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On Some | ssues
Promoting Successful
Second Language

L earning and Teaching

his paper is concerned with some means of facilitating
: successful second or foreign language learning and
~ teaching. It indicates that: a) a favourable attitude and a high
¥ \ level of motivation go hand in hand with successful learning;
- s b) in the foreign language classroom the employment of
authentic texts is effective; ¢) autonomy is one of the
necessary conditions for successful language learning.

The article also aims at emphasizing the crucia
importance of language learning strategies in foreign

language learning and the teacher’s role in strategy training.

it Zatikian

Motivation

Second language acquisition is a complicated psycho-
linguistic process. The success of this process depends crucialy on a well-organized
schedule of learning, on the activity of its participants, i.e. learners and teachers, and also
on the creation of conditions that feed the natural learning process. The role of
motivation isvery important in facilitating successful second language learning. Positive
attitudes are conducive to increased motivation, while negative attitudes have the
opposite effect.

Research tends to confirm that a favourable attitude and a high level of motivation go
hand in hand with second-language learning success. According to most scholars,
motivation is one of the key factors that influence the rate and success of second or foreign
language learning. The learner’s psychological state in second language learning iscrucial.
The positive influence of motivation on the psychological state of learners ensures success.
Experience has shown that the best successis achieved by those learners who are the most
motivated. Psychological preparation, predisposition, positive motivation and successful
learning are closaly interrelated. This can be shown graphically.

Psychological ¢ ¢Preparati0n
Motivation ~<>  Success
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In langnage learning people are motivated in different ways and to different degrees,
depending on their goals and attitude to language leaming.

The establishment of a positive and friendly relationship between learners and
teachers and among learners is significant in motivating students. The teacher’s role is
crucial in motivating students. [t is from the skills of professional teachers that positive
emotions and atlitudes towards the target language arise. Ounly successful teachers can
raise the degree of motivalion, convince leamers of their abilities, and thus ensure
success. It requires a great deal of effort and tact from teachers to help their learners to
accept advice. As a maller of principle, leamers should be encouraged to observe
themselves as they use their target language, noting the circumstances in which they
succeed and those in which they have difficulties, and exploring why the difficulties
arise. Learners should be convinced ihat their failures and shortcomings can be ascribed
to a lack of effective strategies rather than to a lack of potential. This encouragement
should be regarded as a necessary factor for the provision of both molivation and
success. A teacher should be able to plan interesting sessions. An interesting session is a
successful session. A session is a combination (sum-total) of various activities in a light-
hearted and an easy-going atmosphere, aiming at raising the rate of motivation and the
achievement of success.

Problem solving could be one of the various activities planned to motivate students,
to seize (heir attention and at the same time to facilitate language acquisition. It also
develops students” eritical thinking abilities.

The employment of various games motivates students’ interests in and association
with the text, and improves thinking abilities.

Authentic Texts

The employment of authentic texts is crucial in communicative language teaching
methodology, They are more interesting than texts which have been invented. Authentic
texts are more likely to have acquisition-proimoting content than invented texts.
Common sense dictates that in the language classroom we should try 1o create conditions
for leaming which are as close as possible to those of natural acquisition,

In the foreign language classroom authentic texts are a substitute for the community
of native speakers within which natural language acquisition occurs; the more authentic
texts we provide our learners with, the more opportunities we shall create for successful
acquisition to take place. Thus authentic texts create conditions that feed the natural
learning process. The great virtue of using authentic texts as the basis of productive
exercises is that they provide learners with thematic, discourse, grammatical and lexical
frameworks within which to work.

Rescarch shows that learners are capable of much more creative work than is often
supposed, always provided they are given time and space in which to leam. This means that
work on authentic texts should be explicitly concerned 1o develop leamners autonomy.

Autonomy
Autonomy is very important both as an educational goal and as a characteristic of
learning in general and language learning in particular. Effective language learning
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depends on the extent to which learners achieve autonomy.

The autonomous language classroom or learning scheme will seek to create the
conditions in which learning proceeds by negotiation, interaction and problem solving.
The teacher’s role is changed from purveyor of information to counsellor and manager
of learning resources.

The benefits that should arise from the development of learner autenomy in adult
education may be summarized 4s follows:

+ because the learner sets the agenda, learning should be more effective both
immediately and in the longer term;

» because responsibility for the learning process lies with the learner, the barriers
between learning and living that are often found in traditional teacher-led educational
structures should not arise;

¢ if there are no barriers between learning and living, learners should have little
difficulty in transferring their capacity for autonomous behaviour to all ather areas of
their lives and this should make them more effective participants in the democratic
process. Learners start to recognize their individuality, personality and feel
independent and mature,

The Impeortance of Language Learning Strategies

in Langunage Learning and Teaching

Since the amount of information to be processed by language learners is high in the
language classroom, learners use different language learning strategies in performing the
tasks and processing the new inpul they face. Language leaming strategies are good
indicators of how learners approach tasks or problems encountered during the process of
language learning. In other words, language learning strategies give language teachexs
valuable clues about how their students assess the situation, plan and select appropriate
skills so as to understand, learn, or remember new input presented in the language
classroom. According to Fedderholdt, the language learner capable of using a wide
variety of language learning stratepies appropriately can improve his language skills in
a better way. Lessard-Clouston slates that language learning strategies contribute to the
development of the communicative competence of the students. Language teachers
aiming at developing the communicative competence of the students and language
leaming should be familiar with language learning strategies. Besides developing the
communicative competence of the students, teachers who train students to use language
leaming stralegies can help them become better language learners. Helping students
understand good language learning strategies and training them te develop and use such
good language [earning strategies can be regarded as the characteristics of a good
language teacher. The teacher learns from his students as much as he tries to help them
with English. It should be strongly stressed that using the same good language learning
striategies does not guarantee that bad learners will also become successful in language
learning since other factors like age, gender, personality, motivation, self-concept, life-
experience, learning style, exciternent, anxiety may also play a role in success.
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The Teacher’s Role in Strategy Training

The teacher should have adequate knowledge about the students, their goals,
interests, motivations, language learning strategies, and their understanding of the course
to be tanght. It is a fact that each learner within the same classroom may have diffarent
learning styles and varied awareness of the use of strategies. The teacher cannot attribute
importance Lo only one group and support the analytical approach or only give input by
using the auditory mode. The language teacher should, therefore, provide a wide range
of learning strategies in order to meet the needs and expectations of his students with
their different learning styles, motivations, sirategy preferences, etc. Therefore, the most
important role of the teacher in foreign language teaching is the provision of a range of
tasks to maich varied leaming styles.

The language teacher should look for new texts or other teaching materials if
language learning strategies are not already included within his materials, Teachers
should be flexible and creative, They should be constantly on the look-out to find new
ways and methods to achieve effective language teaching.

It should be emphasized that questioning himself about what he plans to do before
each lesson and evaluating his lesson plan afler the lesson in terms of strategy training,
the teacher can become belter prepared to focus on language learning strategies and
strategy training during the process of his teaching,

Hence, the effectiveness of the teaching process is closely connected with learner’s
behaviour and attitude and also with the matchmaking techniques which will link
learners and teachers with similar style and approaches to language leaming.
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Owwp |Gquh nwuwywGniws hwennnipniGh wujwhnynn
Uh pwGh hwpgbph iy

FInpdwidnud thnpd b wpymd dbp hwby onwp (bquh nwuewywlndwh hwen-
nnupywln JEpwpbpnn dh wpp wpnpbdGbp L wrwpwnyb| npuwbg (puddel ni-
nhlbpp: Gwuwdwbndwd hwennnipinilp Ywhugwe t niuntgdwl hwdwn Ouwjwu-
wnwdnp dplninping welugnipyacihg, npp qnigquiygynid t undnpanh Guywunwy-
Ubpht pwndn ghnwbigdwénipjundp:

UChpwdban t ntunigdwG dwdwbul Lwybnptl yhpweb) plwgpwihl wnkpu-
wnbin b nizwnpnepgniG nwpdGtip unynpnnUtph hGplnupnyGnepjwp:

Innudmd wrwGabwyp nuzwnpmepywl b0 wpdwiwbnid Gwl nuuwywb-
nnap nbphG, Greph dwannigdwh hinpjwlp b wpnhwhwl skpanGbphG
wrlsnn hwpgbip: Wu gnpénGGtpp Guwuwnnud GG ownwn (kguh nwuwdwbn-
dw@ wpnyncbwysnipywh pwpapwgdwip:
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