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A STUDY of the basic pr inciples of his-
tor ica l l ibrar ies m i g h t w e l l open w i t h 

a def in i t ion of t e r m s — t h e sub jec t seems 
w e i g h t y enough to w a r r a n t it . A s it hap-
pens, howeve r , " t h e his tor ical l i b r a r y " is a 
t roub lesome expression. I t is easier to 
describe in act ion t h a n to def ine in w o r d s , 
and its pr inciples a re m o r e readi ly g rasped 
f r o m i l lus t ra t ive examples t h a n f r o m the-
ore t ica l s t a t emen t s . Y o u w i l l no t be dis-
t u r b e d , t he r e fo re , if this discussion, as it 
proceeds, takes on s o m e t h i n g of the aspect 
of a med ieva l mys te ry play, in w h i c h the 
plot develops on b road and s imple lines, the 
f e w cha rac te r s t end to become types, a n d 
act ion and a r g u m e n t are f ree ly in te rspersed . 

I n lieu of a def in i t ion let us begin w i t h 
an obvious fac t , namely , t h a t any l i b ra ry 
on any sub jec t or subjects , a f t e r it has ex-
isted fo r a cons iderable n u m b e r of years , 
becomes at least p a r t l y his tor ical , a n d the 
longer it lasts the m o r e his torical it is. T h e 
reason is s imple. E v e r y sub jec t t h a t h u m a n 
beings s tudy makes some progress f r o m age 
to age, a n d the books t h a t w e r e of c u r r e n t 
prac t ica l in teres t a gene ra t ion ago m a y be 
of mere ly his tor ical in teres t today . T h i s 
process is somet imes fas t , somet imes s low. 
T h e fas te r a n d f a r t h e r k n o w l e d g e advances , 
the m o r e r ap id ly the books r eco rd ing t h a t 
k n o w l e d g e become o u t m o d e d . 

A n o u t s t a n d i n g example of this process 
took place d u r i n g the e igh t een th -cen tu ry 
e n l i g h t e n m e n t . P rev ious ly the re had been 

1 Address to Friends of the Library, Baldwin-Wal-
lace College, June 19, 1949. 

t w o fa sc ina t ing sc iences—nowadays w e call 
t h e m pseudosciences—in w h i c h mos t per-
sons bel ieved. O n e w a s as t ro logy, wh ich 
a p p a r e n t l y o r ig ina ted in Baby lon ia several 
cen tur ies before the C h r i s t i a n e ra . T h e 
o the r w a s a lchemy, w h i c h seems to have 
o r ig ina ted in C h i n a j u s t a b o u t the t ime of 
the C h r i s t i a n era . A l l t h r o u g h the M i d d l e 
Ages and on in to the Renaissance , as t ro logy 
a n d a lchemy w e r e p a r t of the accepted 
scientific lore . T h e y r egu la r ly p rovoked a 
ce r t a in a m o u n t of skepticism and dissent, 
and every n o w and then a pope or an em-
pero r t r ied to ban one or the o t h e r of t h e m . 
Never the less , f o r cen tur ies mos t educa ted 
people believed t h a t the f u t u r e could be 
fo re to ld f r o m the s ta rs a n d t h a t t he re w e r e 
secret m e t h o d s of t u r n i n g base me ta l s in to 
silver or gold . T o be sure the as t ro loger 
o f t e n sl ipped u p in his predic t ions a n d the 
a lchemis t ' s gold o f t e n fa i led to s t and the 
assayer 's tests, b u t t he re w e r e e n o u g h ap-
p a r e n t successes to keep both beliefs alive. 
People , as a lways , r e m e m b e r e d the hi ts a n d 
f o r g o t the e r ro r s . 

A n d n o w the re comes an historic change . 
D u r i n g the e igh teen th cen tu ry , w i t h the 
spec tacu la r rise of a s t r o n o m y and the de-
v e l o p m e n t of expe r imen ta l chemis t ry , the 
o lder "sciences" are d iscredi ted . T h i s does 
no t t ake place ove rn igh t , b u t it does take 
place in a compara t ive ly shor t t ime. A n d 
w h a t , w e m a y ask, t hen happens to the 
as t ro logica l and a lchemical books and m a n u -
sc r ip t s? By the h u n d r e d s they are t h r o w n 
o u t of the l ibrar ies as t r a sh or a re shoved 
u p in to a t t ics or d o w n in to cellars, t he re to 
g a t h e r dus t fo r abou t a cen tu ry . 

T h i s is n o t qu i te the end of the s t o r y ; 

54 COLLEGE AND RESEARCH LIBRARIES 



if it we re , t he re w o u l d be no poin t in te l l ing 
it here . T o w a r d the close of the n i n e t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y the h is tor ians began to w o n d e r w h a t 
lay back of the n e w sciences of a s t ronomy 
and chemis t ry . I t w a s obvious t h a t the 
or ig ins w e r e to be sough t in the o lder 
as t rological and a lchemical works , and 
scholars began p u l l i n g these ou t of the a t -
tics and cel lars and e x a m i n i n g t h e m . H u n -
dreds of copies, even a f t e r the inven t ion of 
p r i n t i ng , w e r e still in m a n u s c r i p t f o r m . 
O t h e r h u n d r e d s w e r e p r i n t e d . M o s t of 
t h e m belonged to publ ic or un ivers i ty li-
braries , t h o u g h a good m a n y w e r e sti l l in 
p r iva te hands . F o r those in ins t i tu t iona l 
l ibrar ies several special ca ta logs w e r e com-
pi led. O n e series, cover ing the G r e e k 
as t rological manusc r ip t s in all E u r o p e a n 
l ibrar ies , f irst appeared in 1898 a n d r a n to 
abou t a dozen volumes . 2 A s imilar ca ta log 
of G r e e k a lchemical m a n u s c r i p t s reached 
eight vo lumes . 3 T h e ca ta log ing of the 
L a t i n manusc r ip t s has j u s t f a i r ly begun b u t 
should in t ime prove an even l a rge r task. 4 

T h e r enewed in teres t in these records , it 
should be said, w a s pu re ly his tor ical . T h e r e 
w a s no revival of as t ro logy and a lchemy f o r 
the i r o w n sake. T h e h is tor ians w e r e no t 
consu l t i ng the old books in o rde r to cast a 
horoscope or to p roduce t w o ounces of gold 
w h e r e one had been before . T h e y w e r e 
t r y i n g to u n d e r s t a n d the t h i n k i n g of o lder 
genera t ions , to t r ace its deve lopment f r o m 
age to age, and to appraise each s tage f a i r ly 
fo r w h a t it w a s or w a s no t w o r t h . T h e 
scholar ly a t t i t u d e t o w a r d the so-called oc-
cu l t sciences w a s never be t t e r expressed t h a n 
by Bouche-Lec le rcq , the b r i l l i an t h i s tor ian 
of G r e e k as t rology, w h o closed the p re face 
to his L'Astrologie Grecque w i t h the hope 

2 Catalogus Codicum Astrologorum Graecorum, edited 
by F. Cumont and others, 1898-1934, 11 volumes, some 
of them in several parts. 

3 Union Academique Internationale, Catalogue des 
Manuscrits Alchimiques Grecs, edited by J. Bidez and 
others, 1924-32, 8 volumes. 

4 Union Academique Internationale, Catalogue des 
Manuscrits Alchimiques Latins, 1939, vol. 1, edited by 
J. Bidez and others. 

t h a t he m i g h t n o t appear to have was t ed 
his t ime in inves t iga t ing t h a t on wh ich o t h e r 
m e n had was t ed thei rs . 

Such deve lopments in the w o r l d of schol-
arsh ip had one very prac t ica l resu l t . T h e y 
presen ted an o p p o r t u n i t y to the r a r e book 
t r ade . Dea le r s , sensing the r e n e w e d in te r -
est in these subjects , began to buy u p al-
chemical a n d as t rological books and m a n u -
scripts, and inc lude t h e m in the i r sales 
catalogs. M a n y of the vo lumes h a d s t r ik ing 
i l lus t ra t ions , e labora te as t rological tables, 
or d i ag rams of fu rnaces , st i l ls a n d o the r 
a lchemical a p p a r a t u s . N a t u r a l l y these ap-
pealed to the f ancy of book collectors, a n d 
the prices g r a d u a l l y rose, un t i l some of the 
be t te r i tems, especially if they w e r e m a n u -
scripts i l lus t ra ted in colors, b r o u g h t several 
h u n d r e d do l la r s each in the open m a r k e t . 
A cen tu ry ear l ier they could h a r d l y have 
been given away . 

T h i s Cindere l la - l ike s t o r y — I a lmos t 
called it a parable , b u t it real ly is t r u e — 
i lus t ra tes several of the pr inciples t h a t seem 
to govern his tor ical l ibrar ies . T h e first a n d 
mos t obvious is t h a t such a l i b ra ry depends 
on h is tor ians . T o w a r d the end of the 
e ighteenth and beg inn ing of the n ine t een th 
cen tur ies the re w e r e no h is tor ians w h o w e r e 
in teres ted in as t ro logy a n d a lchemy, and 
d u r i n g tha t t ime the re w e r e no his tor ical 
l ibrar ies cover ing these subjec ts . T h e r e 
w e r e only j u n k piles, u p in the attics, d o w n 
in the cellars, off in the s tore rooms, w h e r e 
the sourcebooks on those sub jec t s h a d been 
t h r o w n . T h e j u n k piles w e r e n o t l ibrar ies 
in any p roper sense. N o t un t i l t he scholars 
became in teres ted in the subjec ts and the 
l ib ra r i ans began to examine , ca ta log a n d 
classify t he sourcebooks did the j u n k piles 
take shape as o rgan ized his tor ical l ibrar ies 
on a lchemy and as t ro logy. 

T h i s is the end of the pro logue , a n d th ree 
of ou r ac tors have a l r eady m a d e a fleet-
ing appearance . Be fo re they step ou t on 
the stage fo r the i r m a i n act, let us charac-
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t e r i z e t h e m a l i t t l e m o r e closely. C o n s i d e r 
f i rs t t he h i s t o r i an a n d t h e l i b r a r i a n . E a c h 
of these s t a n d s f o r an essent ia l p r inc ip l e of 
l i b r a r y d e v e l o p m e n t . W i t h o u t some ac t ive 
h u m a n in t e r e s t in a f ield of h i s t o r y n o his-
to r i ca l l i b r a r y in t h a t field w i l l deve lop . 
O n the o t h e r h a n d , w i t h o u t r a t i o n a l o r g a n i -
z a t i o n n o pi le of books w i l l become a usab le 
l i b r a r y . G e n e r a l l y speak ing , t h e in t e re s t in 
t h e s u b j e c t is supp l i ed by t h e h i s t o r i a n , 
w h e r e a s t he o r g a n i z a t i o n is supp l i ed by t h e 
l i b r a r i a n . O c c a s i o n a l l y these a r e one a n d 
t h e s ame pe r son , b u t p r o b a b l y m o r e o f t e n 
t hey a r e d i s t inc t . 

A n d w h i c h comes f i rs t , t h e h i s to r i ca l 
scho la r o r t h e h i s to r i ca l l i b r a r i a n ? T h i s is 
l ike t h e h e n - a n d - e g g c o n u n d r u m . A t f i rs t 
one is t e m p t e d to say na ive ly , " T h e h i s to r i -
ca l scho la r comes f i rs t , of course . H e sup-
plies t h e in t e re s t in a g iven f ie ld . H e w r i t e s 
a ske tch of t h e h i s to ry , he s t i m u l a t e s pub l i c 
discussion of t h e sub j ec t , a n d he inspi res if 
possible a g r o u p of pup i l s t o c a r r y o n his 
w o r k . A f t e r this , w h e n t h e p a t t e r n has 
been set, t h e h i s to r ica l l i b r a r i a n t akes u p 
the t a sk of o r g a n i z i n g t h e sou rcebooks in 
t h e f i e ld . " 

B u t n o t too f a s t — n o t too f a s t ! D i d you 
no t i ce t h e w o r d " s o u r c e b o o k s " ? W h e r e 
d id those sourcebooks c o m e f r o m ? H o w 
do they h a p p e n to be st i l l in ex is tence ? O h , 
t hey c a m e f r o m the j u n k piles. W h e r e 
w e r e those j u n k p i les? C h i e f l y in t h e a t t ics , 
ce l la rs , a n d r e m o t e s t o r e r o o m s of t h e li-
b ra r i e s . W h y h a d t h e y been kep t in t he 
a t t ics , ce l la r s a n d s t o r e r o o m s ins tead of 
b e i n g b u r n e d as t r a s h ? O h , some l i b r a r i a n s 
c o u l d n ' t q u i t e b r i n g t hemse lves to t h r o w 
t h e t h i n g s a w a y . H u n d r e d s of t h e a s t ro -
log ica l a n d a l chemica l books a n d m a n u -
scr ip t s w e r e des t royed , it is t r u e , b u t o t h e r 
h u n d r e d s w e r e kep t in t he l i b r a r i a n s ' j u n k 
piles, so t h a t a f t e r a c e n t u r y or so, w h e n 
t h e scho la r s g o t a r o u n d to i n v e s t i g a t i n g t h e 
h i s t o r y of those sub jec t s , some of t h e source-
books w e r e w a i t i n g to be e x a m i n e d . 

O b s e r v e in th i s one of t he o u t s t a n d i n g 
cha rac t e r i s t i c s of t h e h i s to r i ca l l i b r a r i a n . 
H e is a n a t u r a l h o a r d e r . H e h a t e s to t h r o w 
r e c o r d s a w a y . H e h a s h u n c h e s t h a t some 
d a y s o m e b o d y w i l l be i n t e r e s t ed in t h e 
t h ings . T o s t a t e t h e m a t t e r m o r e ele-
g a n t l y a n d a b s t r a c t l y , he t r i es as bes t he can 
to foresee t h e i n t e r e s t s t h a t f u t u r e h i s t o r i a n s 
w i l l o r o u g h t to deve lop , a n d to some e x t e n t 
by m e a n s of his j u n k piles he p a r t i a l l y 
p r o v i d e s f o r those in te res t s . 

T h e r e w a s a l i t t l e o ld l ady , you m a y re-
call , w h o n e v e r cou ld bea r to t h r o w any-
t h i n g a w a y . A f t e r he r d e a t h t hey f o u n d 
a m o n g h e r e f fec ts severa l packages n e a t l y 
d o n e u p a n d c a r e f u l l y l a b e l l e d : " P i e c e s of 
s t r i n g too s h o r t t o u s e . " E v e r y good li-
b r a r i a n has a t o u c h of t h a t i n s t inc t . S o m e 
of his h u n c h e s a r e r i g h t , some w r o n g . 
S o m e of t h e bi ts t h a t h e saves a r e l i t e r a l ly 
t oo s h o r t t o use a n d n e v e r a r e u sed . I n 
o t h e r cases a use d e v e l o p s ; t h e h i s t o r i a n 
f inds u n e x p e c t e d w a y s of sp l ic ing those 
pieces t o g e t h e r a n d m a k i n g of t h e m the 
t h r e a d of his n a r r a t i v e . Y o u r t r u e his-
to r i ca l l i b r a r i a n is a wi se o ld b i rd , a so r t 
of cross b e t w e e n an o w l a n d a m a g p i e , a n d 
I s o m e t i m e s fee l t h a t his m a g p i e i n s t i nc t is 
t h e m o s t e l e m e n t a l t h i n g a b o u t h i m . 

Y o u w i l l beg in to sense by n o w t h e diffi-
c u l t y in d e c i d i n g pr io r i t i e s . W h i c h c a m e 
f i rs t , t h e h i s to r ica l scho la r w i t h his i n t e re s t 
in t h e s u b j e c t a n d his k n a c k of i n t e r e s t i n g 
o t h e r s in it , o r t h e h i s to r i ca l l i b r a r i a n w i t h 
his h o a r d i n g in s t inc t a n d his t a l e n t f o r o r -
g a n i z a t i o n ? T h e r e is n o c lea r a n s w e r . 
S o m e t i m e s t h e in i t i a l impu l se to t he f o r m a -
t ion of t h e h i s to r i ca l l i b r a r y comes f r o m 
t h e h i s t o r i an . T h e o r e t i c a l l y it o u g h t to 
come f r o m h i m , since he open ly p r o c l a i m s 
his i n t e r e s t in t h e s u b j e c t , a n d i n t e r e s t is 
t h e logical a n t e c e d e n t of ac t ion . P r a c t i c a l l y 
t h e in i t i a l impu l se comes a l m o s t as o f t e n , I 
suspect , f r o m the l i b r a r i a n , w h o s e h o a r d i n g 
in s t inc t cons t i t u t e s a so r t of gene ra l , u n -
d i f f e r e n t i a t e d i n t e r e s t in a l l t h e processes of 
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the past a n d all the records p e r t a i n i n g 
the re to . I n this m o d e r n w o r l d of special-
ists, as someone has observed, the genera l 
l i b ra r i an is the only person l e f t t h a t resem-
bles the un iversa l scholar of days gone by. 

The Rare Book Dealer 

So m u c h fo r the t w o m a i n ac tors in ou r 
l i t t le d r a m a , the h is tor ian a n d the l i b ra r i an . 
E n t e r a t this poin t a t h i rd a n d qui te impor -
t a n t cha rac t e r . Some w o u l d call h im the 
vi l la in in the piece, bu t in t h a t I do n o t 
concur . H e provides an e lement of con-
flict, i t is t rue , b u t he is no m o r e of a 
v i l la in t h a n is the h is tor ian or the li-
b r a r i a n . T h i s t h i rd cha rac t e r is the r a r e 
book dea ler . H e has been absolute ly indis-
pensable in the bu i ld ing u p of his tor ical li-
brar ies to the i r present s ta te of excellence. 
H e has conduc ted his business usua l ly on 
qui te high ethical s t a n d a r d s . H e is also sur -
pr is ingly generous in giving service. If you 
a re a l ib ra r ian in a recognized ins t i tu t ion , 
or if you a re an accredi ted p r iva te col lector , 
he wi l l send you a book or m a n u s c r i p t on 
approva l , and if f o r any reason you do not 
w a n t it he w i l l t ake it back. I n his sales 
ca ta logs he gives descr ip t ions of his wares , 
a n d if any vo lume t h a t you buy has defec ts 
t h a t w e r e n o t men t ioned , he w i l l m a k e an 
a d j u s t m e n t . 

E v e n so, of course, his descr ipt ions w i l l 
bear w a t c h i n g . H e is in the business to 
m a k e money , and his adver t i s ing , like any 
o the r adver t i s ing , is i n t ended to " m o v e the 
goods . " H i s ca ta log s t a t emen t s m a y all be 
l i t e ra l ly t r u e and yet be so cons t ruc t ed as 
to m a k e on a casual r eader an exaggera ted 
impression of the impor t ance or r a r i t y of 
the book. F o r this the re is no legal r e m e d y ; 
the only hope lies in the sh rewdness a n d 
inte l l igence of the cus tomer . A n experi-
enced buyer soon l ea rns to d i scount the ex-
aggera t ions and to recognize and esteem 
t h a t smal l g r o u p of dea lers w h o er r , if a t 
all , by u n d e r s t a t e m e n t . 

C o m p l a i n t s a re somet imes hea rd t h a t the 
prof i ts of the r a r e book dealer r u n f r o m 
100 to 3 0 0 per cent and occasionally h igher . 
I n rea l i ty this is no t exo rb i t an t . T u r n o v e r 
is s low in the r a r e book t r ade , the re is no 
mass m a r k e t , and the re are some risks. P e r -
cen tagewise the business is abou t on a level 
w i t h the r e s t a u r a n t . F o o d t h a t costs 50$ 
in a chain grocery s tore w i l l cost abou t 
$ 1 . 0 0 w h e n served a t a college cafe te r ia , 
p robab ly $ 2 . 0 0 in a good r e s t a u r a n t , a n d 
$ 3 . 0 0 or $ 4 . 0 0 in a s w a n k y hote l . I n food , 
a n d l ikewise in r a r e books, if you w a n t 
s w a n k you pay fo r it . Also, only the h igh-
priced es tab l i shments hand le the choicest 
goods. 

A n o t h e r compla in t aga ins t the an t i -
q u a r i a n bookman is t h a t he cons t an t ly cap-
i tal izes on ou r sen t iments , pa t r io t i c or 
o therwise . T h i s is t rue , and I do no t see 
w h a t can be done abou t ifl W e A m e r i c a n s 
a re a h ighly s en t imen ta l people and also an 
intensely commerc ia l people, and the re is no 
possible w a y of keeping the t w o th ings 
apa r t . E v e r y deep and w idesp read senti-
m e n t is a s t and ing inv i ta t ion to commerc ia l i -
za t ion , and the m o r e in tense the fee l ing the 
g rea t e r the business possibilities. Cons ide r 
w h a t has been done w i t h M o t h e r ' s D a y in 
this c o u n t r y — " C o n s i d e r and b o w the 
h e a d ! " Cons ide r also F a t h e r ' s D a y , a n d 
h o w m u c h less successful it is commerc ia l ly . 
T h e cash regis ter has measu red h o w m u c h 
deeper the sen t imen t abou t m o t h e r s is t h a n 
the sen t iment abou t f a the r s , and in this 
respect the cash regis ter does no t lie. 

T h e r a r e book dea ler does a s imi lar 
th ing . H e is cons tan t ly e s t ima t ing senti-
m e n t a l va lues in t e rms of money . Suppose 
he auct ions off a m a n u s c r i p t of the Gettys-

burg Address. O n e can w a l k i n to any 
books tore and buy a p r i n t e d copy of this 
speech f o r a f e w cents. W h y did a C u b a n 
bibl iophile recent ly pay $ 5 4 , 0 0 0 fo r a copy 
in L inco ln ' s o w n h a n d w r i t i n g ? I t w a s 
sen t imen t p u r e and s i m p l e — $ 5 4 , 0 0 0 w o r t h 
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of s en t imen t . C e r t a i n l y no one supposes 
t h a t Senor C i n t a s b o u g h t it in o r d e r to have 
a copy of the t ex t h a n d y to read . T h e 
m a n u s c r i p t doubt less reposes n o w in a safe 
or vau l t , and the pu rchase r has indica ted 
his i n t en t ion of g iv ing it u l t ima te ly to some 
ins t i tu t ion . T h e r e it w i l l p robab ly again 
go in to a safe b u t wi l l come ou t on special 
occasions fo r exhibi t ion . I t is no o r d i n a r y 
his tor ical tex t . I t is a m u s e u m piece. 

T h e a n t i q u a r i a n bookman deals bo th in 
m u s e u m pieces and in his tor ical texts , b u t 
he loves the m u s e u m pieces best because they 
b r i n g the h ighest prices. I n f ac t he likes 
n o t h i n g be t t e r t h a n to take an his tor ical 
tex t a n d m a k e a m u s e u m piece o u t of it by 
f i nd ing t h a t it has some r a r e a n d u n u s u a l 
qua l i t y or some special association va lue . 

A " f i r s t ed i t i on , " p rov ided of course t h a t 
the w o r k itself is i m p o r t a n t , au toma t i ca l ly 
c o m m a n d s a h igh price. T h e n the re a re 
cer ta in specially qual i f ied types of f irst edi-
t ions. Suppose the real f irst edi t ion w a s in 
L a t i n , publ ished in L o n d o n . If a " f i r s t 
edi t ion in E n g l i s h t r a n s l a t i o n " can be 
f o u n d , it w i l l c o m m a n d a l i t t le p r e m i u m , 
t h o u g h no t so m u c h as the or ig ina l L a t i n . 
T h e same w i t h a " f i r s t edi t ion in Spanish 
t r a n s l a t i o n " or a " f i r s t edi t ion publ ished in 
I t a l y " or a " f i r s t Eng l i sh edi t ion publ i shed 
in H o l l a n d . " T h i s sor t of t h i n g can go 
on fo r a l o n g t i m e — a n d has. T h e r e m a y be 
a " f i r s t issue of a f irst ed i t i on , " and a recen t 
ca ta log even offers , w i t h all the emphas is 
of solid capi tals , a D a r w i n i tem in " T H E 
F I R S T S T A T E O F T H E F I R S T IS -
S U E O F T H E F I R S T E D I T I O N . " 5 

T h e r e m a y also be a " f i r s t edi t ion w i t h en-
g raved f ron t i sp iece" or a " f i r s t edi t ion w i t h 
the glosses of the c o m m e n t a t o r . " T h e L i -
b r a r y of Congres s in its las t a n n u a l r epo r t 
men t ions the acquis i t ion of a copy of the 
f irst edi t ion in book form of Poe ' s " T h e 

5 Wise words as to these and related terms are given 
by Paul S. Dunkin, " T h e State of the Issue," Papers 
of the Bibliographical Society of America 42:239-55, 
1948. 

R a v e n , " a l . p revious edi t ions h a v i n g ap-
peared in periodicals .6 

M a n y books a re i m p o r t a n t because of 
the i r association w i t h some f a m o u s person-
age of h is tory . A b o u t a year ago Boies 
P e n r o s e I I I , in Ph i l ade lph ia , showed m e a 
p lush -bound copy of a Psalter p r i n t ed on 
A p r i l 25 , 1544, f o r H e n r y V I I I . A p p a r -
en t ly it w a s a one-copy edi t ion, or if I 
m a y t ry to be technical abou t it, a v a r i a n t 
issue of S T C 3002 , da ted M a y 25, 1544. 
T h e v o l u m e w a s a p p a r e n t l y s t r u c k off espe-
cially f o r the k ing, a m o n t h ahead of the 
m a i n ed i t ion . A s I leafed t h r o u g h the book, 
I c ame to the P e n i t e n t i a l Psa lms , t he re 
headed " P s a l m e s fo r Forgyveness of 
Synnes , " w h i c h seemed a p p r o p r i a t e fo r 
H e n r y . I looked to see if those pages had 
been pa r t i cu l a r l y w o r n w i t h use, bu t t he re 
w a s no sign of i t . A t any ra te , he re w a s a 
b e a u t i f u l example of association va lue a n d 
first- issue va lue combined in one vo lume . 

T h e s tage is n o w set f o r the c l imax of 
o u r d r a m a . W e find o u r his tor ical li-
b r a r i a n con t inua l ly d r a w n by t w o conflict-
ing forces . T h e s e a re personif ied, respec-
tively, by the h i s to r ian a n d the r a r e book 
dealer . O n the r i gh t s t ands the h i s tor ian , 
t o w h o m the l i b ra r i an owes deep a n d w i l l i n g 
a l legiance a n d fo r w h o m he is a lways seek-
ing to acqui re add i t iona l r e a d i n g m a t t e r on 
some subjec t or p e r i o d — m o r e , in fac t , t h a n 
the b u d g e t can a f f o r d . O n the l e f t s t ands 
the book dealer , cons t an t ly d a n g l i n g rar i t ies , 
n a t u r a l l y a t r a r e prices, be fo re the l ib ra r i -
an ' s fasc ina ted eyes. 

" C a n you take a m o m e n t to look a t t h i s ? " 
says the dealer ins inua t ing ly . " W o u l d n ' t 
it be an in te res t ing i t em to p u t on display 
at the a n n u a l m e e t i n g of the F r i e n d s of the 
L i b r a r y ? A first edi t ion, in pe r fec t condi-
t ion, and qui te reasonable at $ 3 5 0 0 . A n -
o the r copy, l ack ing the b l ank leaf a t t he 

6 Pungently worded advice as to the economic value 
of first editions, damaged copies, and the like is of-
fered by Richard Booker, "Basic Non-Stock for Anti-
quarian Book Shops," in Antiquarian Bookman 4:1x3-
14, July 16, 1949. 
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end, w e n t fo r $ 4 3 7 5 a t L o r d H u m p t y 
D u m p ' s auc t ion sale th ree years ago. E x -
cept f o r t h a t copy a n d this, I k n o w of none 
t h a t has come on the m a r k e t in the last 
half cen tu ry . A n d d o n ' t f o rge t t h a t ou r 
copy has the b l ank leaf at the e n d . " If the 
l i b r a r i an shows signs of h a r d e n i n g his 
hea r t , t he dealer m a y add in a l o w voice, 
" I f w e could come to a decision this a f t e r -
noon, I t h ink I could shave 10 per cent off 
the p r i ce . " 

P o o r l i b r a r i a n ! Y o u r e m e m b e r the 
w o r d s of L a u n c e l o t Gobbo , in the Merchant 

of Venice. T o r n by an agony of indeci-
sion, w i s h i n g to r u n a w a y f r o m his mas t e r 
b u t k n o w i n g t h a t he o u g h t no t to go, he 
exc la ims : 

"Budge ," says the fiend. "Budge not ," says 
my conscience. "Conscience," say I, you 
counsel w e l l " ; "F iend ," say I, "you counsel 
well ." 

I t is a classic example of divided purposes, 
a n d I t h ink w e m a y imagine our l ib ra r i an -
he ro p a r a p h r a s i n g the speech s o m e w h a t as 
f o l l o w s : 

"Buy," says the dealer. "Buy not ," says the 
historian, adding in severe tones: " W h a t this 
l ibrary needs is not rari t ies but reading mat t e r . 
Remember those 86 volumes of Abhandlungen 
of the Pruss ian Academy of Sciences, His-
torische-Philosophische Klasse, tha t we don't 
have and you decided last month tha t we 
couldn' t afford to get? T h e y wouldn ' t have 
cost a third as much as this." 

T h e confl ict of in teres ts is d r ama t i c . 
T h e scholar asks fo r r e a d i n g m a t t e r and the 
bookman offers rar i t ies , w h i l e the l ib ra r i an , 
w i t h a s t r ic t ly l imi ted budge t fo r n e w ac-
quisi t ions, is the l i t t le m a n in be tween . 
H e m a y t r y to sa t is fy bo th m a s t e r s — a 
good m a n y l ib ra r ians have a t t e m p t e d i t — 
bu t w e have it on h igh a u t h o r i t y t h a t you 
c a n n o t serve G o d and m a m m o n . Some li-
b r a r i an s have never been qui te c lear 
w h e t h e r they w e r e c o n d u c t i n g a l i t e r a ry 
m u s e u m of rar i t ies or a scholar ly w o r k s h o p 

of sourcebooks. Some of them, t r y i n g to 
do both , have developed spli t personal i t ies , 
a n d one such, on the day w h e n he had to 
appor t ion his a n n u a l budge t f o r acquisi t ions, 
is said to have paced the floor w i t h a 
daisy in his hand , pu l l ing off the peta ls and 
m u r m u r i n g : " R a r i t i e s ! R e a d i n g m a t t e r ! 
R a r i t i e s ! R e a d i n g m a t t e r ! " I do no t 
vouch fo r t h a t s tory, b u t it could have 
happened . 

A n d n o w i t is t ime f o r a change of 
scene a n d tempo. L e t us flash back to the 
F r a n c o - P r u s s i a n W a r and the siege of P a r i s 
in the w i n t e r of 1870. W i t h i n the be-
leaguered city w a s an except ional ly skil led 
p h o t o g r a p h e r w h o had developed the a r t of 
m a k i n g m i n i a t u r e p ic tures of f a m o u s scenes 
in Par i s . H e p u t t h e m on bits of photo-
g raph ic film and fixed t h e m in a device like 
a telescope, w h i c h magni f ied the p ic tures to 
the poin t of visibil i ty. T h e s e w e r e qu i te in 
d e m a n d and b r o u g h t r a t h e r h igh prices. 

T h e p h o t o g r a p h e r w a s n a m e d P r u d e n t 
R e n e P a t r i c e D a g r o n . A s the siege of 
P a r i s progressed, he conceived the idea of 
p h o t o g r a p h i n g pages of p r in t ed n e w s dis-
patches and conveying t h e m on t iny films by 
ca r r ie r pigeon across the G e r m a n lines. 
T h e chief need w a s to ge t n e w s in to the city 
f r o m the outs ide. H e t h e r e f o r e loaded his 
pho tograph ic equ ipmen t in to t w o balloons, 
w h i c h he n a m e d the " N i e p c e " and the 
" D a g u e r r e , " in h o n o r of the t w o f a m o u s 
inven to r s of pho tog raph i c processes. T h e 
" D a g e r r e " w a s shot d o w n . T h e " N i e p c e , " 
c a r ry ing D a g r o n , one assis tant , and 6 0 0 
k i lograms of equ ipment , passed the G e r m a n 
l ines bu t l anded u n c o m f o r t a b l y close to 
t h e m . Di sgu i s ing themselves as f a r m e r s 
t r a n s p o r t i n g wine , the re fugees w i t h the i r 
baggage m a n a g e d to e lude the p u r s u i n g 
G e r m a n s a n d a f t e r n ine days reached T o u r s 
in an unoccupied por t ion of F r a n c e . F r o m 
here, d u r i n g the course of the w i n t e r , D a -
g ron sent some 115 ,000 dispatches to P a r i s 
by ca r r ie r pigeon to give the city news . 
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W h e n the w a r w a s over, D a g r o n w r o t e a 
book abou t his exploits , a n d to each copy 
he a t t ached a sample of the ac tua l f i lm t h a t 
had been used d u r i n g the siege.7 A t the 
L i b r a r y of Congres s I r ecen t ly examined 
this w o r k a n d its 79-year-old piece of f i lm. 
T h e r educ t ion ra t io is l a r g e — a b o u t 32 to 1, 
or a lmos t twice the r educ t ion c u s t o m a r y to-
day. T h e old f i lm is t h e r e f o r e no t legible in 
ou r m o d e r n r e a d i n g machines , b u t w i t h the 
aid of a l o w - p o w e r microscope an en l a rged 
p r i n t has been m a d e . T h i s , t h o u g h a l i t t l e 
b l u r r e d , is sti l l r eadable . 8 

So f a r as is k n o w n , t h a t is the f irst t ime 
t h a t w r i t t e n or p r i n t e d d o c u m e n t s w e r e 
ever copied pho tog raph ica l l y on mic ro f i lm. 
H o w the inven t ion has s p r e a d ! T o d a y , as 
you k n o w , the d o c u m e n t a r y mi rco f i lm is a 
commonp lace t h r o u g h o u t the business w o r l d 
a n d the l ea rned w o r l d . B a n k s use it t o re-
cord checks. Fac to r i e s use i t to m u l t i p l y 
b luep r in t s a n d plans . L i b r a r i e s use it to 

» cha rge ou t books. Also , research l ib rar ies 
use it to copy the tex ts of ar t ic les a n d books 
w a n t e d by o u t - o f - t o w n pa t rons . M o r e o v e r 
— a n d this is of p resen t i m p o r t a n c e — t h e y 
a re beg inn ing to use it extensively in the 
copying of historical documents and rare 

books. 

A t this po in t sound the bugles . A w h i t e 
k n i g h t comes r i d i n g over the d i s t an t h i l l . A s 
he d r a w s nea r , w e see t h a t his sh in ing rai-
m e n t is rea l ly a p h o t o g r a p h e r ' s a p r o n . I n 
one h a n d he car r ies a c a m e r a a n d in the 
o t h e r a r e a d i n g mach ine . T h a t is no t a ha lo 
on his head b u t a ro l l of mic ro f i lm . H e is 

7 Dagron, P. R. P. , La Poste par Pigeons Voya-
geurs . . . [Paris] 1870-1871, 24 pages. A translation, 
in extremely stilted English, was also published in 
the same year under the title: The Post by Travelling 
Pigeons. The Library of Congress has both editions. 
The Huntington Library has a copy of the French. 

8 The enlargement was made from the piece of film 
attached to the copy at the Huntington Library, and 
samples of the enlarged pages were published by 
L. Bendikson, "How Long Wil l Reproductions on 35-
Millimeter Film L a s t ? " in Library Journal 60:143-45, 
1935. Each film contained 16 pages, originally about 
32 cm. high. A l l except the first or cover page con-
tained three narrow columns of brief dispatches, about 
100 lines to the column. Each strip of film measured 
3 x 5 cm., and 18 of these strips—Dagron calls them 
"pellicules"-—were inserted in a feather quill and at-
tached to the leg of the carrier pigeon. The load for 
each pigeon was about 1 gram. 

h u r r y i n g to rescue o u r h e r o f r o m schizo-
ph ren i a . 

N o longer need the his tor ica l l i b r a r i an on 
his b u d g e t - a p p o r t i o n m e n t day pu l l petals 
f r o m a daisy. So f a r as the need f o r source-
books is concerned , t he mic ro f i lm has meas-
u r a b l y f r eed h im f r o m the book dea ler ' s 
monopo ly . If his o w n l i b ra ry does n o t have 
a desired r a r e book, some o the r l i b ra ry is 
a lmos t sure to have it a n d to be w i l l i n g to 
let it be f i lmed, p robab ly a t a cost of a dol-
l a r or t w o . F i r s t , of course, if the w o r k is 
qu i t e u n u s u a l , one m u s t find w h a t l i b r a ry 
has a copy, bu t the re a re un ion catalogs, 
bo th reg iona l a n d na t iona l , w h i c h m a k e a 
business of t h a t . 

Some consider the inven t ion of d o c u m e n -
t a r y m i c r o f i l m i n g to be as g r ea t a revolu-
t ion as the inven t ion of p r i n t i ng . T h i s I 
r a t h e r doub t , b u t its inf luence has been con-
s iderable . N o t only does it b r i n g an occa-
sional book f r o m an o u t - o f - t o w n l i b r a ry f o r 
an ind iv idua l scholar , b u t it has m a d e pos-
sible in h is tor ica l fields the k ind of acquisi-
t ion p r o g r a m n o w be ing a t t e m p t e d in o u r 
C l e v e l a n d B r a n c h . W e have t h e r e the o lder 
books f r o m the A r m y M e d i c a l L i b r a r y — i n 
genera l , those publ i shed ear l ie r t h a n the 
year 1800. F o r the fifteenth c e n t u r y w e 
have abou t 3 0 0 separa te ed i t ions of medica l 
sourcebooks. T h e r e a re k n o w n to be a b o u t 
8 5 0 such edi t ions in all . W e have t h e r e f o r e 
abou t one th i rd of the to ta l and are t r y i n g 
to secure the res t on mic ro f i lm f r o m o the r 
l ibrar ies . Such edi t ions a re usua l ly so r a r e 
t h a t they wi l l never again come u p f o r sale, 
and w e could n o t a f fo rd to purchase t h e m if 
they did . M i c r o p h o t o g r a p h y offers the on ly 
possible chance of s ecu r ing mos t of these 
tex ts . 

F o r the s ix teen th c e n t u r y w e have a b o u t 
4 0 0 0 medica l edi t ions in C l e v e l a n d . F r o m 
the N e w Y o r k A c a d e m y of M e d i c i n e w e 
are t r y i n g to secure on f i lm some 5 0 0 o the r s 
w h i c h they have and w e do no t have . F r o m 
the Bib l io theque N a t i o n a l e in P a r i s w e are 
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h o p i n g t o secure films of a b o u t i o o o m o r e . 
St i l l o t h e r s w e shal l a t t e m p t to ge t w h e r -
ever w e can loca te t h e m . W h e n t h e j o b is 
done , w e sha l l te l l you h o w m a n y s ix t een th 
c e n t u r y m e d i c a l ed i t ions t h e r e a re . O u r 
p r e s e n t guess is f r o m 1 0 , 0 0 0 to 12 ,000 . If 
w e ever finish t h e s i x t een th c e n t u r y , t h e 
s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y w i l l be a w a i t i n g us, a n d 
a f t e r t h a t , if any one has t h e c o u r a g e to 
a t t a c k it , t h e e i g h t e e n t h . 9 

M e d i c i n e is n o t t h e on ly field in w h i c h 
the possibi l i ty of a s s e m b l i n g a c o m p l e t e his-
to r ica l co l lec t ion n o w opens u p . F o r some 
2 0 yea r s t h e L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s has used 
m i c r o f i l m as a n acqu is t ion tool a n d has ac-
c u m u l a t e d a t o t a l of a b o u t 7 5 , 0 0 0 ro l l s a n d 
s t r ips . I t s m a j o r p r o j e c t of this n a t u r e has 
c e n t e r e d on t h e sources f o r A m e r i c a n his-
t o r y in f o r e i g n a rch ives a n d m a n u s c r i p t col-
lec t ions . O v e r 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 exposu re s f r o m 
such m a t e r i a l have been assembled to da t e . 1 0 

T h e L i b r a r y of C o n g r e s s is also c o l l a b o r a t -
i ng ac t ive ly in t h e t a sk of filming the e a r l y 
r e c o r d s of o u r v a r i o u s s t a t e g o v e r n m e n t s . 1 1 

T h i s c o m p r e h e n s i v e type of col lec t ion , as 
you w i l l h a v e suspec ted , is w h a t I h a d in 
m i n d in a n n o u n c i n g the topic, " H i s t o r i c a l 
L i b r a r i e s — N e w S t y l e . " T h a n k s to m i c r o -
p h o t o g r a p h y , i t is n o w possible f o r a r ea l ly 
d e t e r m i n e d pe r son to assemble a f a i r l y c o m -
ple te l i b r a r y on the h i s to ry of a n y p a r t i c u l a r 

9 In an early issue of the Library Quarterly I am 
publishing a more complete description of our medico-
historical microfilm project than is possible here. 

10 These figures are reported by Dan Lacy, "Micro-
filming as a Major Acquisition Tool: Policies, Plans, 
and Problems," in the Library of Congress Quarterly 
Journal of Current Acquisitions 6:8-17, 1949. His 
article is a systematic reconsideration, with a view to 
expansion, of microfilm acquisition policies, especially 
for "retrospective materials which can often be ob-
tained only in microcopy." i.e., for historically signifi-
cant rare books and documents. 

1 1 This is now known as the State Documents Micro-
film Project, which is the third stage of a Legislative 
Journals Microfilm Project entered into in 1941 by the 
Library of Congress and the University of North 
Carolina. It has been recently described by the direc-
tor, William S. Jenkins, "State Documents Microfilms 
as Research Sources for Law Libraries," in Law Li-
brary Journal 16:77-87, 1948. See also the project's 
Progress Report 1947-1948, 31 pages, mimeographed, 
signed by the director. The 11 classes under which 
the materials are being arranged are described by 
William S. Jenkins, "Records of the United States, a 
Microfilm Compilation," in the Library of Congress 
Quarterly Journal of Current Acquisitions 6:3-7, 1949-
A t present there are some 1200 ioo-foot rolls repre-
senting nearly 3,000,000 pages of text, both printed 
and manuscript. 

s u b j e c t . H e w i l l n e v e r secure qu i t e every-
t h i n g . T h e r e w i l l a l w a y s be a f e w i t ems in 
p r i v a t e h a n d s w h i c h t h e o w n e r s w i l l n o t 
a l l o w to be copied. T h e r e w i l l also be a 
f e w ed i t ions of w h i c h t h e r e is n o s u r v i v i n g 
e x a m p l e . A n d yet , w i t h these a n d p e r h a p s 
o t h e r l imi t a t ions , such a l i b r a r y can be m a d e 
n e a r l y c o m p l e t e — f a r m o r e so t h a n has ever 
b e f o r e been possible. N o co l lec to r l iv ing , 
say, in t he s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y cou ld have 
done half so w e l l . C o m m u n i c a t i o n w a s 
t h e n too diff icul t , a n d t h e r e w e r e n o com-
prehens ive book lists w h e n the a r t of p r i n t -
i n g w a s y o u n g . 

T h e s tyle of such a l i b r a r y is n e w in t w o 
n o t a b l e respects . O n t h e one h a n d , as w e 
have seen, it can aspi re to comple teness . O n 
the o t h e r h a n d , i t w i l l inev i t ab ly c o n t a i n 
m o r e m i c r o f i l m copies t h a n it does a c t u a l 
books. T h e s e f e a t u r e s p r e s e n t a d v a n t a g e s 
a n d d i s advan t ages . 

T h e a d v a n t a g e of i ts be ing c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
is obvious , a n d a subs id ia ry a d v a n t a g e is t he 
f a c t t h a t w h e n such a col lec t ion has once 
been assembled a n d is a d e q u a t e l y descr ibed 
in a c a t a l o g or list , t he w o r k w i l l n o t need 
to be done over aga in . T h e m a t e r i a l shou ld 
be r e a d y f o r h i s to r i ans of th i s o r a n y f u t u r e 
g e n e r a t i o n to use. 

C o m p l e t e n e s s a n d finality—these a r e t w o 
g r e a t a d v a n t a g e s , even t h o u g h they can 
neve r be qu i t e p e r f e c t l y a t t a i n e d . A g a i n s t 
t h e m m u s t be set t he d i s a d v a n t a g e of h a v i n g 
a l a rge p r o p o r t i o n of t h e co l lec t ion n o t in 
book f o r m b u t o n film. N o film copy is ever 
so s a t i s f ac to ry to use as the book i t se l f . 
W i t h th is in m i n d w e have a d o p t e d in t he 
C l e v e l a n d B r a n c h a pol icy of c o n t i n u i n g to 
b u y the a c t u a l books if t hey a re ava i lab le , 
p a y i n g m u c h m o r e f o r t h e m t h a n w e w o u l d 
h a v e to pay f o r a film copy. T h e decision 
to pay a p r e m i u m pr ice is based on severa l 
f a c t o r s , t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t be ing the pres-
ence of i l l u s t r a t ions , especial ly co lored il-
l u s t r a t i o n s . T h e s e se ldom s h o w u p w e l l on 
film. W e also disl ike to h a v e t he e n t i r e l i t -
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e ra ry t r ad i t i on of any given t i t le on f i lm 
only. If possible, w e a im to secure in book 
f o r m at least one edi t ion, p r e f e r a b l y the 
f irs t . 

F r o m the f inancial po in t of v iew the f i lm 
in some cases has an a d v a n t a g e fo r the his-
tor ica l s t u d e n t . If his desired sources a re in 
o u t - o f - t o w n l ibrar ies and can be sent to h im 
only in the f o r m of mic rof i lm copies, he is 
usua l ly expected to pay fo r m a k i n g such a 
copy. B u t a f i lm copy m a d e f r o m a f i lm 
costs only a f r a c t i o n as m u c h as a film copy 
m a d e f r o m the book. T h e l a t t e r requi res a 
good deal of h a n d w o r k by the o p e r a t o r in 
t u r n i n g the pages. T h e f o r m e r is p roduced 
mechan ica l ly by a con tac t p r i n t e r in a very 
f e w m o m e n t s a n d a t r a t h e r s l ight expense.1 2 

D a g r o n ' s m e m o r a b l e expe r imen t has had 
r evo lu t i ona ry resul ts , some of t h e m cer-
ta in ly no t yet f u l l y explo i ted . A m o n g o t h e r 
th ings it is m a k i n g possible this n e w style 
of his tor ical l ib ra ry , w h i c h in t u r n is in-
fluencing the w o r k and the in t e r r e l a t ions of 
t h ree i m p o r t a n t professions, those of the 
h is tor ian , the a n t i q u a r i a n b o o k m a n a n d the 
l ib ra r i an . 

T o the h i s to r ian it is b r i n g i n g an a lmos t 
emba r r a s s ing w e a l t h of source ma te r i a l , 
p rac t ica l ly pool ing f o r his use the ho ld ings 
of the w o r l d ' s l ibrar ies . T h e s e resources 
a re j u s t beg inn ing to be o rgan ized acco rd ing 
to subjec ts on the basis of the n e w me thods , 
bu t w h e n such o r g a n i z a t i o n is comple te , the 
h is tor ian wi l l ce r t a in ly no longer compla in 
of the lack of a d e q u a t e source ma te r i a l s . 
A l r e a d y in some fields he has been hea rd to 
compla in of a s u p e r a b u n d a n c e , a n d at t imes 
he w r y l y a d m i t s t h a t in m a n y w a y s h is tory 
w a s easier to w r i t e w h e n the records w e r e 

12 Lacy, op. cit., n. 10, discusses the question of 
the pricing of "positive prints of negative microfilm." 
By this he evidently means not full-sized positive 
prints on paper, but microphotographic positive films 
made from negative films. He suggests charging in, 
say, one-fourth of the original cost of making the nega-
tive film whenever a customer orders a positive micro-
film made from that negative. The suggestion is likely 
to be resisted. He also recommends "the general ac-
ceptance of the interlibrary loan of positive prints of 
microfilms." This the A r m y Medical Library is al-
ready doing. 

f e w e r . N e a t e r theor ies w e r e then possible, 
u n h a m p e r e d by too m a n y inconven ien t fac ts . 

T o the a n t i q u a r i a n b o o k m a n the n e w -
fang led processes of mic rocopy ing m a y ap-
pear to offer an economic t h r e a t . A c t u a l l y 
the d a n g e r to his monopo ly is no t too g rea t , 
t h o u g h some change is inevi table . T h e eco-
nomic a d j u s t m e n t requ i red , howeve r , by the 
mic rof i lm is s low a n d sl ight in compar i son 
w i t h t h a t r equ i red , in this p resen t year of 
grace, by the r eopen ing of the con t i nen t a l 
book m a r k e t s . I nd i r ec t ly , moreove r , the 
microf i lm, by f ac i l i t a t ing his tor ical research 
in the smal le r univers i t ies a n d colleges, 
should spread the in te res t in th ings histori-
cal to the r e m o t e r regions a n d u l t ima te ly 
s t imu la t e the purchase of r a r e books over a 
w i d e r a rea . T o be sure, w h a t the t r a d e 
k n o w s as " c r ipp l e s " may , u n d e r the compe-
t i t ion of the film, become increas ingly diffi-
cu l t to sell. B u t no film, it is we l l to re-
m e m b e r , w i l l ever m a t c h the l u r e of a " f i r s t 
edi t ion in pe r fec t c o n d i t i o n . " L i t e r a r y m u -
seums in this c o u n t r y seem dest ined to in-
crease in n u m b e r a n d size, a n d they can 
on ly be bui l t ou t of fine books, n o t ou t of 
p h o t o g r a p h i c copies. I have yet to see any-
one lean over a display case a n d exc la im 
a t the beau ty a n d r a r i t y of a rol l of mic ro-
film. 

I t is the l i b ra r i an , n a t u r a l l y , w h o receives 
the pr inc ipa l impac t of the n e w style of his-
tor ica l l i b ra ry . D a g r o n ' s inven t ion has in-
fluenced h im in a dozen d i f f e ren t ways , bu t 
in no w a y m o r e f u n d a m e n t a l l y t h a n by help-
ing h im to d is t inguish his func t ions . T h e s e 
a re basical ly two , a n d it is no t m e r e face-
t iousness to suggest t h a t a c lear d is t inc t ion 
be tween t h e m has an a lmos t psychia t r ic 
va lue f o r the l i b r a r i an . A s a l i t e r a ry m u -
seum his in s t i tu t ion m u s t have books, real 
books, r a r e and fine books. A s a col lect ion 
of h is tor ica l t ex ts f o r scholars to read , it 
m i g h t conceivably consist of film copies on ly . 
F o r cen tur ies these t w o aspects of the his-

(Continued on page 68) 
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sober c i t izen the use of books w i t h i n the 
bu i ld ing . Is it n o t f a r m o r e prac t ica l to 
a l l ow the ou t s ider to take his book w i t h h im 
and use it a t home, p rov ided the v o l u m e is 
n o t res t r ic ted because of class use, r e fe rence 
use, f r ag i l i ty , ra r i ty , etc. ? 

H o m e use is a g r e a t convenience to mos t 
people. T h e t r u s t impl ic i t in such a loan 
wi l l occasional ly r e t u r n d iv idends . ( M a n y 
have jo ined the " F r i e n d s " because of the 
b o r r o w i n g pr ivi lege. Checks as h igh as 
$ 5 0 have come f r o m these people . ) T h e r e 
need be no special f ea r of the book thief , 
w h o w i l l steal regard less of the b o r r o w i n g 
privi lege. P e n n s y l v a n i a has h a d a lmos t no 
t r oub l e w i t h la te r e t u r n , a n d p r o m p t l y 
weeds ou t the careless. O n m a n y occasions, 
loans of single books have been approved 
fo r -peop le w h o w e r e t rans ien ts , w i t h o u t re-
quest f o r any ident i f ica t ion . A n honest- look-
ing, decent ly dressed s t r a n g e r w i t h a good 
reason fo r r e a d i n g a book and enough 
u r g e n c y to come to the un ivers i ty l ib ra ry is 
a p r e t t y safe bet fo r a loan w o r t h a t mos t a 

f e w dol la rs . L o a n i n g a book f o r home use 
is abou t the cheapest t h i n g a l ib ra ry can do. 
R e f e r e n c e service, r e a d i n g r o o m privi lege, 
and so on a re all f a r m o r e expensive. T h e 
genera l res t r ic t ion of this pr ivi lege a t the 
l a rge un ivers i ty l ibrar ies is, in the l igh t of 
ou r f a i r l y long, extensive exper ience at 
Pennsy lvan i a , based on fea r s w h i c h seem 
comple te ly u n w a r r a n t e d . T h e r e is an op-
p o r t u n i t y here fo r the un ivers i ty to do a 
g r ea t publ ic service a n d w i n cons iderable 
good wi l l at ve ry smal l expense, p rov ided 
good j u d g m e n t is exercised. T h e then 
P r e s i d e n t G a t e s s ta ted the goal concisely 
some years a g o : 

The University of Pennsylvania Library . . . 
accepts . . . a responsibility for service to the 
community at large and to the student world 
at large. It opens its doors and extends its 
facilities liberally to all those seeking knowl-
edge out of books . . .2 

2 Bibliographical Planning Committee of Philadelphia, 
Philadelphia Libraries, a Survey of Facilities, Needs, 
and Opportunities. University of Pennsylvania Press, 
1 9 4 2 , p. 59. 
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tor ical l i b r a ry have been con fused a n d in-
t e r d e p e n d e n t . Scholars have t r ave led to f a r 
coun t r i e s a t g r ea t expense in o r d e r to r ead 
books and m a n u s c r i p t s no t ava i lab le a t 
home. T o d a y the texts , as texts , a re be ing 
m a d e avai lable a lmos t anj^where . B u t in 
the i r qua l i ty as m u s e u m pieces the books 
themselves a re no t t r a n s p o r t a b l e by such 
means . T h e i r pres t ige va lue and the i r text 
va lue a re n o w clear ly separable , w i t h 
m a r k e d benefi ts to t he peace of m i n d of the 
his tor ical l i b r a r i an . H e admin is te r s , f o r 
research purposes , n o t mere ly the ac tua l 

books in his o w n l ib ra ry , no t mere ly such 
mic ro f i lm copies as he m a y have secured 
f r o m o t h e r collections, bu t po ten t i a l ly all 
the p e r t i n e n t texts in the pub l ic l ibrar ies of. 
the w o r l d . H e admin is te r s , f o r m u s e u m 
purposes, as m a n y fine books, i l l u s t r a t ed 
manusc r ip t s , a r t i s t ic b ind ings a n d o the r 
rar i t ies as he is able to assemble in his o w n 
ins t i tu t ion , w h e r e persons of educa t ion a n d 
d i s ce rnmen t m a y a d m i r e a n d e n j o y t h e m . 
I n a society such as ours it w o u l d be ven-
tu re some to say t h a t e i ther of these purposes 
is m o r e i m p o r t a n t t h a n the o the r . 
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