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Kinosternon scorpioides scorpioides is the only sub-species of K. scorpioides with
a distribution in South America. The register shows another new site for K. s.
scorpioides, in the municipality of Imperatriz MA Brazil and the first report in
the meso-region of Western Maranhao, River Tocantins. The municipality lies
in the south-western region of the state and is known as the gate to the Amazon

region, corroborating the importance of K. s. scorpioides inventories.
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RESUMO. Kinosternon scorpioides scorpioides € a
Unica subespécie de K. scorpioides com uma distri-
buicdo sul-americano. Este registro representa uma
nova localidade para o K. s. scorpioides no municipio
de Imperatriz, Estado do Maranhao e o primeiro na
mesorregido Oeste Maranhense, Rio Tocantins. O
municipio se localiza no Sudoeste do Estado (co-
ordenadas) e conhecida como portal da Amazonia,
reforcando a importancia dos inventarios de K. s.
scorpioides.

PALAVRAS-CHAVE. Imperatriz, Rio Tocantins, Ama-
zOnia, tartaruga.

HISTORIC

Kinosternon scorpioides (Figure 1) is a turtle spe-
cies found on the banks of rivers and flooded fields
of certain regions of the state of Maranhao, Brazil,
mainly in the Baixada Maranhense. They are an in-
tegral part of the wild fauna of the Maranhao (Via-
na et al. 2013). In the present record, K. scorpioides,

Figure 1. Specimen of‘fzgno;;%-:ibn séorpiotdes scorpioides from Impera-
triz, Maranhao, Brazil. Photo by P.C. Viana.

with carapace and plastron length at 137 mm and

110mm, respectively, was found walking on the

sand bank of the river Tocantins, municipality of

Imperatriz MA, Brazil, known as the gate of the
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Amazonian region. The area belongs to the micro-
-region of Imperatriz, one of the micro-regions of
the Brazilian state of Maranhdo linked to the me-
so-region of Western Maranhdo. The municipali-
ty lies on the southwestern region of the state at
5°31'32"S and 47°28'37"W, distant 626 km from the
state capital Sdo Luis (Figure 2).

There is a transition from the savannah to the
Amazon forest in the northern section of the River
Tocantins basin (especially in the states of Para and
Maranhao). In fact, they are the most representa-
tive biomes of South America (Silva and Bates,
2002). Featuring the most extensive section of the
river Tocantins basin, the savannah contains spe-
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Figure 2. Map shows the known occurrence of Kinos-
ternon scorpioides scorpioides in the states of Maranhao,
Mato Grosso and Rondonia, and the nearest known lo-
calities in states of Amazonas and Par4, Brazil: 1 - Sao
Luis, Tapajos River, Para (Pritchard and Trebbau 1984),
2 - Manicoré, Madeira River, Amazonas (Iverson 1992,
Cabrera and Colantonio 1997, Berry and Iverson 2001),
3 - Serra Sul, Serra dos Carajas, Pard (Carvalho-]Jr. et
al. 2008), 4 - River Cristalino, Mato Grosso (Vitt et al.
2009), 5 - Cachoeira do Nazaré, River Machado, Ron-
doénia (Cabrera and Colantonio 1997, Berry and Iver-
son 2001), 6 - Aripuana, River Aripuand, Mato Grosso
(Costa et al. 2010, 7 - River Tapirapé, Mato Grosso (Pri-
tchard and Trebbau 1984, Iverson 1992, Cabrera and
Colantonio 1997), 8 - the towns of Cururupu, Pinhei-
ros, Turilandia and Cedral (Barreto et al. 2010), 9 - Ri-
ver Tocantins, Imperatriz, Maranhao (current study).

cies scantily known but endangered as Trachemys
scripta and Podocnemis expansa. So that the diver-
sity of turtles in the savannah may be conserved,
priority conservation areas in the state of Tocantins
and Maranhao require further research and protec-
tion by law. The river Tocantins basin has under-
gone significant anthropic impacts. In fact, up to
1998, almost half the area (49%) has been transfor-
med into cash crop land and pasturelands (Costa
et al. 2003) whilst most of the river course has alre-

ady been impacted by hydroelectric plants (Brasil
2007).

Vegetation originally belongs to the Open Om-
brophile Forest. The Semideciduous Seasonal Fo-
rest and transitional formations are predominant
south of the municipality of Imperatriz, whilst the
savannah comes next within the semi-humid tropi-
cal climate (Vogt et al. 2001, IBGE 2011). Following
classification by Koppen & Geiger (1928), the cli-
mate is Aw, tropically hot and wet, with dry win-
ters. Mean monthly temperature is less than 26°C
and lowest temperatures do not exceed 18°C in the
winter. The new record is relevance for inventories
on the geo-distribution of Kinosternon scorpioides
in the pre-Amazon region and to development of
strategies for conservation of the species.
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