval-
uation mentioned above.

At the ACRL Membership Meeting these
three committees have agreed to provide rep-
resentation for reactor panels to the National
Advisory Commission on Libraries report, to
be presented by Dan Lacy, senior vice presi-
dent of McGraw-Hill Book Company, and a
member of the President’s Commission. This
plan seems to be particularly appropriate in
light of current needs of academic libraries,
and also at a time when these three commit-
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tees are actively reacting to these express needs.

The Committee on Community Use of Aca-
demic Libraries approved a questionnaire for
a survey of the community use of junior col-
lege libraries at its midwinter meeting, which
has been circulated to junior college libraries.
Through the good offices of Barbara LaMont,
the librarian at Vassar, the questionnaire will
be machine tabulated and an analysis and
written report will be compiled by the com-
mittee for future publication. Further, the
committee is continuing its regional in-depth
survey of community use of academic librar-
ies to embrace academic libraries, non-academic
libraries, and community users themselves.
With the rapid growth of interlibrary cooper-
ative activity throughout the country, and with
large numbers of library users having no offi-
cial ties with academic institutions, there is an
understandable interest in the work of this
committee.

The National Library Week Committee plans
to publish soon a brochure devoted to junior
college libraries, on which the committee has
been working during the past year. Consider-
ation is now being given to publication clear-
ance and developing an appropriate distribu-
tion list.

Although the ACRL Membership Committee
was dissolved at the San Francisco meeting,
Frances Kennedy remains the ACRL repre-
sentative on the ALA Membership Committee.
Many members have seen the eye-catching
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promotion ads which have appeared in CRL
News issues for the past several months. The
fact that our membership numbers thirteen
thousand—an all time high—is itself indicative
of the effectiveness of our representative.

The Committee on Library Services consid-
ered the suggestion of Helen Brown, chair-
man of the Ad Hoc ALA Committee on In-
struction in the Use of Libraries, that ACRL
and AASL establish a joint committee to con-
sider ways of improving the instruction of
teachers in liberal arts colleges in the evalua-
tion, selection, and use of library materials.
Accordingly, the presidents of AASL and
ACRL have established a joint committee under
the chairmanship of James Govan of Swarth-
more to pursue this increasingly important
subject. The Committee on Library Services,
with the cosponsorship of RSD and RTSD, is
planning a program for the annual conference
on the bibliographer in the academic library,
emphasizing the use of bibliographers in ref-
erence, in addition to their usual role in acqui-
sitions.

The International Relations Committee, re-
cently established to work with the ALA In-
ternational Relations Committee, has been ac-
tive in responding to requests for information
from librarians overseas concerning profes-
sional opportunities in the United States. The
committee is exploring a number of areas: (I)
a study of the problem of making the time of
service abroad for American librarians a fully
valid qualification for promotion in United
States libraries, (2) the development of con-
tinuing personnel exchanges between sister in-
stitutions, and (3) improving understanding
and cooperation among many persons working
in the international field, (a) development of
American collections for international and area
studies, and (b) those interested in library de-
velopment in foreign countries. The Interna-
tional Relations Office has published a directory
entitled Who Is Doing What in International
Book and Library Programs. A similar direc-
tory might be published under the aegis of this
committee covering the activities of committees
of schools and librarians in this country con-
cerned with the development of American col-
lections of international and area studies. Ini-
tial steps in producing this directory have been
taken by Warren Tsuneishi of the Library of
Congress.

The Audio-Visual Committee has recom-
mended the publication of an A-V guide with
the chairman of the committee, A. P. Marshall,
as the project director. Such a publication
would provide a valuable and practical aid
for college and junior college librarians in
planning and servicing audio-visual materials.

The Grants Committee this year distributed
approximately $60,000 to ninety academic in-
stitutions. Another $5,000 was provided for



the services of committee consultants who gave
advice to a dozen emerging institutions. From
a total of 289 applications for resources and
services, sixty-two grants were approved; of
91 applications for library bureau equipment,
fourteen were given; of 14 applications for
special grants, twelve received consultant as-
sistance, and seven received an additional
grant; of the 12 applications from individual
librarians for research grants, funds were
available for only two. Principal support for
the grants program is provided by the U.S.
Steel Foundation with additional contributions
from Library Bureau, McGraw-Hill, Olin
Mathieson, The H. W. Wilson Foundation,
Pitney-Bowes, and Time, Inc. This year, the
committee, ACRL officers, and executive sec-
retary spent considerable time and effort in
exploring ways and means of enlarging the base
of support for this worthwhile program de-
signed to build quality into libraries. This gen-
uine need among the smaller colleges may re-
quire outside assistance for fund raising so that
the committee can fulfill its functions more
effectively.

The Committee on Legislation met at Mid-
winter with Germaine Krettek of the ALA
Washington office to discuss mutual problems,
particularly those related to higher education.
Members of the committee met with appropri-
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ate Congressmen, and also have provided a
geographically-representative roster of college
and university librarians for Miss Krettek’s use
in a campaign of approaches to Congressmen in
furthering legislative action in our behalf. Fed-
eral appropriations have been drastically re-
duced by an economy-minded Congress, so that
much of the federal money earmarked for aca-
demic libraries is in jeopardy.

The ACRL Publications Committee has con-
curred in the recommendation that ACRL,
AASL, RDS, ISAD, and RTSD join forces in
the publication of their journals. The Commit-
tee recommended that Mary Falvey be appoint-
ed to this office, but with the proviso that ad-
equate professional assistance be assigned to
the ACRL dfice to compensate for the time
that Mrs. Falvey presently provides. The com-
mittee also supported the value and need of
the American Association of Colleges—ACRL
for a Newsletter as a medium to inform col-
lege presidents of current trends and develop-
ments in college libraries. Basil Mitchell has
agreed to serve as Editor of the Newsletter and
already three publications have been issued.
ACRL provides the copy and AAC the funds
in this important cooperative venture.

Choice continues to serve the profession and
scholars in reviewing current publications.
Choice began issuing monthly reviews on cards
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in March 1968. These are duplicates of the
reviews appearing in Choice itself. At the time
this program was instituted there were 234
subscribers—a thin margin of support; but two
months later there were twenty additional sub-
scribers, thus guaranteeing the financial success
of the venture. In advertising revenues. Choice
continues to gain. At the present rate of
growth, by September 1968 such revenue is es-
timated at $104,000. Subscriptions advanced by
almost one thousand, placing Choice at the
5,500 mark; subscription revenue should there-
fore exceed the budgeted figure by approx-
imately $13,000. As a result of this increased
activity, an additional 1,000 square feet has
been added to Choice’s office space. At this
time Choice is negotiating with the ALA Pub-
lishing Board in its plan to issue supplements
to Books for College Libraries under the capa-
ble direction of Peter Doiron, Choice editor,
and Clifford Fulton, the advertising manager,
as well as the Editorial Board. On September
1, 1969, the current Council on Library Re-
sources grant expires; however, Choice’s pres-
ent rate of growth almost certainly insures the
established goal of being self sufficient by that
date.

David Kaser continues as editor of College
and Research Libraries and CRL News—in all,
17 issues a year. In consonance with the growth
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of ACRL, approximately 165,000 copies of
CRL were printed in 1966; in 1967 that figure
increased to 225,000 copies. Similarly, adver-
tising income increased by nearly $8,000. The
Publications Officer has managed to keep pace
with these increases, and if the proposal to
centralize division journals is approved, ACRL
will have provided excellent support.

The Editorial Board of the ACRL Mono-
graph Series completed and presented to the
ACRL Publications Committee a procedure and
policy statement, approved the production of
ACRL Monograph 28 (Kinney, The Abbrevi-
ated Citation), accepted another title for pub-
lication, and is considering three more. As
mentioned earlier, the board is considering for
publication in the Monograph Series several
articles issued by the Academic Status Commit-
tee of the University Libraries Section.

The Planning and Action Committee held its
annual two-day session at the Joint University
Libraries with David Kaser, chairman, in Nash-
ville, Tennessee, in mid-May. A good deal of
the discussion centered about the concern
ACRL members expressed during the year over
the need of improving the status of academic
libraries, including tenure, faculty rank, sal-
aries, etc. Among other topics brought before
the committee were ACRL’s role in the con-
tinuing education of its members, the princi-
ples of government for academic libraries, and
library implications of the changing structure
of higher education. All of these matters, many
of which necessitate referral to committees or
establishment of new ones, will be presented
to the ACRL Board for action in Kansas City.
Of particular interest to the membership is the
projected study on the economic status of li-
brarians, to be conducted by Donald Cameron
and funded by the Council on Library Re-
sources. ACRL has agreed to work with Dr.
Cameron on this study and a committee will
be proposed to the Board for this express pur-
pose.

It has been a privilege and an honor to serve
the Association which is the best practical li-
brary education being offered today. At times
the numbers of sections and committees and
individuals seem so large as to defy proper
direction by the President and Board of Direc-
tors. The full time attention and devotion of
the Executive Secretary—George M. Bailey—
however, provides the necessary continuity.
Upon the eve of Mr. Bailey’s departure for an
important library position at York College of
the City University of New York, it is both
fitting and appropriate to bespeak the ACRL
membership’s praise to an energetic, competent,
and thoroughly professional executive secre-
tary. No ACRL member can better appreciate
the truth of this statement than the President.
—James Humphry I111.

23 May 1968 m
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