From Inside the DLSEF

By DR. KATHARINE M. STOKES

College and University Library Specialist, Li-
brary Planning and Development Branch, Di-
vision of Library Services and Educational
Facilities, U.S. Office of Education, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20202.

Many of you have by now received a free
copy of Library Statistics: A Preliminary Re-
port on Academic Libraries, 1966-67. The
thirty-eight-page report groups selected librar-
ies by public and private control, further sub-
divided by universities, other four-year in-
stitutions with graduate programs, four-year
institutions without graduate programs, and
two-year institutions. Within each of these
eight groups, institutions were listed by four
geographic regions.

The staff of the National Center for Edu-
cational Statistics (NCES) of the Office of
Education selected 395 libraries which could
be considered representative of all types of
academic libraries and manually edited the
reports, prepared the tables for publication,
and pressured the printer for priorities. These
heroic efforts were in response to ACRL mem-
bers’ insistence that they need data on the
past academic year by January in order to
prepare and justify budget requests for the
following fiscal year. On December 22 the
NCES Statisticians were hard at work in spite
of Christmas coming on!

The final report of this survey will be issued
later in the year. In addition to data for all of
the individual libraries that have reported, it
will contain summary statistical tables. In
these, the OE hopes to represent all academic
libraries by including estimated data for those
libraries not responding to the HEGIS (Higher
Education General Information Survey) ques-
tionnaire.

In the meantime, the NCES has offered to
supplement the library data on individual in-
stitutions not included in the preliminary re-
port if you request statistics on ten or fewer
libraries and the request is accompanied by
an explanation of the need for these particular
institutions’ data, so that the staff can develop
a more responsive sample in the event that
this type of publication is issued next year.
This offer was communicated to ALA and
was publicized at the recent Midwinter meet-
ings.

If your library has not already received a
copy of the Preliminary Report . . ., it should
be arriving shortly. Requests for statistics of
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libraries not included in it should be addressed
to:
Director
Division of Statistical Operations
National Center for Educational Statistics
U.S. Office of Education
Washington, D.C. 20202

Last year’s report, Library Statistics of Col-
leges and Universities, 1965-66: Institutional
Data, issued in March 1967, resulted from a
grant to the Library Administration Division
of the American Library Association (ALA-
LAD) by OE’s Bureau of Research. Since the
grant did not include funds for publications,
ALA-LAD agreed to underwrite this phase
of the project on the basis that the printing
costs would be recovered from sales of the
report, at $3.50 a copy.

All this background may be familiar to most
of you. However, the almost daily requests
that we receive for last year’s report and refer
to the ALA indicate that some of you did not
read the September 1966 ACRL News very
carefully. n

LIBRARY STATISTICS

(Continued from page 31)

The second part of the report would
be the traditional comprehensive report
which would be published in June of 1968.
Distribution of the preliminary report at
the ALA Midwinter Meeting was restricted;
however, a mailing to every academic in-
stitution listed in the Education Directory
was completed by January 23.

It is obvious, of course, that the pre-
liminary report does not serve the needs
of all academic institutions. The institu-
tions were chosen in accordance with
sampling principles, but alternate returns
had to be inserted for reports which were
not available at the time of compilation.
Results will be tested for representativeness,
and the possibility of using this sampling
technique for preliminary national estimates
will be considered for the future. Academic
librarians are urged to write to the Direc-
tor, Division of Statistical Operations, Na-
tional Center for Educational Statistics,
United States Office of Education, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20202, giving their reaction
to this publication. It is important that the
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Here's the F-3 Weyll Book Support, with
magnetic power so strong it will support
folios either upside down from the shelf
above or right side up on the shelf sur-
face! Then there’s the O-2, which will
support quartos and heavy octavos. Fit-
ting companions indeed to the original
O-1, now proven in use in over 60
American libraries. Choose the ones best
suited to your needs . .. and find out how
much easier they make your day! For
information, write: Weyll Corporation,
P.O. Box 62, Glen Cove, New York 11542

(Also available through your local ESTEY CORP. representative)

comments be specific, that is, why it is
useful or not useful, what is missing, what
is incorrect, etc.

It is fair to say that the NCES staff
members have been most anxious to re-
solve the problems that have plagued them
in regard to the collection, analysis, and
dissemination of library statistics. Based on
their experiences these last two years in
trying to collect library statistics in three
separate forms in the HEGIS package, it
has been decided that for next year a
single library form will be used. The dead-
line for this form will make it possible
for NCES to publish the comprehensive
report for academic library statistics by the
end of January 1969. This estimate, how-
ever, is based on the assumption that funds
for USOE in the area of data processing
and publication will not be cut and on
an assignment of a high priority by the
Office of Education to library statistics.
Academic librarians ought to express their
concern for the need for comprehensive
library statistics being published annually
by January. With all the different educa-
tion groups asking for statistics, it be-
hooves the American Library Association
to clearly indicate to the U.S. Office of
Education that library statistics are a
major administrative and planning tool as
well as an important device for measuring
the effectiveness of federal legislation on
library programs.

During the ALA Midwinter Meeting the
Board of Directors of the Library Admin-
istration Division and the ALA Executive
Board concurred in a resolution to the
USOE expressing their appreciation for the
publication of the preliminary report and
for the information that the comprehensive
report on academic libraries for 1966-67
will be published in June of 1968 and that
by the fall of 1968 the long-awaited aca-
demic library statistics for 1964-65 and
1965-66 will be published. The boards also
expressed their satisfaction with the de-
cision to collect information on academic
libraries in a single library statistical form.

The continuing problem of academic
library statistics had been a matter of grave
concern to all. It now appears that we have
“turned the comer” and that a long-range
solution to the program is at hand.—Al-
phonse F. Trezza, Associate Executive Di-
rector, ALA (formerly Executive Secretary,
LAD). s
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(It won’t break if you drop it.)
Behind this Traditional solid birch
front— to match your present cabinets
—are aluminum’s super impact
qualities: strength, lightness, durability.
And remarkable economy!
Shatter-proof, these aluminum trays
will never jam, stick or warp.

We can also offer aluminum in
Traditional, Contemporary and
Brodura Sectional Card Catalog
Cabinets. Easily expanded by adding
tray units as need arises. Removable
cornice top gives cabinet complete,
solid appearance at any stage of
development.

Light or dark finish Standard; Custom
finishes available.

And Bro-Dart offers you the choice

of these new aluminum trays or

the standard wooden ones!
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