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C ontemporary linguistic researches are characterized by attempts to reveal the
nature of linguistic mechanisms that provide for the relations of man and extra-
linguistic reality. Language is a means of the conceptualization of that reality and results
in the creation of the linguistic picture of the world. It should be noted that the interpre-
tive function of man’s consciousness plays an important role in the construction of the
meaning of words. It takes place both in the creation of the mental concept reflecting
objects and phenomena of the reality, and in their linguistic representation, in the con-
struction, development and usage of the word meaning.

Languages are thought to be comparable in conveying information, but they general-
ly differ in the amount and type of information that can be expressed by lexical units. It
is known that the more significant an object or concept is to a community, the greater is
the tendency to lexicalize it, i.e. to coin greater number of lexical units to denote it. There
can be identified semantic components which may or may not be lexicalized in particu-
lar languages. The identification of the semantic components characterizing classes of
words in a language and of the possible combinations of such components within word
roots leads to the revelation of lexicalization patterns varying across languages.
Typological classification of languages can be made on the basis of the above-mentioned
patterns, i.e. according to “characteristic ways in which language [...] packages seman-
tic material into words” (Lehrer 1992:249).

A trend has recently emerged towards addressing the issues of identifying seman-
tic components lexicalized within verb roots and stating a connection between spe-
cific components characterizing semantic classes of verbs and syntactic properties of
the verbs themselves; there is a strong correlation between each combination of
semantic components and the syntactic constructions allowed by the words display-
ing them.

One of the most widely discussed proposals concerning verb typologies is L.Talmy’s
(1985) idea that languages fall into two types according to how they encode primary
events in verbs (particularly motion verbs) and satellites. In the so-called satellite-framed
languages like English, German and Russian motion verbs tend to incorporate “manner”
to their core meaning (e.g., shuffle, tip-toe, crawl, etc.) and “path” is expressed by a vari-
ety of other devices (satellites) such as particles (ouf), prepositions (into the room), verb
affixes, etc, whereas in verb-framed languages like Modern Greek (Papafragou &
Selimis 2002), Romance, Turkish and Japanese (Matsumoto 1996), Armenian (Badalyan
2011)" verbs tend to incorporate “path”, expressing “manner” with an additional comple-
ment. The distinction is not meant to imply that the relevant languages lack certain kinds
of verb altogether. For instance, English has path verbs, such as enter, exit, ascend and
descend, and verb-framed languages have manner verbs. But the most characteristic (i.e.,
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colloquial and frequent) way of describing motion in the two types of languages involves
manner and path verbs respectively.

Talmy’s typology of lexicalization patterns has received much attention in the domain
of motion events in the literature (Slobin 1996, Matsumoto 1996); however, the validity
of this typology in other domains of event types is not fully established.”

In our paper we will extend the analysis of Talmy’s typology to the domain of English
and Armenian verbs of speech activity that encode the semantic component of “the man-
ner of speaking”. In the current investigation 80 English and 60 Armenian verbs of
speech activity have been analyzed alongside the data (2000 sentences) extracted from
the British National Corpus (<http:// www.natcorp.ox.ac.uk>) and the data (1500 sen-
tences) — from Eastern Armenian National Corpus (<http:// www.eanc.net>).

Various researches testify to the fact that verbs denote a whole situation with its var-
ious participants and in the definitions of the verbs not only the action itself and the pos-
sible participants are pointed out in the form of substantive semes, but also the relation-
ship between them is revealed. As E. Paducheva states, “in its each usage the verb shows
a situation with the participation of certain number of people; the qualities of participants
and relations between them are to some extent reflected in the meaning of the verb”
(Paducheva 1998:87).

The seme structure of a verb may comprise several components (for instance, “sub-
ject-tool-object-place-time”) which are united through one action. The study of the
English verbs of speech activity discloses the following semantic components (semes):

The agent of the action (the speaker)

The object of the action (the content of speech)

The addressee of the action

The purpose of the action

The manner of the action

It should be noted that the enumerated semantic components may have various con-
figurations in the meanings of different members of the group, for instance, the seme
structure of a verb may lack the seme of “the manner of the action” or “the purpose of
the action”, thus providing for the semantic differentiation of the verbs of speech activi-
ty. As mentioned above, we have focused only on the verbs that conflate the semantic
component of “manner” in their meaning.

The study of the selected verbs in both languages shows that onomatopoeic words
denoting sounds produced by animals and birds comprise the bulk of the groups under
study. These verbs denote speech activity figuratively, through their secondary meanings.

The examination of the data also reveals that English verbs encoding manner of
speaking outnumber the corresponding Armenian verbs, especially if we take into con-
sideration the fact that some Armenian verbs are included in the group with their redu-
plicative variants, e.g. gunuy/qnngnnuy, oyuy/oyoyquy, Gyuy/Gyayuy, Gyuy/ Gy liyuwy.
If we compile the selected verbs into subgroups based on their common semes, namely
the semantic component of the type of manner, we see that in one of the groups the num-
ber of English and Armenian verbs nearly coincide: these are the verbs that denote the
action of “complaining in an annoying way”, such as fo whine, to wail, to rant, to grum-
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ble, to mutter, to snivel in English and quigquitnyli, thapthapuy, Updtour, Unpuneuy,
plgplquiy, mipuy in Armenian (about 20 units in both languages), while in many
groups the Armenian verbs yield to the English ones in number, e.g. there are more verbs
in English to denote the action of “talking about silly, unimportant things” or “speaking
quickly or incoherently” (about 20 units) than in Armenian (about 8 units): to twitter, to
prattle, to drivel, to prate, to gabble, to burble and pypjwj, opjpumy, pshsu,
ouwipuwunuliy, pupuilpuply, nuupupljupwlby, qunwlghi.

As we have already mentioned, the combination of the semantic components may
determine the syntactic peculiarities of verbs. The analysis of the selected sentences
reveals that the English and Armenian verbs of speech activity display both similar and
different syntactic properties. Both English and Armenian verbs, particularly those that
express the meaning under study figuratively, in most cases are used to introduce direct
speech, either without any modifiers or with adverbial modifiers of cause or manner
expressed by a noun, a noun phrase or an adverb. E.g.

“Life isn t necessarily fair, Miss Levington,” he rapped.

“It’s on now,” he crowed triumphantly.

“I loved him,” moaned Gwendolen defiantly.

- Chhpnou hwbinhwkgh, - Ginphg hliphlipug <widpnl:

- Uhnl plhwp, hw, fpu bu pwihu, - hwygpuwlublnpbl powg
Upnnipp:

- Ulip wwppnlip gpngh ongp, — hniquniliphg juluqlig Upwidp:

However, the analysis of the extracted sentences shows that the given verbs can dis-
play the syntactic properties of other verbs of speech activity, i.e. they appear in the syn-
tactic structures typical of the dominants of the lexico-semantic group of verbs of speech
activity, namely to say, to tell, to speak and to talk, as well as some other members of the
group, such as fo complain, to shout, to call that stand out with general meaning and can
serve as identifiers for subgroups within the given lexico-semantic group. It should be
noted here that if in Armenian we have only two dominants wubj and junubj, in English
we can point out four dominant members that display subtle differences in meaning and
usage that provide more syntactical patterns for the verbs under study. In other words, the
semantic components of the addressee of the action, object of the action and the purpose
of the action that exist in the meanings of the selected verbs either as actual or potential
semes find surface expressions, i.e. are expressed by verb arguments in sentences. E.g.

wukj plis-np pwlbi

Uplish flippuuylin dp hlipy, punbpl ppuwp pountbng, pippoag
knpnp wywyp] hpwop:

to say sth.

His eyes darted from her to Nicolo and he babbled an apology, half in
Italian, half in English.

wuk] plis-np pwibi hlis-np dkih hwughhtli
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Ulidpip-wlidpup Ggniyplikip shlipthlipugny Yywbiph, hd hwugbpd, Lu
puynud Lh, wlisplip gulgh dby wnynyp fwnyny juuppbpllbphli
liwjlhny:

to say sth. about sth./smb.

All of a sudden, she whined something about me not knowing what 1
had done and she broke down into tears.

wukj, np/pk...,

Whnthtupl wywnuojp yppapligwg, pl hpdwlh kphulilipp ppppifly
Ll nt lppnphnhl shw:

to say that...,

Within five minutes Steve hollered that his ice hammer had broken.

to say sth. to smb.

He crowed to me: ‘The Queen won't allow any negotiations between
Andrew and Fergie and their lawyers to go on without me being present.’

“If she’d been herself,” Maisie wailed to Robert, “she’d have looked”.

wuk] hlis-np [Eqyny

tongwli dpwypup lwgfuopny wupnuighppp plipplg It hlis-np
pppiliomg bppwybpkl, www wylkjugpkg hwjbphi:

to say sth. in a language

“Maldita, she is dead,” gabbled Umberto in Spanish.

blipli hpkli wuky

«Uw, hhpwifp, unuljuijh >, - pGpli hpkl dpdliopmg wpnkl kpljpnpn
wliquil:

To say to oneself

“You can be a success,” he chanted to himself, “your mind is a chis-
el, your will is a hammer, and life is a rock.”

Junukj plis-np [Eqyny

<hpn pbilipuguwo wuapliupuup Ep juphynid, gplnid-hwidpnipnid kp
hls, hnjh whu upppynid, pypwgbpkl gnegnenid, linphg hls gphnid...:

to speak (in) a language

1 saw people springing up from the ground and letting down ropes out
of the sky, boarding red buses, jabbering in English.

A militia spokesman rambled on in Arabic about the need for resist-
ance, the nobility of the struggle against isolationism and the potentialities
of the revolution.

Tonukj hlipli hpkl

Dnppplip dhuyli dp wliqud wpplivgu, pipjug hGpl hplhl ni
linphg wsplipp thulhg...:

to speak to oneself

Ashen-faced, she was gibbering quietly to herself, her petrol-sodden
hair plastered to her head and her dripping gown showing her legs almost
to the crotch.

to speak to smb.
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And while they were up there in the wide, blue yonder, they jabbered
non-stop to each other over the radio.

Junuby qnnwy plis-np dbljh Jpw

- Upliyliu wpw pny pupdyp-p-p-p... - Jliqug liwe hnp Jpw:

- (ipkdd k) plisn”t Ep yppaplionid skp kypnp Jpu:

to shout (sth.) at smb.

“All right, out!” he boomed at the others.

“The Smiths are here!” she squawked at him.

He snarled the words at her.

Junubj hlis-np pwbp dwupli/hlis-np pubihg

Gpli pdpolip yppaplignud | gwop wphuwpuwfwpshg, ffhplinud Gpul
wpny Bl wlinud, ph juy pdohpl, vpliling i |, punguo sl pnylp:

Junubj plis-np dkljp hlp hlis-np pwbph dwupli

Up tiplny wliqud pplipli (Fniph whu wyqlig, shnph huplpp nphg
gnqpl, quijupp plipnkg, plpplugplg  alnyph  higniligny,
Jwawnnyh hlwp pwnulpuapkg:

to speak/to talk on/away (to smb.) (about sth.)

Adams is always harping on about her.

He jabbered away to his friends, and Ellie assumed he was explaining
that item number one was a drink.

Here we would like to focus on the use of particles and prepositions, the so-called
satellites such as out, on, away, back placed after the verbs. It should be noted that
English has a well-developed system of satellites that enable to express direction or dura-
tion of the action thus making the speech laconic. Here are some other examples. E.g.

He sat his guest down in a cubbyhole office, mixed instant coffee with
the help of a whistling electric kettle, and rambled into a monologue of his
thoughts on Michael Holly.

He hemmed and hawed and rambled through a number of subjects
before making a sideways approach to what he really seemed to need....

...he was spluttering over the tale, to whoever would listen....

He roared down the passage, “Louisa, LOUISA...”

As Armenian lacks the equivalents of such satellites, it needs to switch to descriptive
means to express the same meaning. E.g.

Uhwjli Shqpulphyl £ np ppppnad | wpniliudy, ni huwgpp sh
pwplwbinid Gpw ypu:

Uywpnidbpllivynid wlplinhwip pwnulpuwpnid Lp:

- Sw dypdpnad Ep, pulp yupnpnp hw pwpuwfununid Ep:

Cuwnlwuylip wnwghli 22hli hwgnpnlig bplpnpnp, hppnppp e dpsh
wliquid snppnpnp Ginnpupwl whnuppnid puapwpljupwbGnid Ep:
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Upuwilip wlidbpg Gliynid LhG, wpgniliplhp puwhnid, huwghnjnid
wilkilippli It wikili plis:

Other patterns that the Armenian verbs under study lack are:

to speak out (sth)

“But my daddy babbled out the truth.”

He rasped out the words and stood with his hands on his hips to glare
down at her.

to answer back

So when Jane asked him for a loan, he snapped back: “I think my first
duty is to look after myself!”

“Are you, darling?” his mother trilled back.

to ask for

I hollered for fortified wines and drank quarts of tongue-frazzling
black coffee.

Although we shall be grumbling for water, shan t we?

to tell/to say/ ask to do

Below, in the kitchen, William whined to go out, a gentle, quivering,
undemanding sound that meant, nevertheless, a fairly urgent need.

to call/ask for smb. to do

She roared for the carriage to be brought round.

Kaas leant forward and dragged Adam to his feet as he yelled for the
guards to come in and help him.

to express smth.

... Victoria crowed her delight.

At the table the young man murmured his pleasure at something
Father Reynard had pointed out, shook the priest’s hand and quickly left.

At night she emerged, wandering the corridors of the upper floor, a
lighted candle in her hand, wailing her grief.

As can be seen from the examples, the English verbs under study are more likely to
be used in the syntactic structures proper to verbs of speech activity than the Armenian
ones. Besides, the English verbs appear in the given structures irrespective of the fact
whether they express speech activity directly, i.e. are nuclear members of the group or
they express the given meaning figuratively, i.e. they are peripheral members. In Armenian
it is mainly the nuclear members of the group that display such syntactic properties, and
even their occurrence in the above mentioned positions is rather limited. This can be
accounted for by the fact that in the meanings of the English verbs the semantic compo-
nent of the speech act is a nuclear one, while the semantic component of the manner of
speaking is a peripheral one. Whereas in the meanings of most Armenian verbs under
study the manner of speaking or the sound made by the speaker is more important, i.e. a
nuclear component and the speech act with its content and addressee are of secondary
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importance. The given statement can further be proved by numerous examples of sen-
tences where the peripheral members of the Armenian verbs of speech activity tend to
function as adverbial modifiers for the predicate expressed by nuclear members, such as

wulyy, Junulyy, wurnwupuwaly, hwpgbly, hpodugly, ubnply, Jubsly, apuoahagnty
(about 80 examples out of 1500). E.g.

<tpn uljulg qnngnnwyny uwlisk; Yuwsnjhd. (...shouted out to...)

- <hnwghp, - thuthuwny wuwpwupoublbgh Gpwd: (...whispered
back to ...)

<htlig hLhhnlhignid t; thuthuwmgng hpwp hwjplingd LhG, np
pulippwplyjuGhphli wlplw okonid kb, unpypwliqnid, wuhwlonid
hwlizlily pupgpwo qliliplpp: (...whispered to each other...)

Nupnid Lpb, psthswyny gpnignid, julinninid opownhg: (...chattered
on)

Q-Liwmlip pn ublijwlhp, ph st Linjjuwyhl jupplwglhlp, tnylwbu, -
2bowny wpupwuppwmbikg Gu: (... whispered back...)

- En wuw E; - ypplipuwyny wipswquilipkqg dh nipppp: (.. .groaned out ...)

Whereas in English we have found only 6 examples out of 2000.

“I'll kill him,” repeated Bigwig, spluttering through his fouled
whiskers and clotted fur.

“It was her,” said Rose, gibbering with fear.

“That,” I said, whispering, “can be our secret.”

Thus, we can conclude that the differences in the usage of the English and Armenian
verbs of speech activity come to prove the results of our previous analysis of motion
verbs,’ i.e. Armenian may be ranged among verb-framed languages while English is a
typical satellite-framed language.

Notes:

I. In the article The Cognitive Aspect of Lexicalization in English and Armenian
(Badalyan 2011) we presented the results of the comparative analysis of sixty-five
English and twenty-five Armenian motion verbs that led us to assume that Armenian
may be ranged among verb-framed languages.

2. In the article How to Say Things with Words: Ways of Saying in English and Spanish,
Rojo A. and Valenzuela J. (2001) made an attempt to apply Slobin’s analysis of
English and Spanish manner verbs to verbs of saying in English and Spanish and the
way Spanish translators deal with them. They concluded that in contrast with Slobin’s
statement that verb-framed languages have a lower number of manner verbs than
satellite-framed languages, their examples suggested that the difference between
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English and Spanish manner verbs of saying is not very big. In the description of
motion events, translators tended to omit information when going from English into
Spanish, while their study showed that when dealing with verbs of saying, Spanish
translators tended to add information, using more specific verbs.

3. See Note 1.
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Quuwgwlwl pwjtiph punwjiugiwl JunuuuplbpG wiqibpkind b hwybpkinug

nnjuontd niuntiGuuppyty £ wlqitptGh U hwybtptGh wuwguwlpub pujtph pw-
nwjiwgiwl yunuuwpltph b pwpwhjynuuwyuwl wewldGuwhwnynipniGatph dthol
Juyp' hpiGytiny L.Gwdhh dshohquywl mhywpwlnmpjul ypw, punm nph w-
nwGdGugymd GG tpynt mhywh (bqniGhp’ wyuwbiu Ynswo “satellite-framed” 1tqni-
Gtp, npntin Jwupdiwl puwjytinh pdwumnid punwjiugynd £ gnponnnipjwb duh h-
Jwunwjhl pwnunnppyn, huly gnponnnipjul nunipnilp Guwuwnuwunpjnilind wp-
wmwhwjunynd t wyp dhongGtpny, W “verb-framed” 1tqniGtp, npntin pwjhdwumnid
wnyuw t gnponnmpjwl ninnnipjwl pununphsp: ®npé £ wpyty ©widhh mbtunipni-
Gp Yhpwnt; wlqiptGh b hwytptGh wuwguwlwb pwjtinh pdwunwhG judph ypuw®
pGuptiny wlqitptGh 80 U hwjytiptiGh 60 pwjtp, npnGg htwumnid wnlw k gnpon-
nnipjwl dup hdwumwjhlG pwnunphsp: Ugth hunwy yuwwmtp vnwGum hwdwnp
nunidGuuppyty b6 Gul Pphunwliuyui wqqujhl Yynpyniuhg pGunpdwd dnn 2000
u Upubjwhwjtiptl wqqujhG Ynpuniuhg' 1500 GwuwnguumpniGGatp, pwlh np pw-
Jtnh pwpwhynuwyuwl hGuwpwynpnipjnGGtpp dhowybu wuwyjdwiwynpwo GG pw-
Jhdwumh hdwuwnwjhG pwnunphsGiph mwpptp yuwywygnipyniGGtpny:
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