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The last two papers in the collection are
possibly the weakest. Esko Hikli presents
a broad-brush summary of national plan-
ning and research libraries in Denmark,
Norway, Sweden, and Finland; and John
McDonald contributes a slight essay on
national planning and academic libraries
in the United States. This weakness may,
in fact, be the result of McDonald’s obser-
vation that until very recently there has
been an absence of any planning that de-
serves to be called “national” in scale.

The papers in this collection generate re-
flection, they indicate gaps in our experi-
ence in national and international planning,
and they should stimulate librarians to give
conscious attention to this very important
phase of library development.—Sylvia G.
Faibisoff, Associate Professor, Graduate Li-
brary School, University of Arizona.

SCONUL Seminar on Practical MARC Cat-
aloguing, 2d, University of Southampton,
1975. Practical MARC Cataloguing. Pro-
ceedings of the Second SCONUL Semi-
nar on Practical MARC Cataloguing, Or-
ganized by the Universities of Southamp-
ton and Birmingham and Held at the
University of Southampton, S5th-Tth
September 1975. Edited by Ruth Irvine.
London: Standing Conference of Nation-
al and University Libraries, 1976. 82p.
£3.60. ISBN 0-90021004-4 (Available
from: SCONUL Secretariat, ¢/o The Li-
brary, School of Oriental and African
Studies, Malet Street, London, WCIE
7HP.)

MARC Users’ Group. Proceedings of a Con-
ference Held in Plymouth on 16 and 17
April, 1975. Edited by F. A. Clements.
London: LLRS Publications, 1976. 36p.
£1.00. $2.50 overseas. (Make check pay-
able to MARC Users’ Group and send or-
der to LLRS Publications, Calcutta
House Precinct, Old Castle Street, Lon-
don, E1 7NT.)

It is heartening to note from the discus-
sion in these two publications that our Brit-
ish friends have been sedulously grappling
with machine-readable cataloging and that
there are others of us who have leapt into
the unknown. The results of an open ex-
position of these experiences are refreshing
to one who has lived through similar
events.

The SCONUL Seminar consists of pre-
sentations by two British university-level
processing cooperatives—Birmingham and
Southampton. It deals with the experiences
growing out of their alignment with MARC
and their commitment to AACR (British
edition). The purpose of the seminar was
to demonstrate MARC’s use from a cata-
loger’s viewpoint and to share the problems
of functioning with MARC in real contexts.
Both systems use off-line access for search,
input, correction, and output.

The eleven papers (illustrated with pro-
cessing forms) generally progress topically
in parallel to the actual processing flow,
i.e., inputting, computer manipulations, out-
put, etc. Southampton’s contributions deal
more with particulars, while Birmingham
is concerned with the effects of a heterog-
enous group of participants—perhaps due
to the fact Southampton initially han-
dled medical records, whereas the Birming-
ham complex embraces libraries of five
universities, four polytechnic colleges, and
four public libraries.

Many of the presentations are welcome
nontechnical and frank delineations of de-
velopmental problems, exposing pitfalls of
unforeseen complications. The use of un-
familiar abbreviations is disconcerting,
especially when some have to be divined
by induction. Two articles are worth
noting: A. B. Long’s “Personal Experiences
with MARC and Southampton’s Conversion
Routines,” a revealing, sympathetic, and
honest appraisal of the kind of setbacks and
advances encountered in such an endeavor,
and P. J. D. Bramall's “The Present Na-
tional and International State of MARC,”
a strong argument for a MARC-type inter-
national system, international standards in
bibliographic  exchange, interchangeable
data bases and software, and centralized
dissemination and correction centers.

It is interesting to note that there was lit-
tle difficulty for experienced catalogers to
apply the MARC format to normal catalog-
ing, but that only confusion resulted when
trainees were taught to catalog and to use
MARC at the same time. In spite of an ex-
tensive diagnostic process (signalling gross
format errors) which produces an error list,
nevertheless listings of machine-acceptable
records are still visually inspected to some
degree by all members of the cooperatives.




Errors not thus caught are trusted to be
found by “relying on library users to tell
them later if the cataloguing content is
faulty.”

The second conference, at which time a
British “MARC Users’ Group” was official-
ly established, concerned itself—in the con-
text of MARC use—with the relationship
of the using libraries to book dealers, to the
national library, and to future developments
of automation. The seven papers—from a
book dealer, the British Library, public li-
braries, a college library, and the Birming-
ham cooperative—are of interest insofar as
they document current automation uses and
plans in Great Britain. Whereas one public
library (ca. 13,000 orders per year) found
that only an expensive on-line CRT config-
uration could better its manual system, the
book dealer enthusiastically reported highly
satisfactory flexibility with a complete on-
line random access facility which has al-
lowed him to realize “multiple output from
single input.”

The magnitude of the users of the British
Library’s BRIMARC tape service (twenty-
six subscribers of which ten are outside the
United Kingdom) is dwarfed by the num-
ber using LC’s program, yet the library has
some grand intentions (e.g., convert all
BNB (1950 on) to MARC; begin CIP in
1976). The college library described re-
ceiving shelf-ready books while using
MARC for the cataloging copy but com-
plained of the quality of LC’s use of DC
18, of the invariable use of record type
“am” (printed monograph) for all forms of
material, and of confusion and error in
usage and appearance of the ISBN.

The approaches to technical services au-
tomation may be new, although the prob-
lems discussed are not; however, these
reports only underline the urgency for im-
plementation of international standards.—
Robert H. Breyfogle, Stanford University
Libraries, Stanford, California.

Continuing Library Education Network
and Exchange (CLENE). Proceedings,
First CLENE Assembly, Palmer House,
Chicago, Illinois, January 23-24, 1976.
Washington, D.C.: Continuing Library
Education Network and Exchange, 1976.
165p. $5.00.

Continuing Education Opportunities for Li-
brary, Information, and Media Personnel,
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Remotely -
accessible
Conversational
Programs and

Data - bases

This exclusive Directory contains descrip-
tions of thousands of Business, Engineering,
Scientific and other pre-packaged, application
programs and data-bases that are currently
available from computer time-sharing vendors
and on line retrieval services in the U.S.,
Canada and other countries.

Anyone with “hunt and peck” typing ability,
access to a typewriter style terminal and a
telephone can easily and economically com-
municate with the most powerful computers
in the world to solve problems or gather
information in the privacy of their home or
office. No computer programming ability is
required as most of these programs and
data-bases are inquiry oriented using an
English-like language.

Each entry is completely described including
special features, vendor(s), support agency,
and where possible cost data. Vendor and
support agency headquarters addresses and
any local sales office phone numbers are kept
up to date in the reference section. The RCPD
is loose-leaf and updated bi-monthly.

The latest RCPD and a subscription for the
next 3 updates is $28.00 prepaid surface-mail
anywhere and $43.00 air-mail outside the
U.S. and Canada. The latest RCPD and the
next 6 updates is $40.00 surface-mail any-
where and $58.00 air-mail outside the U.S.
and Canada.

ATTENTION: Time-sharing vendors,
Service bureaus, Data-banks, Colleges,
Universities, Software developers, Support
agencies; Programs and Data-bases are
listed free of any charge. Please write for
details.

Gregory Research Associates

1900 Greymont St., Phila., Pa. 19116
215-464-1696




