
By R A L P H W. McCOMB 

Closed Circuit Television in 
A Library Orientation Program 

THE Pennsylvania State University Li-
brary made use of closed circuit 

television for the first time in its orienta-
tion program in the fall of 1957. It had 
been deemed virtually impossible to pre-
sent a satisfactory program of lecture 
tours to three or four thousand students 
in the two days available. For some years, 
indeed, the library had not been able 
to secure any time during the crowded 
orientation week because of the heavy 
schedule of other events, particularly 
health examinations required of new stu-
dents. When some of these examinations 
were moved to the summer months, 
however, time became available and the 
library staff, working with the orienta-
tion committee, developed a T V pro-
gram on an experimental basis. 

Eight sessions were scheduled over a 
two-day period with about .400 students 
in each session. These students were as-
signed to one large room and several 
small classrooms to hear an introduc-
tory talk by the librarian. Each room 
contained at least four T V receivers. 
T h e talk was designed to give informa-
tion on the location of libraries and 
reading rooms on campus, use of the 
card catalog and special services, along 
with a cordial invitation to use the li-
brary, and some talk about the impor-
tance of book skills. At the end of this 
twenty-minute session, groups were taken 
by trained student guides on a tour of 
the library. Attendance was voluntary, 
but freshmen seemed to take their sched-
ules seriously and it was estimated that 
about 2,800 took part. 

Mr. McComb is Librarian, Pennsylva-
nia State University. 

PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS VOTING TO R E T A I N 

( R ) , CHANGE ( C ) , OR E L I M I N A T E ( E ) 

T H I S ACTIVITY 

MEN WOMEN 

R C E R C E 
% % % % % % 

T V T a l k 34 45 2 0 34 42 2 3 
34 38 2 8 25 5 2 2 3 

L i b r a r y V i s i t 53 37 10 72 2 3 5 L i b r a r y V i s i t 
61 2 9 10 55 35 10 

In an effort to evaluate the results, 
student counselors distributed two ques-
tionnaires, one immediately after orien-
tation week, the other two months later. 
T h e results showed that approximately 
87 per cent of the students reported at-
tendance at both the T V presentation 
and the library visit. In the first ques-
tionnaire 60 per cent of the men and 54 
per cent of the women considered the 
program helpful; in the second question-
naire 52 per cent of the men and 56 per 
cent of the women approved the pro-
gram. Why the approval went down 
among the men and went up among the 
women is not explained, although it 
could conceivably represent a superficial 
evaluation. In a fur ther analysis ques-
tioning whether the program should be 
retained, changed, or eliminated, the fol-
lowing results were obtained. 

T h e obvious conclusions are that the 
library visit was voted more useful than 
the talk; 20-28 per cent favored elimina-
tion of the T V program while only 5-10 
per cent would eliminate the library 
visit; 38-52 per cent favored a change in 
the T V presentation; 53-72 per cent fa-
vored retaining the library visit but 23-
37 per cent thought it should be changed. 

(Continued on page 408) 
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Hi-fi & Music Review. Zif f -Davis P u b l i s h i n g 
C o m p a n y , 64 E. Lake Street, C h i c a g o 1. v . l , 
n o . l , February 1958. M o n t h l y . $4.00. 

The Historical Journal. C a m b r i d g e Univers i ty 
Press, B e n t l e y H o u s e , E u s t o n R o a d , L o n d o n , 
N . W . 1. v . l , n o . l , 1958. S e m i a n n u a l . $4.25. 

International Journal of Health Education. 3, 
r u e Vio l l i er , Geneva , v.l , n o . l , January 1958. 
F r e q u e n c y n o t g i v e n $3.00. 

Journal of the Experimental Analysis of Behav-
ior. B e h a v i o r Research Laboratory , M e t r o p o l i -
tan State H o s p i t a l , T r a p e l o R o a d , W a l t h a m , 
Massachusetts , v . l , n o . l , J a n u a r y 1958. Quar-
terly. $12. 

El Libro Espanol. I n s t i t u t o N a c i o n a l del L i b r o 
Espanol , Ferraz 13, Madr id , v . l , n o . l , January 
1958. M o n t h l y $5.00. 

Mayor and Manager. 72 W e s t 4 5 t h Street, N e w 
York 36. v . l , n o . l , January 1958. M o n t h l y . 
$3.00. 

Molecular Physics. T a y l o r a n d Francis , Ltd. , R e d 
L i o n Court , F lee t Street, L o n d o n , E.C. 4. v . l , 
n o . l , J a n u a r y 1958. Quarter ly . $13.30. 

New Zealand Journal of Geology and Geophysics. 
D e p a r t m e n t of Scient i f ic a n d Industr ia l R e -
search, P.O. B o x 8018, W e l l i n g t o n , v . l , n o . l , 
February 1958. B i m o n t h l y . 30s. 

New Zealand Journal of Science. D e p a r t m e n t of 
Scientif ic a n d Industr ia l Research , P .O. B o x 
8018, W e l l i n g t o n , v . l , n o . l , March 1958. Quar-
terly. 20s. 

New York Review. 279 East H o u s t o n Street, N e w 
York. S p r i n g 1958. F r e q u e n c y n o t g iven . $2.00. 

Nuova Mezzogiorno. Edi tr ice T e c n i c a , Artist ica 
e Scientif ica, V ia M a n t e g n a , 6, M i l a n o . v . l , 
v . l , n o . l , J a n u a r y 1958. M o n t h l y . L8.000. 

Ohioana. M a r t h a K i n n e y C o o p e r O h i o a n a Li-
brary Assoc iat ion , 1109 O h i o D e p a r t m e n t s 
B u i l d i n g , C o l u m b u s 15. v . l , n o . l , s p r i n g 1958. 
Quarter ly . $2.50. 

The Pacific Sociological Review. Univers i ty of 
O r e g o n , E u g e n e , v . l , n o . l , spr ing 1958. Semi-
a n n u a l . $3.00. 

Pakistan Journal of Scientific and Industrial Re-
search. Pakis tan C o u n c i l of Scient i f ic a n d In-
dustr ia l Research , N o . 3 / 4 / D / I V , N a z i a m b a d , 
Karachi , v . l , n o . l , January 1958. Quarter ly . 
R s 4 / -

Pall Mall Quarterly. Pa l l Mal l Press, 123, Pall 
Mal l , L o n d o n , S.W. 1. v . l , n o . l , spr ing 1958. 
$3.00. 

Research Management. Intersc ience Publ i shers , 
Inc., 250 F i f t h A v e n u e , N e w York 1. v . l , n o . l , 
s p r i n g 1958. Quarter ly . $7.50. 

Revista Brasileira de Politica Internacional. In-
s t i t u t o Bras i le iro d e R e l a t e s Internac ionais , 
A v e n i d a T r e z e d e Maio , 23, R i o d e Jane iro , 
v . l , n o . l , March 1958. Quarter ly . Cr$350.00. 

Revista Latinoamericana de Microbiologia. 
A p a r t a d o Postal 18862, M e x i c o 4. v . l , n o . l , 
March 1958. Quarter ly . $6. 

Semiconductor Products. C o w a n P u b l i s h i n g Cor-
porat ion , 3000 W e s t 4 3 d Street, N e w York 36. 
v . l , n o . l , J a n u a r y / F e b r u a r y 1958. B i m o n t h l y . 
$5.00. 

Space Technology. M c G r a w - H i l l P u b l i s h i n g 
C o m p a n y 330 W e s t 42d Street, N e w York 36. 
v . l , no.2 , Apri l 1958. Quarter ly $3.00. ( N o . 1 
no t ava i lab le for e x a m i n a t i o n . ) 

Texas Quarterly. Un ivers i ty of T e x a s Press, Aus-
t in 12. v . l , n o . l , February 1958. $4.00. 

Theology and Life. Lancaster T h e o l o g y a n d 
Seminary of t h e U n i t e d C h u r c h of Christ 
(Evangel ica l a n d R e f o r m e d ) Lancaster , P e n n -

sylvania . v . l , n o . l , February 1958. Quarter ly . 
$2.50. 

35 MM Photography. 46-47 Chancery Lane , Lon-
don , W . C . 2 . v . l , n o . l , May 1958. M o n t h l y . 
$5.00. 

Closed Circuit Television 
(Continued from page 387) 

Oral comments by student guides and 
counselors, although not tabulated, were 
more favorable than the questionnaire 
results and certainly encouraging. I t 

should also be noted that to a consider-
able extent the success of the library 
tour may have been made possible by 
the introduction provided by TV. 
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