
u n d u e d e m a n d s u p o n the l ibraries of fore ign 
countr ies , a n d tha t an effort toward Amer-
ican b ib l iograph ic self-sufficiency may be 
just if ied in view of the size of the U n i t e d 
States a n d he r dis tance f r o m E u r o p e a n li-
braries. 

(5) R i c h a r d M u m m e n d e y ' s descr ip t ion of 
pub l i c service aspects of Amer ican research 
l ibraries is based more o n persona l impres-
sions ga ined d u r i n g his visits to n u m e r o u s 
l ibraries t h a n u p o n a comprehens ive s tudy 
of the l i t e ra ture . Hi s t r e a t m e n t is, therefore , 
somewhat u n b a l a n c e d (e.g., h e devotes too 
m u c h space to c i rcula t ion a n d in ter l ibrary 
loan rout ines) a n d conta ins a few m i n o r 
slips (e.g., he states [p. 179] tha t the Uni -
versity of Chicago has a profess ional l ibrary 
staff of 300, whereas the actual figure re-
por t ed for 1955/56 was 120) a n d some omis-
sions (e.g., it includes n o discussion of ref-
erence service or the subject divis ional sys-
tem; a n d his t r e a t m e n t of the b r a n c h l ibrary 
p rob lem is too sketchy). Nevertheless his 
con t r ibu t ion is n o t unaccep tab le . H e covers 
service to unde rg radua te s , reserves, o p e n 
shelves, c i rcula t ion rout ines , d e p a r t m e n t a l 
l ibraries, regula t ions for off-campus users, 
hours, in te r l ib ra ry loans, a n d coopera t ive 
storage l ibraries. H e identif ies aspects of 
Amer ican l ibraries tha t d i f fer f r o m thei r 
G e r m a n coun te rpa r t s : e.g., Amer ican li-
brar ies have to take care of the needs of 
underg radua tes , some al low s tudents access 
to the stacks, thei r loan per iods are shorter , 
the connec t ion be tween d e p a r t m e n t a l a n d 
the genera l l ibrary of a univers i ty is closer, 
staff work ing hours are shor ter b u t l ibrary 
hours longer , etc. 

A l t h o u g h the account may lack compre-
hensiveness a n d critical sharpness, it has the 
v i r tue of be ing a l i t t le m o r e vivid in style 
a n d somewhat less p o n d e r o u s t h a n some of 
the o the r accounts . F r o m the p o i n t of view 
of immed ia t e re fo rms called for in Ger-
m a n libraries, it may well con ta in m o r e 
usefu l i n f o r m a t i o n t h a n o the r chapters in 
this vo lume. 

(6) I n the final chap te r of the volume, 
Mar t i n C r e m e r presents a succinct history 
of the d e v e l o p m e n t of the L ibra ry of Con-
gress i n to a n a t i o n a l l ibrary. T h i s accoun t 
is solidly fac tua l a n d calls for no de ta i led 
cr i t ique . 

T h e volume, which is well p r in t ed , b u t 

issued w i thou t hard-cover b ind ing , comes 
e q u i p p e d wi th a compact subject i ndex pre-
pa red by W a l t e r Bauhuis , o n e of the con-
t r ibutors . 

I t is ev ident t h r o u g h o u t tha t the visi t ing 
l ib rar ians f r o m G e r m a n y have been pro-
found ly impressed by wha t they saw in 
Amer ican l ibraries even though they have 
been critical of cer ta in deve lopment s tha t 
r u n coun te r to the i r t r ad i t ion . As series-ed-
i tor Car l W e h m e r po in t s out , no G e r m a n li-
b ra r i an believes any longer tha t h e can ig-
no re the con t r ibu t ions of Amer ican l ibrar-
ianship in efforts at analyzing a n d solving 
profess ional l ibrary p rob lems in Germany ; 
in this connec t ion , he says, superficial en thu-
siasm as well as superficial d isdain are o u t 
of place. A knowledge of the facts is the 
first necessary step in der iv ing prof i t f r o m 
the exper ience of Amer ican l ibraries. T h i s 
c o m m e n d a b l e vo lume paves the way for the 
acquis i t ion of such knowledge .—Robert H. 
Muller, University of Michigan Library. 

University of Tennessee 
Library Lectures 
University of Tennessee Library Lectures, 

Numbers Seven, Eight, and Nine, 1955-57. 
Edi ted by J o h n H . Dobson . Knoxvi l le : 
T h e Univers i ty of Tennessee , 1957. 62 
pp . 

Each spr ing the Univers i ty of Tennessee 
L ibra ry invites an o u t s t a n d i n g l ib ra r ian or 
teacher to give the • a n n u a l Univers i ty of 
Tennessee L ibra ry Lec ture . T h e s e a re pub-
lished in g roups of th ree lectures to a vol-
ume . Previous lecturers in the series have 
been Maur ice T a u b e r , Louis R . Wi lson , 
John Burchard , R o b e r t Downs, Lester As-
heim, a n d Lawrence Clark Powell , speaking 
e i ther on the subject of the l ibrary in educa-
t ion or a b o u t the p rob lems facing univers i ty 
a n d research l ibraries. I n a series of this 
k ind , t h r o u g h which the Univers i ty of T e n -
nessee L ibra ry may be considered to have 
jo ined the l ibrar ies of the Univers i ty of 
I l l inois a n d the Univers i ty of Pennsylvania 
in ins t i tu t ing a n n u a l l ibrary lectures of 
a h igh s t andard , it wou ld be expec ted tha t 
the lectures be genera l in a p p e a l (with a 
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cor respond ing lack of novel i n f o r m a t i o n a n d 
ideas) a n d tha t the lectures be d is t inguished 
in the i r chosen field. T h e Univers i ty of 
Tennessee L ib ra ry Lectures con fo rm to this 
p a t t e r n . 

T h e lecture fo r 1955 is en t i t led "L ibe ra l 
Educa t ion , Specialization, a n d Librar ian-
ship ," by Jack Da l ton , then l ib ra r ian of 
the A l d e r m a n Library, Univers i ty of Vir-
ginia . I t is a brief , b u t well stated, a r g u m e n t 
for the i m p o r t a n t ro le of the l ib ra r ian in 
l e n d i n g assistance to a highly specialized 
society by h e l p i n g its members to acqui re 
a necessary b u t neglected l iberal arts back-
g r o u n d . 

Da l ton proposes tha t the l ibrary assume 
responsibil i ty, no t only for assembling a n d 
preserving great books, b u t also for encour-
aging a m o n g in te l l igent specialists the read-
ing of the world ' s no t ab l e s ta tements , docu-
men t s in which man ' s p ro foundes t t hough t 
is recorded. T h e r e is n o ques t ion here of 
the impor t ance of specialization. M o d e r n 
society depends on it. Bu t the l ibrary can 
fill a vital role in correct ing the faul ts of 
this necessary specialization by fos ter ing the 
r e a d i n g of great books a m o n g those special-
ists who have already an apprec ia t ion of the 
need for a l iberal backg round b u t w h o have 
not taken t ime or o p p o r t u n i t y to acqui re it. 

T h e e ighth lecture, " T h e Research Li-
brary in T r a n s i t i o n , " was given by H e r m a n 
H . Fussier in Apr i l , 1956. I n o rde r to ex-
amine the present state a n d f u t u r e prospects 
of the research l ibrary, he br ings together 
a n d summarizes m a n y diverse facts a n d ob-
servations a b o u t l ibraries of this class. T h e 
skil lful assembling of these facts indicates a 
b road acqua in t ance by the a u t h o r wi th the 
l i t e ra ture of the research l ibrary. Even more 
impressive is the carefu l eva lua t ion a n d 
analysis of these facts, demons t r a t i ng his 
wide exper ience in research l ibraries a n d 
the reflect ion he has given to thei r prob-
lems. I n my op in ion , this is the most 
t h o u g h t f u l a n d percept ive analysis of the re-
search l ibrary tha t has yet been publ i shed . 

T h e basic p r o b l e m of the research l ibrary 
is its r ap id growth , a recent p h e n o m e n o n 
b r o u g h t in the t ra in of the cu r ren t preoc-
cupa t ion of the universi ty wi th research a n d 
the extension of research in to all areas of 
everyday life. Bu t in a characterist ically 
shrewd observat ion, Fussier notes tha t 

"growth , per se, is no t in itself a la rming; 
it becomes a l a rming only as it may create 
in te l lec tual difficulties in re la t ion to use, 
a n d space or financial d e m a n d s tha t are 
beyond the reasonable capacities of the li-
brary 's p a r e n t ins t i tu t ion . " T h e approaches 
thus fa r suggested to the p rob lems of growth 
may be reduced to four : (1) the cu r t a i lmen t 
of pub l i sh ing which Fussier dismisses as an 
i m p o t e n t approach , (2) a more selective 
collection of materials , (3) more compact 
storage, a n d (4) in te r l ibrary coopera t ion . In 
spite of a lack of genera l ag reemen t on 
what pa r t i cu la r mater ia l may be discarded 
f r o m the research l ibrary, g rea te r selectivity 
of research mater ia ls would seem to be pos-
sible in some areas. Compac t storage a n d 
the reduc t ion of mater ia ls to the fo rm of 
microfi lm a n d microcards, a l ready used in 
l imi ted measure , have no t yet been deve loped 
to a p o i n t where these means offer any-
th ing like a genera l solut ion. T w o types of 
in te r l ibrary coopera t ion have been t r ied: 
the regional center fo r the i n f r e q u e n t l y used 
books f r o m several l ibraries in the same re-
gion, a n d subject specialization by which the 
several coopera t ing l ibraries each assume re-
sponsibil i ty for separa te subject fields. Bo th 
types present difficulties which will be re-
solved only as we ob ta in m u c h add i t iona l 
i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t the n a t u r e of p r i n t e d in-
f o r m a t i o n a n d a b o u t the m a n n e r in which 
the scholar seeks a n d uses i n f o r m a t i o n . Some 
object ive studies have already been m a d e in 
these directions, a n d the ten ta t ive conclu-
sions indica te the great impor t ance of this 
k ind of study. 

W h i l e any predic t ions a b o u t the f u t u r e 
deve lopmen t of research l ibraries mus t be 
highly speculative, a n d the modesty of the 
a u t h o r forb ids his m a k i n g any claim of 
special insight, nevertheless the p ic tu re 
d r awn by Fussier of the f u t u r e research li-
brary seems to be based on sound in te rpre ta -
t ion of the i n fo rma t ion al ready at h a n d . I t is 
reasonable to assume tha t b ib l iographies of 
all k inds will play an increasingly i m p o r t a n t 
role in the l ibrary of the f u t u r e . T h e depend-
ence on more a d e q u a t e b ib l iographies than 
we have k n o w n un t i l recent ly (e.g., the Na-
t ional U n i o n Cata log a n d the p roposed sub-
ject i ndex to the Na t iona l U n i o n Catalog) will 
al low l ibraries to satisfy readers ' needs with 
a smaller p r o p o r t i o n of the universe of p r i n t 
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available in their own collection than is now 
believed necessary, to be less dependen t on 
expensive shelf a r rangement of books based 
on subject classification, and to requi re less 
local cataloging. T h e r e will have to be 
greater selectivity both in the acquisition 
and preservation of material . Finally, in 
spite of the glibness with which un in fo rmed 
prophets are wont to solve all library prob-
lems through the development of electronic 
"brains," still several of the devices and tech-
niques already developed are certain to 
have great effect on research library organi-
zation. 

In this logically constructed and thought-
ful essay on the research library and its fu-
ture, it seems that one mat ter has no t re-
ceived adequate consideration; the distinc-
tion (if it exists) between the ways in which 
scholars in different disciplines must use 
books in their research. Admit tedly this is 
one of the areas in which considerably more 
study is needed. In fact, I know of no ob-
jective study on precisely this point . But 
unt i l we have more informat ion about re-
search use of books, we cannot rule ou t the 
possibility that the na ture of discovery in 
the various humanis t ic and social disciplines 
requires that the scholar and all of the 
books which might conceivably have any 
bear ing on his study be brought together. 
In these areas there are at least certain types 
of inquiry which require the examinat ion 
or browsing among so many hundreds of 
articles, books, documents, and other writ-
ings in widely diverse subject fields, that 
physical removal of the inf requent ly used 
materials f rom the scholar may effectively 
stifle his creativeness, no mat te r how great 
a corpus of bibliographies he has at hand . 
If this should be true, it is evident that re-
gional storage of materials in these subject 
areas would not be feasible. Whi le Fussier 
acknowledges that removal of inf requent ly 
used material must proceed with caution 
unt i l we know more about scholars' needs 
and that interl ibrary cooperation depends 
on the scholar's ability to establish probable 
relevancy of material to his study through 
use of bibliographies and similar lists. Still 
it seems that a distinction in the use of ma-
terial by scholars in various disciplines, or at 
least in different types of research, might 
be made, and that cooperative storage 

plans might be based on this distinction. 
Rober t Vosper with characteristic face-

tiousness, called the n in th lecture "A Rare 
Book Is a Rare Book." Its thesis is that since 
1938 l ibrarians have increasingly recognized 
the impor tance of rare books to scholarship, 
not simply for their text, which can be pro-
vided equally well in reprints , but also for 
their appearance, design, errors, a n d other 
qualities which are not reproduced in re-
prints. Since this time, l ibrarians have also ex-
hibited increasing willingness to provide the 
care and special t rea tment which rare books 
require a n d thus have exculpated themselves 
f rom the earlier meri ted denuncia t ion by 
R a n d o l p h Adams of "l ibrarians as enemies of 
books." T h e line between the pre-1938 atti-
tude of l ibrarians and scholars toward rare 
books and the current recognition of their 
value in the university program is not as 
clear and marked as it is drawn by Vosper, al-
though no one can deny that there has cer-
tainly been a change of a t t i tude f rom that 
commonly held in the ]920's. T o me it seems 
fairly clear that Pierce Butler in 1931, in 
his condemnat ion of " the cult of rarit ies" 
and of "bibl iophily," was referr ing to the 
collection of the kind of books we now call 
"collectors' items," mean ing books that are 
expensive by reason of points impor tan t 
only to the collector or to the an t ique deal-
er, not to the scholar or s tudent . It is also 
possible that Arlt and L u n d were referr ing 
only to purchases of this kind, in complain-
ing about the use of the library budget for 
this purpose. Vosper admits these "difficulties 
in the definit ion of terms" in order to ex-
plain several recent denials by scholars of 
the importance of rare books to scholarship. 
Recogni t ion should also be made that Arlt 
and L u n d were undoubted ly influenced in 
their views by the general scarcity of library 
book funds in the 1930's a n d could hardly 
be expected to have the liberal a t t i tude to-
ward expensive acquisitions which could be 
enjoyed in 1957. 

In our fear of becoming engulfed by the 
rapidly rising flood of pr int , not even the 
most reactionary library adminis t ra tor could 
ask for the discontinuance of this publica-
tion. Ra the r we can only regret that these 
lectures cannot be published soon af ter each 
has been delivered. I t is u n f o r t u n a t e that 
administrators and others interested in the 
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research l ibrary should have to wait two 
years to r ead Fussler 's excel lent paper .— 
Rolland E. Stevens, Ohio State University 
Libraries. 

The Great EB 
The Great EB; the Story of the Encyclopae-

dia Britannica. By H e r m a n Kogan. [Chica-
go-^ Univers i ty of Ch icago Press [1958]. 
339p. $4.95. 

W h e n J o h n L e h m a n n , in The Whisper-
ing Gallery, writes briefly of his great-
g r a n d f a t h e r a n d the firm which l aunched 
Chambers's Encyclopaedia, readers for w h o m 
reference books are stock-in-trade may well 
wish fo r a fu l le r account . U p o n reflect ion, 
however, one realizes t ha t the history of an 
encyclopedia is p e r h a p s less sui ted to Mr . 
L e h m a n n ' s l i terary style a n d ta lents t h a n 
to more journa l i s t ic abil i t ies such as are ex-
h ib i ted in H e r m a n Kogan 's The Great EB. 
T h a t is n o t to deprec ia te Mr . Kogan 's abil-
ities, fo r they are considerable . In this story 
of the Encyclopaedia Britannica he pre-
sents a color fu l a n d highly r eadab le nar-
ra t ive of the b i r th a n d d e v e l o p m e n t of o n e 
of o u r great re fe rence tools. 

W i t h a l iberal spr ink l ing of anecdotes a n d 
in teres t ing sidelights, Kogan traces the prog-
ress of the Br i t ann ica f rom its E d i n b u r g h 
beginnings a n d the labors of Wi l l i am Smel-
lie to its p resen t big-business status wi th ed-
itors employ ing the mechanica l assistance of 
" the R o b o t . " H e tells of the m e n w h o 
gu ided the encyclopedia 's destinies; of the 
f inancial crises which so o f t en a t t e n d e d a 
change of ownersh ip ; a n d of the EB's af-
f i l iat ion wi th the L o n d o n Times, w i th Cam-
br idge Universi ty, wi th Sears, R o e b u c k a n d 
Company , a n d wi th the Univers i ty of Chica-
go. H e has cont r ived to m a k e the account 
move smoothly a n d rap id ly f r o m edi t ion to 
edi t ion, r e la t ing the g rowth of the enter-
prise to the events of the times, a n d suggest-
ing the changes a n d advances which influ-
enced tha t growth . 

T h e whole is spiced wi th names of f amous 
con t r ibu to r s a n d quo ta t i ons f r o m thei r ar-
ticles a n d cor respondence; wi th excerpts 
f r o m reviews of a n d con tempora ry com-
ment s on the var ious edit ions. If there a re 
m o m e n t s when the reader feels u n d u l y 

" q u o t e d a t ," h e should r e m e m b e r tha t the 
oppo r tun i t i e s for quo t a t i on mus t have been 
boundless: Mr . Kogan has u n d o u b t e d l y ex-
ercised admi rab l e res t ra in t . 

On ly in the final chapter , " T h e M o d e r n 
EB: H o w I t Is Sold," does the reader ' s in-
terest flag. Since sales me thods a n d promo-
tions figure p r o m i n e n t l y in the nar ra t ive , 
it is a l toge ther a p p r o p r i a t e tha t m o d e r n 
methods , too, be considered. I t is u n f o r t u -
nate , however, tha t this last chap te r is pad-
ded ou t wi th bana l sales stories a n d bits of 
company lore, p rov ing an an t ic l imax to a n 
otherwise absorb ing history. 

T h e work includes a b ib l iography which 
lists books, magazine a n d newspaper refer-
ences, as well as u n p u b l i s h e d master ' s es-
says. Regre t tab ly , a single exp lana to ry no te 
in the b ib l iography is m a d e to suffice fo r all 
edi t ions a n d subsidiary publ ica t ions of the 
Encyclopaedia Britannica. T h u s , f o r the 
work u n d e r considera t ion we are den i ed 
immedia te access to dates a n d o t h e r biblio-
graphica l de ta i l s—info rmat ion n o t readi ly 
g leaned f r o m an indexed text . A fu l l bib-
l iographic l ist ing (or a t abu la r summary) 
of all the edi t ions a n d subsidiaries of the 
Britannica would have been a very desirable 
a n d va luab le add i t ion to the b o o k . — E u g e n e 
P. Sheehy, Columbia University Libraries. 

Information Indexing 
and Subject Cataloging 
Information Indexing and Subject Catalog-

ing: Alphabetical: Classified: Coordinate: 
Mechanical. By J o h n Metcalfe . N e w York: 
Scarecrow Press, 1957. 338p. $6.75. 

" I t is no t easy for wr i te r or r eader to dis-
en tang le the en tang lemen t s of i ndex ing 
wi th false science, vain phi losophy a n d mis-
used or unnecessary logic, a n d do ing so 
makes for controversy a n d criticism, of the 
locusts who have ea ten the years. But fo r 
them these studies would hard ly have been 
needed . . . a n d index ing a n d its s tudents 
would be be t te r off if there were few if any 
o the r au thor i t ies accepted now, besides Dew-
ey a n d Cu t t e r of 1876, a n d Kaiser a n d 
H u l m e of 1911. But o thers a re accepted as 
author i t ies , a n d wi th their panaceas , con-
flicting metaphysics, inconsistent jargons, 
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