
very satisfying measure. Because of his pas-
sion fo r detail and his wel l -known affection 
fo r early printing, M r . Faye's list itself in-
cludes numerous helpful notes to distinguish 
the Illinois copy of var iant editions. T h e 
larger pa r t of this " N o t e , " however, is devoted 
to a thought fu l consideration of the need for 
more complete identification of the incunab-
ula and the place of the cataloger in this 
process. 

I t is the conviction of M r . Faye, and he 
documents his case, that insufficient work has 
of ten resulted in false or, at best, inept list-
ings of early printed works . Hi s complaints 
are grouped under two heads, "Authorsh ip" 
and "Identification of T e x t s . " T h e problem of 
authorship has long been with us, and M r . 
Faye's complaint on this score is a common 
one. His contributions here lie chiefly in his 
indications of a possibly more productive 
method of at tack and in references to new 
sources of informat ion. His proposals for 
bet ter identification of texts essentially rep-
resent the fusion of some of the accepted 
methods of paleography wi th w h a t is funda-
mentally typographical research in a product 
appropriately called paleotypography. U n d e r 
his system, an incunabulum should be con-
f ron ted with an accepted modern edition, and 
verification made of content, if not page by 
page, at least by chapters or parts . T h e ac-
ceptance of the modern established text would 
require universal agreement, but it is the 
feeling of M r . Faye tha t compilations like 
the Thesaurus Linguae Latinae or the 
Patrologia Latina have adequate acceptance 
for comparison. Admittedly, it will be im-

• possible to find contemporary models for com-
parison of some incunabula, and in such cases, 

the internal evidence of the text will have 
to be accepted. 

T h e delicate point of the proposal is the line 
of demarcat ion (if one such exists) between 
the potential capabilities of a cataloger and 
those of a l i terary researcher in establishing 
the identity of a text, or possibly even the 
authenticity of a text. M r . Faye is emi-
nently well fitted for research w o r k in this 
field, and if all catalogers were equally well 
equipped wi th languages and his kind of ex-
perience, there might well be no need to d r a w 
an artificial line. Unfo r tuna te ly the vast 
major i ty of our trained catalogers are not at 
all equipped in this fashion, and we cannot 
hope for a very grea t change in this field. 
T h e r e is certainly some possibility, however, 
of improving the identification of incunabula 
by the methods proposed. I t was implicit in 
all previous checklists of incunabula, and it is 
implicit in this list tha t the field is relatively 
small and a m a j o r project covering the whole 
field would still not be inconceivable. W h a t 
M r . Faye wants is to have all incunabula posi-
tively identified and adequately described. I 
am sure he would like to see a crowd of 
catalogers and l i terary researchers work ing 
hand in hand at this project , and to see it car-
ried to completion. H e has an impor tant 
point at this time, because as t ime goes on 
our f ew remaining scholars of his kind are 
disappearing wi thout replacement. O u r kind 
of t raining for l ibrarianship does not take 
this work into account, and I fear , as he 
does, tha t the idea will die. Perhaps here is 
another test fo r the versatili ty of our rapidly 
prol i fera t ing l ibrary schools. Perhaps they 
will meet this need.—Jerrold Orne, JVash-
ington University Libraries, St. Louis. 

Foundations of the Pubfic Library 
Foundations of the Public Library; The Ori-

gins of the Public Library Movement in 
New England 1629-1855. By Jesse H . 
Shera. Chicago, Universi ty of Chicago 
Press, 1949, 3o8p. $5.00. 
W i t h the continued cul tura l and social de-

velopment of the Uni ted States, it has be-
fitted the public l ibrary, as an impor tant so-
cial agency serving the needs of individual 
communities, to continually develop and 
broaden its horizons. T h e cu r ren t trend 
toward increasing regionalization of l ibraries 

calls for a backward look to the earliest pub-
lic l ibraries to unders tand their development 
and growth in "economic and social t e rms" in 
leading to the present t rend. 

T h i s book by Professor Shera, of the G r a d -
uate L ibra ry School, the Universi ty of Chi-
cago, is a social history of the Public Library 
Movemen t in N e w England f rom 1629 to 
1855. T h e author has done an intensive job 
of reaching back to the earliest N e w England 
backgrounds of this country 's development to 
show the economic and social milieu up to the 
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point of definite u rban iza t ion , fitting into the 
p a t t e r n the pr iva te and company l ibraries , the 
t o w n and par ish l ibraries , the social l ibraries , 
and the desire fo r publicly sponsored educa-
t ional facilit ies. 

T h e contents of the l ibrar ies of the t ime 
are not deal t w i th to any g rea t extent , bu t 
shor t tables offer compara t ive bases for not ing 
the percent i le divisions of the small collec-
tions into the var ious book categories . A con-
siderat ion is also m a d e of the ear ly develop-
ment of a f o r m of special l ibrary among the 
social l ibrar ies which a t t empted to ca te r to the 
pa r t i cu l a r interests of its clientele. T h e aver -
sion to fiction in the above ment ioned collec-
tions also led to the ear ly inst i tut ion of the 
c i rcula t ing l ibrary . 

T h e a u t h o r then t races the development of 
the public l ib ra ry t h rough the steps t o w a r d m u -
nicipal control , significance of the Boston P u b -
lic L ib ra ry , the beginnings of s t a te legislation 

to the causal f ac to r s in public l ib ra ry develop-
ment . In this last , the effects of economic 
ability, desire of scholarship, historical re-
search, and the u rge f o r conservat ion, w o r k 
wi th the feel ing of local pr ide and the increas-
ingly fe l t need fo r universa l public education, 
the Lyceum movement and vocat ional needs, 
to the end of se t t ing up the first public li-
brar ies . 

P r o f e s s o r Shera proves his thesis of the 
l ib rary as a social agency whose funct ions are 
only definitely known w h e n the goals of so-
ciety a re cer ta in . W i t h its excellent index, 
selective bibliography, documents , plates, and 
char t s this w o r k is a w o r t h y cont r ibut ion to 
the Univers i ty of Chicago Studies in L i b r a r y 
Science, and one which w e can hope wil l lead 
to an extended his tor ical s tudy of l ib ra ry de-
velopment in conjunct ion wi th the count ry ' s 
expans ion .—Haro ld L. Roth, Brooklyn Public 
Library. 

Business Information 

Sources of Business Information. By E d w i n 
T . C o m a n , J r . N e w Y o r k , P r e n t i c e - H a l l , 
Inc., 1949, ix, 4o6p. $6.00; to schools, 
$ 4 - 5 0 . 
M a n y ef for ts have been m a d e to solve the 

bibliographic problem of o rganiz ing and l ist-
ing sources of business in fo rmat ion , bu t this 
is the first a t t e m p t to offer a critical, r unn ing 
commenta ry on the whole range of business 
l i t e ra tu re . I t is a courageous under t ak ing . 
As a handbook it should be very use fu l to s tu -
dents in schools of business, and, in some 
ways, to businessmen. I t is cer ta inly aimed a t 
both groups . W h e t h e r this double-bar re l led 
firing will exactly hi t e i ther g roup 15 a ques-
tion tha t C o m a n a t some t ime m u s t have 
asked himself . T h e field of business i n fo r -
mat ion is large, the sources var ied and occa-
sionally obscure, and the bibliographic con-
t ro l inadequate . Special l ib ra r i ans a re acutely 
conscious of these fac t s and spend many 
hours , and collectively a g r e a t deal of money 
to organize their resources to fit the par t i cu-
l a r business they serve. T h e y know, too, t ha t 
piling up references , or o therwise emba r r a s s -
ing the i r employers w i th the wea l t h of l i t-
e r a t u r e ingeniously discovered is seldom ap-
preciated. T w o of the requ i rements they 

have found a re t h a t the in fo rmat ion supplied 
m u s t exactly fit the pa r t i cu l a r need, and t h a t 
it m u s t be the la tes t . 

T o organize all business i n fo rma t ion fo r 
convenient use is a hopeless task. E i t he r the 
coverage is broad, perhaps basic in some a reas 
and superficial in others , or it is n a r r o w and 
a lways sh i f t ing in t ime and boundary . M o s t 
bibliographies of business l i t e r a tu r e a re 
mere ly h a n d f u l s of the swir l ing sands of fac t 
and opinion. N e w fac ts or o the r theories * 
m a k e them vanish in the deser t of the super-
seded. 

C o m a n has chosen the b road coverage. In 
l imit ing his choice of ma te r i a l s to the basic, he 
has avoided the criticism of incompleteness in 
the a reas he covers. H e has handled these 
competent ly by c a r e f u l selection and brief , 
cri t ical and descriptive comment . On ly one 
w h o has s t ruggled wi th organiz ing fo r use 
the vast and sometimes exaspera t ing types of 
business ma te r i a l s can appreciate the e x t r a o r -
d inary task he under took . T h e r e a re some 
impor t an t areas , however , and types of in-
f o r m a t i o n a l sources he has neglected. F o r 
example, the geographic f ac to r is only 
slightly touched upon in the section on f o r -
eign t rade , a l though it is as impor t an t fo r 
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