
ever h e really unde r s t ands . " So h e m u s t — 
for any book. B u t for this one , the a u t h o r 
a n d the pub l i she r have so conspi red to im-
pose added b u r d e n s on what , in this con-
text, is n o r m a l j o in t a u t h o r s h i p tha t few 
readers are likely to m a k e the a t t e m p t — o r 
to survive it successfully if they d o . — C a r l y l e 
J . Frarey, School of Library Science, Uni-
versity of North Carolina. 

Early English Serials 
Serial Publication in England before 1750. 

By R . M. Wiles. Cambr idge : Universi ty 
Press, 1957. 391 p . 52s.6d. 

T h i s work has special va lue for l ib ra r ians 
(for w h o m it was original ly i n t e n d e d "as a 

mildly in te res t ing no te" ) a n d also fo r the 
l i terary h is tor ian w h o will discover it to be 
a treatise on an i m p o r t a n t phase of English 
l i terary history which h a d no t h i t h e r t o been 
ful ly exp lored . I n a very real a n d signif icant 
sense, however , it is a no t ab l e con t r i bu t i on 
to the history of adu l t educa t ion ; in fact , 
the au tho r , w h o is professor of Engl ish a t 
McMas te r Universi ty , believes tha t the chief 
va lue of his book is as a n account of a 
previously unrecognized s t imulus to in-
creased l i teracy a m o n g the English m i d d l e 
a n d lower classes in the seven teen th a n d 
e igh teen th centur ies . 

T h e text is c o m p l e m e n t e d by a "Short-
ti t le Ca ta logue of Books Publ i shed in Fas-
cicules be fo re 1750." Over th ree h u n d r e d 
titles on almost every conceivable subject are 
listed in this b ib l iography which should be 
inva luab le to the r a r e book l ib ra r ian . So 
prof i tab le in genera l were these weekly or 
m o n t h l y inexpens ive par t s tha t serial pub-
l icat ion of books became compet i t ive big 
business, the story of which is t raced f r o m 

1678 to 1750. On ly a score of titles were 
pub l i shed in this m a n n e r p r i o r to 1725; the 
b o o m really began in 1732; a n d a f t e r 1750 
Professor Wiles con ten t s himself wi th a 
n u m b e r of h ighspots such as the success 
en joyed by Smollet t , Thacke ray , a n d Dick-
ens. 

T h e para l le l wi th today's pocketbooks 
does n o t escape Professor Wiles 's a t t en t ion . 
H e po in t s o u t tha t nowadays qu i t e o rd inary 
peop le are able a n d wil l ing to buy excel lent 
books, reasonably well p r in t ed , at lower 
prices t h a n are charged fo r a ha i rcu t , a 
good meal , or the movies; just as two cen-
turies ago the books in par t s were sold pr in-
cipally to those who d id no t m a k e u p the 
"po l i t e " wor ld . 

For a b ib l iographica l s tudy the book is 
unusua l ly well wr i t t en ; a t t imes it even 
makes e n t e r t a i n i n g read ing—witness the 
chap te r h e a d i n g " T h e Law a n d the Profi ts ." 
I t covers all aspects of this type of serial 
pub l i ca t ion : historical, b ib l iographica l , pr in t -
ly significant is t ha t this m o d e of publica-
ing, p r o m o t i o n , a n d d i s t r ibu t ion . T h e con-
clusion summarizes the au thor ' s ph i losophy: 
" W h a t makes the issuing of fascicules real-
t ion m a d e it possible a n d easy for mid-
dle- a n d lower-class Engl i shmen to buy a n d 
read books. T h a t is an a d m i r a b l e hab i t . I t 
is a h a b i t which no t even television a n d 
o the r a s t o u n d i n g twent ie th-century diver-
sions have been ab le to b reak . " 

W i t h its emphas is on r e a d i n g hab i t s a n d 
me thods of publ i sh ing , the book is a most 
welcome add i t ion to the l ib ra r ian ' s a n d the 
l ibrary school s tudent ' s profess ional read ing . 
At the same t ime it will be most usefu l to 
the r a r e book l ib ra r ian a n d the bibliog-
r aphe r . I t should be in college a n d univer-
sity l ibraries general ly .—Andrew D. Osborn, 
University of Sydney Library. 

INFORMATION, PLEASE: Professor Roger L. Brooks, Department of English, College of Engineering, 
University of Colorado, Boulder, wants to locate all extant copies of the following books by Mat-
thew Arnold: The Strayed Reveller, and Other Poems (1849), Empedocles on Etna and Other 
Poems (1852), and Poems (1853) . He would like to know about any inscriptions and the names 
of previous owners, if available. 

John B. Kaiser, School of Library Service, Columbia University, would like to locate the text 
in which the late Jacques Loeb, eminent biologist, referred to the library as "the essential to dis-
covery." He believes that the comment was made at a library dedication (possibly in New Eng-
land) prior to April 1926 but within a few years of that date. 
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